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FOREWORD. 

I he  fourth  U'orld  Congress  of  the  Voting  Communist  Interna* 
lional  marks  the  close  of  the  first  stage  in  the  dogged  struggle  for 
a world  mass-organization  of  the  working  youth,  and  a new  period 
opens  in  the  history  of  the  Y,  C I, 

The  Fourth  Congress  reviewed  with  satisfaction  the  progress 
achieved  towards  the  accomplishment  of  this  aim,  for  the  slogan  of 
the  Second  Congress  “A  Mass  Organization”,  which  was  issued  to 
rhe  sectarian  groups  and  clubs  which  emerged  from  the  difficult  war 
period  is  now*  bearing  fruit. 

Apart  from  the  purely  mathematical  increase  in  the  member- 
ship of  each  league,  rhe  leagues  now  understand  or  arc  beginning 
to  understand  the  forms  and  methods  of  the  mass-work. 

The  slogans  of  the  Third  Congress,  ** Against  Militarism  and 
Fascist  Reaction",  ” Against  the  Capitalist  Offensive “For  The 
United  Front"  and  “Organize  on  the  Basts  of  the  Shop  Nuclei”  have 
been  endorsed  by  history. 

The  Y.  C.  l is  winning  more  and  more  the  confidence  and 
trust  of  the  youthful  working  masses  by  a continuous  defense  of 
their  interests  and  by  a championship  of  their  every  grievance.  The 
nucleus  method  of  organization  is  transforming  the  Leagues  into 
powerful  shock  troops  of  the  working  youth  and  the  whole  working 
class  and  its  leader  the  Communist  International 

The  problem  of  the  method  of  approach  to  the  masses  was  solved 
hy  the  Third  Congress  - — the  nucleus  as  the  means  and  the  economic 
and  anti  militarist  struggle  as  ihc  end. 

The  aim  of  the  economic  program  was  dearly  defined  as  “The 
Socialist  Reorganization  of  Juvenile  Labor"  the  recognition  of  the 
right  of  the  youth  to  educational  training  up  to  the  age  of  IS  years 
at  the  cost  of  the  State. 

The  draft  basis  of  the  educational  system  of  the  future  socials! 
society,  which  was  based  mainly  upon  the  rich  experiences  of  the 
five  years  proletarian  dictatorship  in  the  Soviet  Republics,  was  form* 
ulnted  as  the  goal  of  the  young  communists.  The  partial  demands 
for  the  immediate  struggle  against  the  pauperization  of  the  working 
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\ i- 1 : : A Minimum  Wage,  The  Six  Hour  Hay,  Collective*  Indentures 

1 tu*  Abolition  of  Piece  Work.  The  Protection  of  Apprentices,  Two 
\v.ii  Appreislicesli.ps  etc.,  were  clearly  recognized  as  demands  arising 
out  of  the  struggle  and  leading  to  still  new  struggles  against  a vicious 
capitalist  offensive,  struggles  which  must  culminate  in  the  Proletarian 
Dictatorship. 

A dear  program  for  the  struggle  against  bourgeois  militarism 
and  Reaction  was  adopted.  Not  the  "General  Strike”  slogan  of 
social  democrats  and  pacifists,  but  the  Leninist  slogan,  "Prepare 
Now  to  Transform  the  Imperialist  War  into  a Civil  War  of  the 
Working  Class  Against  the  International  Bourgeoisie". 

Concrete  instructions  were  issued  to  this  end  — the  formation 
of  an  illegal  nuclei  organisation  inside  the  army  and  navy,  the  strug- 
gle for  the  immediate  cultural,  economic  and  political  demands  of 
the  soldiers  and  sailors  etc. 

The  proposal  of  the  V.  C.  I.  to  the  Socialist  Internationals  of 
Youth  for  a joint  week  of  international  action  against  militarism  and 
the  danger  of  war  was  naturally  rejected  by  the  socialists  who  now 
stand  on  the  side  of  the  fascists  against  the  communists  and  again®/ 
the  demands  of  the  working  class.  And  Hamburg,  where  the  delegation 
‘d  the  Y.  C.  was  refused  admission,  marked  the  final  capitulation 

"f  So-!*!  Democracy  to  the  Bourgeoisie  and  to  the  Reaction, 

‘he  leagues  attacked  the  tasks  set  to  them  with  energy  and  dc* 
termination  and  already  the  Fourth  Bureau  Session  was  able  to 
rvcore  considerable  progress  by  June  1923  and  to  give  directions  for 
the  further  development  of  the  work. 

V.  itl;  the  end  of  I £*23,  the  attacks  of  the  reaction  reached  their 

T’-  i'.i.:.  ami  in  Bulgaria  m September  and  in  Germany  in  October, 

t.te  ;atter  cue  to  socialdemocratic  treachery,  the  workers  were  forced 
1 J retreat.  During  the  course  of  these  struggles  opportunistic 
diw.gtnck:  made  themselves  apparent,  even  within  the  ranks  of  the 
Communist  International  itself.  The  application  of  the  United  Front 
l.ut.i;  v;ts  fraught  with  dangers  which  had  to  be  resolutely  foughti 

.'..id  the  foung  Communist  Leagues  took  a foremost  place  in  this 

struggle. 

I ne  declaration  of  Zinoviev  that  the  Y.  C.  1.  was  the  “right 
hand ” of  the  Communist  International,  is  a tribute  to  the  stcad- 
iastness  of  the  Leagues  during  a difficult  period. 
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■]  | |o  work  of  the  Y.  C.  1.  in  the  Ruhr  has  also  proved  our  slogans  to 
he  correct.  Farly  in  102-1  the  Experts*  Commission  produced  its  report 
and  the  proletariat  in  all  countries  advanced  again  to  the  struggle, 
file  Labor  Government  came  to  office  in  England  and  Herriot  took 
nVCr  (|,c  rcins  of  government  in  France,  and  the  democratic-pacifist 
era  opened.  The  social  traitors  who  had  thundered  against  war 
undertook  to  lead  the  masses  into  still  new  blood-baths. 

The  Fifth  Congress  of  the  Communist  International  defined  its 
attitude  to  site  new  situation.  In  its  resolution  on  the  communist 
youth  it  proclaimed  the  necessity  for  the  increase  of  the  political 
activity  and  consciousness  of  the  oung  Communist  League-.,  a.*d 
for  their  development  into  real  young  Leninist  G.gsnizat.ans 
“Every  Young  Communist  League  a Young  Leninist  League  , Thru 
Work  and  Struggle  the  Y.  C.  I.  Must  Become  the  Sole  Representative 
of  the  Interests  of  the  Working  Youth”.  The  resolution  also  directs 
tiic  Communist  Parties  to  devote  still  greater  attention  to  the  Leagues 
ns  » Leninist  training  must  largely  depend  upon  the  help  afforde^ 
by  the  Communist  Party”. 

' The  Fourth  Congress  of  the  Y.  C.  I.  followed  dose  on  the  hce.s 
of  the  Fifth  Congress  of  the  Communist  International  and  rvcccptc 

unaninmously  all  the  decisions  of  the  latter.  The  - * 0 * 1C 

C.  i.  was  able  to  report  great  fonvaid  strides  towards  a world 
centralized  mass-organization.  A million  young  workers  and  peasant, 

now  march  behind  the  red  banner  of  the  Y.  C.  L 

The  Y.  C.  !.  has  invaded  Western  Europe  and  America,  tlu 

last  strongholds  of  the  bourgeoisie.  Capitalist  England  an 
have  retreated  before  the  first  attacks  and  our  Lcagi.es  arc 

firmly  founded.  . , 

The  British  League  must  take  an  Mtive  pan  m t c • 

League  must  take  a foremost  pa.t  in  ^*ru re> 

of  a Farmer  Labor  Party  in  America* 

The  British  Dominions  and  colonies  and  ^osc  <>f  Amertea  arc 

also  lining  up  and  it  is  a task  of  first  rate  important.  * ^ . j 

in  the  home  countries  to  assist  in  the  development  of  the  colo. . 

"“t”;  congress  hss  isorrod  pre-ire  dl, salons  vpsn  rte  MbJ 
Hie  economic  struggle,  nucleus  work,  sport,  co  om 


I. Hist  .1(1.1  ti.ul  work.  A greater  panic ipatioil  in  ||lc  |jfc  . . 

I’-uiv  .hi.!  political  activity,  more  attention  to  the  colonies  closer 
. t'll.iharaiioii  « itli  the  Red  Unions,  the  orj;atii*atlon  upon  the  basis 
, t tin-  nuclei,  and  the  formation  of  nuclei  within  the  army 

I el  ns  .mark  our  tasks  in  a manner  worthy  of  the  name  of  our 
Krc.ti  leader,  in  the  spirit  of  young,  Leninists! 

!ln-  Executive  Committee  of  the  Young  Communist 

Intei/iutionl. 

Moscow,  Nth  August  192-1. 
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Resolution  on  the  Report  of  the 

Executive. 

(I  i esented  by  the  Gentian  and  Russian  Delegations.) 

After  hearing  the  report  of  Comrade  Manuilsky  upon 
the  political  situation  and  the  work  of  the  Fifth  Congress  of 
the  Communist  International  and  the  report  of  the  Executive, 
the  Fourth  Congress  of  the  Y.  C.  I.  declares  that  it  accepts 
the  activity  of  the  E.  C.  ol  the  Y.  C.  I.  in  the  time  from  the 
Third  to  the  Fourth  Congress  and  all  decisions  of  the  Fifth 
f'ongrcss  of  the  Communist  International  and  instructs  all 
Young  Communist  Leagues  to  work  with  all  their  forces  for 
the  complete  carrying  out  of  these  decisions  in  their 
countries. 

The  Fourth  Congress  accepts  and  ratifies  completely  the 
theses  which  the  Fifth  Congress  of  the  Communist  Interna- 
tional have  adopted  upon  the  activity  of  the  Y.  C.  1.  up  to 
the  present  and  for  the  future. 

The  Fourth  Congress  of  the  Y.  C-  I-  meets  after  IS  months 
of  the  greatest  struggle  and  persecution  from  the  side  of  the 
bourgeoisie  (which  forced  many  of  our  Leagues  for  instance  the 
Ital.an,  Bulgarian,  Polish,  Japanese,  Roumanian,  and  German 
Leagues,  temporarily  or  permanently  into  illegality  and  demanded 
many  victims  from  them)  stronger,  more  consolidated  and  more 
influential  than  ever  before.  The  decisions  of  the  Thira  Confess 
wtiich  demanded  the  improvement  of  the  political  activity  of  the 
Young  Communist  Leagues  and  pointed  out  concretely  to  these 
latter  the  way  to  the  mass  organzation  of  the  working  youth,  have 
been  proved  in  practice  to  be  completely  correct,  and  their  ap- 
plication in  the  given  revolutionary  situation  has  led  to  an  ad- 
vance of  the  Y.  C.  /.,  in  the  beginning  of  which  we  now  stand. 

The  Executive  oF  the  Y.  C.  I.  which  saw  decisively  to  the 
carrying  thru  of  the  lines  laid  down  by  the  Third  Congress,  has 


\ ikui  i i in  t li !:>  development  m mi  effective  manner  (lira  the  iin- 

„iedimv  Rudei-hip  of  the  whole  movement  and  of  the  Leagues, 
: ui  the  l onset's  i at:  ties  the  activity  of  the  Executive  since  the 
Third  Congress  completely. 

Tlu-  Ci  tigress  refers  particularly  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Exe- 
cutive in  the  following  question: 

1.  The  Executive  worked  on  an  international  scale  as  well 
"s  in  the  individual  countries,  systematcially  for  a political  cn- 
livenmeiu  of  the  League.-  and  obtained  in  this  connection  im- 
p tan:  and  favorable  results.  The  participation  in  the  life  of  the 
Party  and  also  the  relation  of  the  whole  activity  to  political 
» vents  tool;  place  to  a much  greater  extent  than  previously  and 
the  V.  C.  1.  has  reacted  effectively  to  all  the  decisive  political 
•'vents  of  this  time  and  in  general  has  carried  out  the  tasks  set 
it.  And  particularly  in  the  Ruhr  mar;  during  the  revolutionary 
u\:re  in  Germany;  in  the  counter-revolutionary  struggles  in  But- 
l :rht;  on  the  occasion  of  the  accession  to  office  of  the  Labor 
( iovemment  in  England;  and  during  the  increased  campaign  of 

soiiai  democratic  internationals  and  their  amalgamation.  In- 
dividual leagues,  as  for  instance  the  French,  have  understood 
pr.uicularly  well  how  to  bind  the  leagues’  activity  to  the  politi- 
cal event-?  and  the  daily  life  and  struggle  of  the  working  class. 

2.  The  V.  C.  I.  carried  on  everywhere  a sharp  and  merciless 
struggle  against  the  opportunist  digressions  and  remains  of  the 
< octal-democratic  heritage  in  the  Communist  International.  In 
G ranee  they  struggled  against  the  social  democratic  leader  clique 
of  Fro-sard  and  later  against  the  reappearing  Right  and  for  the 
bol'hivization  of  the  Party;  in  Germany  they  supported  defini- 
tely and  with  : access  the  policy  of  the  Communist  International 
•gaimt  the  Right  opportunist  wing  and  its  fatal  mistakes  and  for 
the  overcoming  of  the  Party  crisis  on  the  basis  of  bolshevism;  in 
.Voriv.iy  they  carried  on  a persistent  and  untiring  struggle  against 
the  .-octal  democratic  tendencies  in  the  Norwegian  Workers’  Party 

nd  the  Norwegian  Voting  Communist  League,  and  for  the  estab- 
1 shmen;  ol  a Communitt  Party;  as  a result  of  this  struggle  the 
majority  ot  the  League  was  won  for  the  Communist  Internatio- 
nal am:  took  an  active  part  in  the  formation  of  the  Norwegian 
Communist  Party;  in  Sweden  they  defended  the  League  and  the 
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Left  whig  against  the  continual  attacks  of  the  opportunist  Right 
wing  and  struggled  against  the  opportunistic  policy  of  the  latter 
against  the  Communist  International;  in  Bulgaria  they  sup- 
ported to  :hc  Full  the  line  of  the  C.  I.  against  the  opportunistic 
leadership  of  the  Parly  and  for  revolutionary  tactics;  in  the 
days  of  the  struggle  and  the  Party  crisis  following  it  the  Youth 
League  stood  with  the  best  and  truest  sections  of  the  Party;  in 
Czechoslovakia  the  Y.  C.  1.  took  up  an  attitude  against  the 
various  opportunistic  mistakes  which  showed  themselves  in  the 
Party  and  worked  for  the  bolshcvization  of  bo:h  League  and 
Party;  in  the  Russian  question  the  Y.  C.  1.  and  the  Russian 
League  placed  themselves  decisively  beside  the  old  bolshevik 
guard  and  the  preponderating  majority  of  the  Party  against  the 
opposition.  The  Y.  C.  f.  proved  itself  in  all  questions  and  alt 
countries  the  truest  support  of  the  C.  I.  against  the  opportunistic 
digressions  and  the  opportunistic  leadership  of  the  Party  and  for 
the  bolshcvization  of  the  Parties.  The  Right  has  found  no  ground 
whatever  within  the  Y.  C. !. 

3.  The  Y.  C.  !.  in  its  activity  has  also  been  compelled  to  di- 
rect itself  against  the  so-called  ultra-left  digressions,  under  which 
cover  arc  often  concealed  the  crudest  opportunist  digressions. 


I'or  instance,  in  the  Young  Communist  League  oi  Germany 
and  against  the  erroneous  political  and  theoretical  opinions 
which  still  exist  today  in  the  Young  Communist  League  of  Italy, 
although  the  latter  is  compctclv  in  agreement  with  the  policy 

of  the  Y.  C.  1.  in  its  practical  activity. 

The  Y.  C.  I.  in  its  struggle  against  both  the  Right  opportunist 
digressions  and  the  ultra-left  mistakes  has  clearly  and  definite  y 
stressed  and  worked  out  the  standpoint  of  Leninism  and  of  bo  - 
shevism.  It  greeted  the  slogan  the  bolshcvization  of  the  Paries 
with  enthusiasm  ana  has  striven  to  apply  it  to  the  Youth  move- 


ment. , r , . 

4.  Prom  the  First  day  of  the  Ruhr  occupation  the  Y.  U ; »as 
carried  on  in  occupied  Germany  an  intensive  political  agi  a ion 
and  organizational  work  amongst  the  working  class  and  amongst 
the  troops  of  oeupation  against  imperialism  and  for  ic\o  u ion  y 
fraternization.  This  work  was  carried  on  with  very  great  energy 
and  was  continually  improved.  The  Y.  C.  1.,  as  the  firs  o 
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n-ctioiis  of  the  C.  1.,  applied  the  instructions  of  Lenin  for  the 
oceisive.  persistent  and  organized  struggle  against  bourgeois  mi- 
litarism and  the  danger  of  war  in  this  decisive  moment,  despite 
the  tremendous  difficulties  and  the  many  victims,  whilst  the  so- 
, aldcmocratic  wmth  movement  either  became  completely  bank- 
rupt  witli  regard  to  the  Ruhr  war.  or  put  themselves,  as  in  1914, 
openly  upon  the  side  of  the  imperialist  bourgeoisie. 

The  d/itt-tfii/jhirisf  arftnfy  was  in  general  and  particularly  in 
Fiance.  very  much  strengthened  and  developed,  nevertheless,  with 
the  exception  of  occupied  Germany  and  France  it  was  carried  on 
too  little  and  in  many  countries  not  at  all.  The  Y.  C.  1.  has  also 
begun  an  international  campaign  against  the  war  which  must  cer- 
tain! v be  greatly  increased,  for  the  democratic  pacifist  era  is 
nothing  but  a time  of  increased  preparations  for  war.  Therefore, 
the  Y.  C.  1.  must  pay  great  attention  to  this  field  in  the  future. 

f>.  The  Executive  has  paid  great  attention  in  all  countries  to 
the  carrying  out  of  the  decisions  of  the  Third  Congress  upon  the 
m'uf/on  of  shop  nuclei  and  the  reorgani:aiion  of  the  Leagues 
upon  their  basis,  and  has  practically  and  concretely  supported 
this  work.  As  a consequence,  both  in  the  Leagues  and  the  Parties, 
considerable  progress  and  betterment  of  the  work  upon  this  field 
in  the  sense  of  mass  activity  can  be  shown.  But  the  complete  rc- 
organization  stands  everywhere  as  the  decisive  and  immediate 
task  before  us. 

<>,  In  relation  to  the  increased  campaign  of  the  social  demo- 
cratic opponents  after  the  Hague  and  in  connection  with  the 
amalgamation  of  the  social  democratic  youth  internationals  in 
Hamburg,  and  in  relation  to  the  German  events,  an  increased 
united  front  campaign  was  carried  thru  on  an  international  scale 
which  in  general  has  been  successful  and  which  has  strongly 
compromised  the  social  democratic  youth  internationals  in  the 
. \ c>  of  the  broad  masses  and  has  led  to  an  increase  of  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Y.  C.  1.  upon  them.  The  systematic  struggle 
against  the  opponents  has  nevertheless  strongly  decreased  since 
the  events  in  Germany.  It  must  be  strengthened,  particularly 
now  when  the  social-democratic  so-called  pacifist  youth  move- 
ment will  receive  in  many  countries  in  consequence  of  the  de- 
mocratic pacifist  wave  a new  lease  of  life. 
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7.  The  activity  of  the  Executive  as  also  the  whole  activity  of 
the  Y.  C.  I.  upon  the  field  of  the  economic  trade-union  work,  the 
work  on  the  land  and  the  systematic  educational  work  was  not 

efficient.  The  necessity  for  concentration  upon  our  chief  tasks 
has  caused  gaps  and  deficiencies  in  these  sections  of  our  work. 

8.  The  Executive  has  led  the  Leagues  on  the  way  to  the 
carrying  thru  of  the  decisions  of  the  Third  Congress  by  a systematic 
work  with  and  support  of  the  leadership  of  the  Leagues.  The 
Congress  points  particularly  to  the  line  of  the  Executive  in 
Germany,  France,  Great  Britain,  America,  Czecho-Slovakia,  Bul- 
garia. in  the  Balkan  Federation  and  in  the  East  and  ratifies  it 
completely. 

With  the  various  countries  of  the  Balkans,  with  Poland  and 
Spain,  the  connections  in  this  period  were  much  greater  than  be- 
fore the  Third  Congress,  but  stilt  insufficient. 

9.  In  general  the  Y.  C.  I.  in  this  period,  despite  various  de- 
ficiencies and  mistakes  which  remain  to  be  bettered,  has  made 
considerable  progress  on  the  way  to  World  organization.  The 
connections  with  the  Leagues  and  the  constant  leadership  of 
them  was  stronger  and  better.  Under  the  immediate  leadership 
of  the  Y.  C.  I.,  complete  and  basic  changes  of  the  League  ac- 
tivities were  made  in  many  countries,  (Germany,  Scandinavia, 
Bulgaria.  Great  Britain,  America,  Italy  etc.)  and  the  connections 
between  the  Leagues  were  improved.  The  Y.  C.  I.  finally,  and 
for  the  first  time  succeeded  in  carrying  out  really  united  and 
decisive  international  actions  (The  Ruhr,  the  anti-war  campaign). 
The  Y.  C.  I.  has  at  last  ceased  to  be  a Middle-European  organi- 
zation. The  Y.  C.  I,  in  this  period  has  not  on!y  developed  in 
Central  Europe,  but  particularly  also  in  West  and  North  Europ 
and  America,  and  these  countries  are  more  than  ever  rawn  i 

the  circle  of  the  activity  of  the  Y.  C.  1.  , 

The  influence  of  the  Y.  C.  1 and  its  sections  upon  the  masses 

of  the  working  youth  has  been  considerably  increase  .. 

work  has  taken  on  more  of  a mass  character,  it  as 
self  more  deeply  in  the  masses,  strengthene  i s _ 
numbers  and  reached  the  total  of  a million,  lmpo  P _u 
was  made  on  the  way  to  the  development  of  the  ou  g 
ist  Leagues  to  mass  organizations. 


10.  Although  the  V.  C.  1.  and  its  sections  have  made  import- 
mi  progress  m ih is  direction,  the  Congress  must  nevertheless 
state  (tint  the  V.  C.  /.  today  i$  still  not  a group  of  mass  organi- 
nhans,  and  that  we  have  in  our  International,  apart  from  the 

Russian  I cogue,  no  mass  organ} ration.  This  is  shown  by  the 
following: 

The  numerical  relation  of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues 

to  the  parties  and  to  the  great  masses  of  the  working  youth 

is  still  absolutely  insufficient , and  sometimes  negligible. 

Whilst  the  Russian  League  has  today  30  1 ; more  members 

i.mii  ;hi’  Party,  and  has  already  organized  more  than  -10  % 

of  the  working-class  youth  in  its  ranks,  our  strongest 

leagues  have  numerically  not  more  than  ten  to  fifteen  % 

01  :';t<  Rarty  membership  (with  certain  exceptions,  such  as  the 

Swedish  League  which  is  stronger  than  the  Party  and  the 

";hich  has  30  ' i ) and  only  a very  small  section  of 

il.e  working  youth  organized  in  their  ranks.  The  comparative 

influence  of  the  Leagues  upon  the  unorganized  working  youth 

is  considerably  smaller  than  the  parallel  influence  of  the 
Party. 

Whilst  the  V C.  I.  and  the  Young  Communist  Leagues 
light  actively  upon  the  side  or  the  Party  in  many  important 
actions  and  stugglcs,  and  draw  the  working  youth  into  these 
struggles,  and  even  lead  effective  actions  of  the  working 
yuuth  themselves,  nevertheless,  in  general  they  have  not 
ym  become  the  daily  and  permanent  leaders  of  the  masses 
( i the  working  youth  in  all  their  problems,  nor  the  practical 
representatives  of  their  interesrs. 

The  transformation  of  our  activity  from  its  old  social 
democratic  territorial  organizational  character  to  that  of  a 
communist  mass  organization  of  the  working  youth  has  made 
great  progress.  It  is  still  however  insufficient.  Despite  the 
progress  with  the  shop  nuclei,  our  organizational  form  is 
Mill  in  general  the  old  social  democratic  form. 


II.  In  these  circumstances  the  chief  task  of  the  Y.  C.  1. 
remains  as  before  the  conquest  of  the  broadest  masses  of  the 
working  class  youth  and  the  working  youth  in  the  country 
and  the  devempmen t of  the  Y.  C.  I.  to  the  mass  organization 
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of  the  working  youth  in  numbers,  influence,  organization 
and  activity.  Therefore,  the  following  tasks  stand  before 
the  Y.  C.  1. 

The  continuation  of  the  working  out  of  the  correct  me- 
thods and  the  correct  content  of  the  political  activity,  and 
the  education  oT  the  membership  in  the  spirit  of  Leninism. 

The  powerful  support  of  the  policy  of  the  Communist 
Intcrnatonal,  particularly  against  the  opportunistic  digressions 
in  Sweden,  Poland,  Czccho-Slovakia,  etc.  The  joining  of  all 
forces  which  stand  completely  upon  the  basis  af  the  policy 
of  the  Communis:  International  tc  make  a united  left  in 
Tic  French  Party.  The  working-out  and  carrying-out  of  the 
correct  policy  in  agreement  with  the  decisions  of  the  Com- 
munist International  in  Italy.  The  creation  of  a Communist 
mass  party  in  Great  Britain.  The  full  support  of  the  German 
Party  in  its  activity  for  the  organization  of  the  revolution, 
the  consolidation  of  the  whole  Party  and  its  stand  upon  the 
policy  of  the  Fifth  Congress,  etc. 

The  complete  and  speedy  reorganization  upon  the  basis 
of  the  shop  nuclei  and  the  numerical  strengthening  of  the 
Leagues. 

The  systematic  bolshevik  anti-militarist  work  and  the 
struggle  against  the  danger  of  war.  The  extension  ol  the 
anti-militarist  work  in  all  countries. 

The  taking  up  of  a srrong  and  regular  practical  trade- 
union  economic  work  in  the  sense  of  a daily  leadership  ol 
the  working  youth  in  the  struggles  for  their  demands,  and 
a regular  Leninist  work  in  the  trade  unions. 

The  taking  up  of  a regular  work  amongst  the  working 

youth  on  the  land. 

12.  The  Y.  C.  1.  will  only  be  able  to  perform  these  tasks 
with  a unified  and  strong  leadership  and  a persistent  strug- 
gle lor  its  development  into  a world  organization. 

Therefore,  the  political  information  to  the  Leagues,  their 
connections  with  the  Y.  C.  I.  and  with  one  another  and 
their  leadership  must  be  improved  and  increased.  The  connec- 
tion between  the  Leagues  of  the  colonies  and  the  half  colonial 
countries  and  those  of  the  imperialist  countries  must  be 


practically  established.  An  increased  assistance  must  be  given 
to  the  movement  in  the  Anglo-Saxon  countries,  in  France 
Germany,  Czeeho-Slovakia,  the  colonies  and  in  the  Orient* 
The  Balkan  States  and  Poland  should  be  drawn  into  the 
circle  of  the  activity  of  the  V.  C.  1.  and  supported  more 
than  previously. 

Thru  such  work  on  a!)  fields  the  Y.  C.  1.  will  carry  on  its 
task  and  become  the  iiruest  support  of  the  Communist  In- 
tcrnational  in  the  struggle  for  the  conquest  of  the  majority 
of  the  working  class  and  the  organization  of  the  revolution, 
and  will  become  ever  more  the  mass  organization  and  leader 
of  the  working  youth,  the  young  guard  of  Leninism. 


Resolution  upon  the  Propaganda  of 

Leninism. 

1.  The  Fourth  Congress  of  the  Y.  C.  I.  considers  it 
necessary  to  carry  out  a systematic  work  in  all  sections  of 
the  Y.  C.  I.  for  the  study  and  the  propaganda  of  the  ideological 
heritage  left  to  us  by  our  great  leader  Lenin. 

The  work  of  Lenin  has  freed  Marxism  from  the  mutilations 
of  the  Second  International  and  at  the  same  time  has,  upon 
the  basis  of  experiences  of  the  working  class  movement, 
supplemented  it  and  carried  it  further.  Leninism,  that  is  to 
say,  revolutionary  Marxism  of  the  imperialist  epoch  and  the 
proletarian  revolution  is  therefore  the  sharpest  weapon  in 
the  hands  of  the  fighting  working  class. 

Only  when  the  bataliojts  of  the  Communist  Youth  arc 
educated  upon  the  basis  of  Leninism  will  they  understand 
how  to  find  their  bearings  correctly  in  the  complicated  pol- 
itical situation,  to  bolshevizc  the  organization  and  to  lead 
their  work  upon  a correct  path.  The  Congress  therefore  calls 
to  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  of  all  countries  to  take 
up  energetically  the  work  for  the  propaganda  of  Leninism. 

2.  The  Congress  points  out  that  the  study  of  Leninism 
cannot  be  separated  front  the  educational  work  of  the  Leagues, 
but  that  the  whole  educational  work  must  have  a Leninist 

content. 

The  study  of  Leninism  can  not  take  place  without  a study 
of  Marxism.  For  this  reason  and  having  regard  to  the  lack 
of  lending  forces  for  the  educational  work,  the  Congress 
recommends  to  the  Leagues  that  they  establish  no  special 
circles  for  the  study  of  Leninism,  but  that  they  see  to  it  that 
the  elements  of  Leninism  form  the  basis  of  all  programs 
for  the  circles  and  lecture  courses  and  that  they  make  the 
Leninist  circles  the  highest  course  in  the  system  of  politic# 

i 
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Oil m' ;it ion.  In  consequence,  the  programs  of  all  circles  must 
he  mi  worked  out  that  the  basic  problems  of  Leninism  form 
the  middle  points: 

a>  Imperialism,  the  national  and  colonial  questions. 

h»  Working  class  and  the  peasantry. 

o The  State,  the  proletarian  dictatorship  and  the  Soviet 

Power. 

d i The  organisational  principles  of  bolshevism, 

e)  l he  tactical  questions  etc. 

d.  The  explanation  of  the  Leninist  methods  for  the  relation 
, t theory  and  practice!  The  history  of  the  struggle  of  Lenin 
against  opportunism  and  left  digressions  must  take  a special 
place  in  the  study  and  propaganda  of  Leninism.  The  pro- 
grams  must  not  be  purely  historically  built  up,  but  they 
must  deal  with  the  individual  fundamental  questions  of  Len- 
inism and  show  how  these  questions  have  been  formulated 
and  carried  thru  in  the  whole  history  of  the  revohiionary 
struggles  and  particularly  in  the  Russian  Party  and  the 
Communist  International. 

The  study  and  propaganda  of  Leninism  must  not  be 
carried  out  in  the  circles  alone,  but  must  take  a leading 
place  ia  the  whole  practical  work  of  the  Leagues.  The  anti- 
militarist  work,  the  work  in  the  trade  unions,  the  work  on 
the  laud,  etc.  must  be  permanently,  supported  by  the  propa- 
ganda and  explanation  of  the  ideas  of  Leninism  on  these 
I elds,  only  in  this  way  can  we  obtain  the  greatest  possible 
connection  between  the  individual  fields  of  our  work  and 
final  aim. 


4.  The  congress  considers  it  necessary  to  use  the  press 
in  the  broadest  manner  for  the  propaganda  of  Leninism  and 
the  explanation  of  Leninist  ideas.  It  is  the  task  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Y.  C.  1.  to  issue  a number  of 
brochures  etc.  as  assistant  means  for  the  propaganda  of 
Leninism,  and  for  this  purpose  it  would  utilize  in  the  first 
place  the  brochures  which  have  already  appeared  in  the  Rus- 
sian language  (for  instance,  the  books  of  Stalin,  Safrov,  the 
articles  of  Bucharin,  Adoratsky  etc.)  Similarly  a special 
selection  trum  the  writings  of  Lenin  must  be  issued  for  the 
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youth.  This  selection  must  he  issued  in  all  the  important 
European  and  Oriental  languages  at  low  prices.  They  must 
be  edited  in  such  a manner  and  supplied  with  such  notes  and 
explanation,  that  the  arc  easily  understadahle  to  the  youth. 
At  the  same  time  the  Executive  shall  issue  a popular  pamphlet 
upon  Lenin  and  his  work  for  mass-distribution  amongst  the 
working  youth  in  all  countries.  In  all  the  newspapers  and 
publications  issued  by  the  Leagues,  articles  must  appear 
regularly  explaining  the  ideas  of  Leninism  in  relation  to  topic- 
al questions. 

5.  The  Executive  is  instructed  to  collect  all  material  upon 
the  co-operative  work  of  Comrade  Lenin  with  the  revolu- 
tionary communist  youth  movement  during  the  war  and  later 
in  Russia  and  in  the  C.  1.  and  the  Y.  C.  1.  This  material 
must  be  carefully  examined  and  utilized  in  the  necessary  manner 
in  the  press  and  (or)  in  special  pamphlets,  etc. 

The  Congress  calls  to  the  communist  youth  of  all  countries 
to  occupy  themselves  systematically  and  persistently  with  the 
work  of  Comrade  Lenin  in  order  to  educate  a new  generation 
of  true  bolsheviks,  free  from  ail  the  heritages  of  the  Second 
International,  from  the  ranks  of  the  Young  Communist  In- 
ternational. 


I'he  Reorganization  of  the  Leagues. 

At  till-  Fourth  World  Congress  of  the  Y.  ('.  1.  the  complete 
building  up  of  the  organization  upon  the  basis  of  the  shop 
nuclei  and  the  car  ving  out  of  the  main  work  of  the  League 
in  the  shop  nuclei  stands  before  each  League  as  its  practical 
tusk.  This  shows  a great  progress  of  the  Y.  C.  I.  in  the 
transformation  of  it  Leagues  to  communist  mass-youth  or- 
ganization* and  actual  leaders  of  the  struggle  of  the  working 
youth.  The  organization  of  the  shop  nuclei  and  the  re- 
organization oi  the  Leagues  upon  their  basis  was  set  by 
the  Third  Congress  as  the  preliminary  condition  for  fhc 
Practical  fulfilment  of  the  whole  League  activity  as  a mass- 
work.  This  has  been  completely  ratified.  According  to  the 
proportion  and  extent  to  which  the  Leagues  have  practically 
taken  up  the  shop  nuclei  work,  they  were  able  to  strengthen 
their  ranks,  to  increase  and  make  permanent  their  influence 
upon  the  working  youth,  and  replace  the  old  methods  of  the 
territorial  organization  by  the  forms  oi  mass-work  and  to 
develop  more  and  more  into  the  mass-organization  of  the 
young  workers  recognized  as  such  by  the  proletarian  youth 
and  the  working  class.  In  those  countries  where  shop  nuclei 
have  not  yet  been  established,  the  ideological  enlightenment 
work  which  has  been  carried  on  upon  the  methods  and  aims 
of  the  nuclei  organization  has  shown  clearly  and  definitely 
to  the  League  the  way  to  the  masses  ol  the  youth  and  to 
the  msas  organization.  All  objections  to  .he'  slum  m.rlei 

V*  T - PratiK*  Lu ^ has  shown 

“ ttSifSjl  br°a,Jtr  and  iB 

(.\tcn.ion.  Tnt  fourth  Congress  therefore  decides  upon  an 

uninterrupted  utilization  ol  the  stage  which  ha  - if.  P Ii  .31 

cd  in  the  internal  cnlish,c„mcm  .4  and  „f  n “•’’’tE 

achieved  steps,  for  the  creation  of  shL  - hc  Practica.ny 

ary  conditions  which  have  been  Cr  .iT11,  The  prclimin- 

Cn  Crc*,cd  are  sufficient  to 
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«1  the  carrying-out  of  the  complete  reorganization  upon 
the  basis  of  the  shop  nuclei  as  ihc  central  task  of  the  Leagues 
in  the  next  period.  In  place  of  the  slogan  “form  (he  nuclei!" 
must  he: 

"Reorganize  the  Leagues  upon  the  Basis  of  the  Shop  Nuclei!" 
A new  impetus  must  be  given  in  the  Leagues  for  the  taking 
up  of  this  activity  upon  the  broadest  possible  scale,  and  it 
must  be  conducted  systematically  and  with  increasing  strength 
until : 

The  Complete  Reorganization  of  the  Leagues  i$  Achieved. 

Rush  the  Reorganization  into  the  Foreground! 

The  directions  of  the  Third  Congress  and  the  Bureau 
Session  upon  the  practical  measures  for  the  building  up  of 
the  shop  nuclei  organization  are  still  valid.  The  results  of 
the  nuclei  work  in  relation  to  the  transformation  of  the 
League  work  and  the  composition  of  the  organization  ratified 
completely  the  statements  of  the  Bureau  Session.  A number 
of  incorrect  ideas  upon  the  work  and  functions  of  the  shop  nuclei 
within  the  whole  organization  have  appeared,  which  are  above 
all  caused  by  the  fact  that  the  shop  nuclei  which  have  been 
formed  are  in  most  cases  still  not  the  basic  unit,  but  only 
a side-growth  of  the  existing  local  organization.  Their  work 
must  be  carried  on  as  the  basic  unit  of  the  organization 
according  to  the  instructions  issued  by  the  E.  C.  in  that 
connection. 

The  Congress  states  that  no  wide-reaching  measures  for 
the  reorganization  of  the  old  organization  were  taken  in  any 
Leagues.  The  building  up  of  the  shop  nuclei  organization 
will  remain  in  its  beginnings  so  long  as  the  question  of  the 
reorganization  of  the  local  organizations  and  of  the  League 
itself,  remains  in  the  background,  as  has  previously  been 
the  case.  The  rcorganzation  must  all  the  time  be  regarded 
as  an  unpostponablc  practical  necessity  at  each  step  of  the 
shop  nuclei  activity.  "1  hc  creation  of  shop  nuclei  is  a comp- 
aratively easily  achieved  stage  in  the  reorganization.  This 
must  be  immediately  followed  by  the  rebuilding  of  the 
organization  which  have  previously  been  built  up  on  a terri- 
torial principle.  This  takes  place  thru  the  district  organiza- 


,j01,  0\  [he  shop  nuclei  and  the  centralized  building  up  of 
tlio  organization  ol  the  district  upon  these  basic  units,  l he 
longer  the  groups  built  upon  the  territorial  basis  continue 
to  exist  beside  the  shop  nuclei*  the  longci  \'ill  the  shop 
nuclei  he  hindered  in  taking  over  the  whole  l unctions  ol 
the  organization,  and  its  development  troin  the  fractional 
nuclei  grouping  to  the  real  basis  units  of  the  oiganization), 
will  he  made  much  more  ditficult.  1 he  result  is  that  the 
shop  nuclei  just  in  the  decisive  moment*  as  toi  instance, 
strikes,  mass-victimization,  or  illegality  etc.  will  show  them- 
selves as  not  sufficiently  strong  and  consolidated  and  quickly 
disappear.  This  means  a very  great  set-back  to  the  district 
organization  which  loses  at  one  blow  all  its  connection  with 
the  masses  of  the  young  workers.  Only  when  the  shop  nuclei 
form  the  basis  of  the  district  organization,  will  a mechanical 
separation  of  the  organization  from  the  working  youth  be 
impossible  and  the  daily  influence  and  leadership  of  the 
masses  of  the  youth  by  the  organization  be  assured  in  all 
circumstances.  And  in  relation  also  to  the  ideological  attitude 
of  our  members,  particularly  the  youth  of  the  shops,  it  is 
extremely  important  that  the  practical  taking  up  of  the  re- 
organization be  not  postponed  after  the  general  propaganda 
lor  the  shop  nuclei  organization.  If  this  is  done  the  com- 
mcneng  enthusiasm  and  willingness  will  quickly  deteriorate 
into  disinterestedness  and  neglect  and  similarly  a heavy  set 
back  will  be  suffered. 

The  question  of  the  building  up  may  therefore  in  the 
future  no  longer  be  separated  from  the  activity  for  the 
creation  of  shop  nuclei.  At  the  very  formation  of  a shop 
nucleus,  its  leadership  and  the  district  committc  should  con- 
sider the  next  practical  measures  for  the  further  carrying 
on  of  the  rebuilding  of  the  district.  In  the  explanation  to 
the  membership,  the  complete  reorganization  must  be  dealt 
with  and  the  necessity  for  the  local  building  up  must  be 
pressed  sharply  into  the  foreground. 

It  remains  correct  that  the  transfomation  must  be  care- 
fully prepared  both  ideologically  and  organizationally  and 
systematically  cariied  out.  I his  means  in  no  way  however 
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that  the  work  should  be  carried  on  slowly  and  haltingly. 
On  the  contrary,  in  many  disticts  the  transformation  will  have 
to  be  carried  out  quickly  and  energetically.  It  is  also  not 
necessary  to  wait  until  all  districts  are  prepared  for  their 
transformation.  It  is  by  no  means  a drawback  if  one  part 
of  a League  is  built  up  upon  the  basis  of  (he  shop  nuclei 
whilst  another  part  still  retains  the  old  basis.  It  is  the  task 
of  the  League  leadership  to  prepare  the  most  important  parts 
of  the  organization  for  the  immediate  reorganization  and  to 
assist  them  in  its  carrying  out  by  affording  them  special 
help. 

The  Organizational  Measures  for  the  Reorganization. 

It  is  important  to  point  out  once  again  that  even  tho  the 
measures  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  transformation  take  on  quite 
a practical  organizational  character,  that  nevertheless,  the  reor- 
ganization is  not  a mere  reorganization  of  the  present  member- 
ship of  the  Leagues  in  another  organizational  form.  The  reorgani- 
zation means  much  more  the  creation  of  me  conditions  wich  made 
possible  a daily  work  amongst  the  masses  of  the  youth  and  the 
pemanent  leadership  and  influencing  of  the  youth  and  the 
oiganization  of  the  most  important  sections  of  the  youth 
working  class.  The  liquidation  of  the  existing  organization 
upon  the  territorial  basis  is  only  a part  of  the  whole  re- 
organization or  the  League.  It  helps  above  all  in  the  budding 
up  of  organizations  in  the  industrial  districts  and  in  the 
towns,  independent  of  the  existence  or  the  strength  of  the 
present  organizations.  The  efforts  for  the  winning  o 
the  masses  of  the  industrial  youth  must  be  continued, 
and  the  transformation  of  the  present  social  composition 
and  the  increase  of  the  present  membership  of  the  Leagues 
carried  on  with  all  means.  The  immediate  commencement  of 
the  reorganization  of  all  Leagues  with  .hcsc  *****  J® 
possible.  In  the  Leagues  where  a great  number  of  sh  p 
( nuclei  have  been  formed,  whole  sections  »rc  r‘P  , 

the  transformation.  In  the  others,  particularly  he  small 
and  young  Leagues,  the  reorganization  means  a 
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building  up  nt  the  League  tor  tlic  first  time  which  must 
bo  dune  immediately  upon  the  basis  of  the  shop  nuclei. 

The  organizational  measures  For  the  reorganization  which 
mtist  naturally  bo  according  to  the  situation  in  whch  the 
1 eague  finds  itself,  must  be  decided  upon  by  the  National 
Executive  Committee  which  must  also  supervise  their  carrying* 
mu  for  the  whole  League,  and  its  individual  districts. 
For  this  purpose  the  N.  E.  C.’s  must  set  up  plans  of  work 
with  time-limits  and  sec  to  it  that  each  League  member  is 
made  aware  of  them. 

The  district  committees  decide  together  with  the  N.  E.  C. 
the  time  for  the  reorganization  in  their  districts  and  decide 
the  date  upon  which  the  reorganization  must  he  completed 
for  their  own  sub-districts. 

The  plan  of  the  district  or  the  town  must  provide  for 
discussions  with  the  officials,  with  the  individual  group  and 
shop  nuclei  leaderships;  for  the  carrying  out  of  a registration 
of  the  membership  according  to  the  place  of  work;  the 
formation  ol  shop  nuclei  wherever  League  members  arc  in 
a shop.  The  division  and  demarcation  of  the  city  districts 
into  nuclei  groups  or  sub-districts  in  made  thru  the  town 
leadership,  with  consideration  to  the  situation  of  the  shops. 
Very  often  these  boundaries  will  not  be  in  agreement  with 
the  present  one  of  the  territorial  groups  and  districts  etc. 
The  plan  for  this  division  must  be  decided  by  a general 
membership  meeting.  Upon  the  basis  of  the  registration 
the  town  leadership  divides  the  members  of  the  groups  or 
the  districts  according  to  the  place  of  work.  With  this,  their 
transformation  from  the  existing  territorial  group  to  the 
group  in  the  place  of  work  takes  place  and  they  immediately 
exercise  all  rights  and  carry  out  all  duties  in  the  new  group. 
A district  meeting  or  meeting  of  the  groups  is  then  called 
and  of  the  shop  nuclei  and  individual  members  W'orking  in 
the  shops  in  this  locality,  the  members  chosen  for  joining 
the  shop  nuclei,  and  finally  each  member  living  in  the  locality, 
and  organized  there  during  the  transformation  period.  ' The 
voting  for  the  group  or  district  leadership  takes  place  at  this 
meeting,  and  this  leadership  must  be  composed  of  a majority 
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of  shop  nuclei  members.  Their  first  task  is  the  setting  up 
of  a plan  of  work  and  the  determination  of  the  tasks  of  the 
shop  nuclei  and  the  remaining  members.  After  tbc  building 
up  of  all  sections  of  the  town  organization,  the  new  election 
‘ of  the  whole  leadership,  and  later  at  a sub-district  conference 
of  the  groups  built  up  upon  the  basis  of  the  nuclei,  the  new 
election  for  the  sub-district  leadership,  takes  place. 

In  smalt  districts  where  the  creation  of  special  groups  or 
districts  is  not  necessary,  the  reorganization  is  carried  on 
thru  a clear  division  of  the  groups  into  shop  nuclei  and  the 
necessary  division,  or  during  the  transformation  period,  the 
grouping,  of  the  members  not  in  shop  nuclei. 

Where,  for  instance,  in  the  large  towns  the  transformation 
makes  particular  local  difficulties,  a number  of  assistant 
1 measures  can  be  introduced.  These  must  be  limited  to  the 
very  shortest  space  of  time  and  must  only  be  used  where 
absolutely  necessary.  In  general  however  it  is  better  to  in- 
troduce a number  of  exceptional  and  transformational 
measures  in  the  organization  built  up  upon  the  shop  nuclei 
. than  to  remain  in  a situation  of  gradual  transformation  from 
the  old  to  the  new  organization. 

The  reorganization  can  be  regarded  as  concluded  only 
when  the  organizational  construction  takes  place  according 
to  the  following  average  scheme: 

1.  The  Shop  Nucleus.  As  the  basic  unit  of  the  or- 

ganization. 

2.  The  Nuclei  Group  or  Department.  The  Organization 

of  various  shop  nuclei  of  a locality  grouped  around 
( a large  shop.  Nuclei  groups  will  however  only  be 

formed  in  the  large  towns  and  even  here  they  will 
be  dependent  upon  the  local  situation  of  the  shop, 
the  existence  of  large  shops,  and  the  strength  of 
large  shops,  and  the  strength  of  the  shop  nuclei. 

( 3.  District.  The  organization  of  the  shop  nuclei  of  a 

section  of  the  town  or  of  the  shop  nuclei  or  shop 
nuclei  groups  (where  such  exist). 


Ju 


Town  Organization.  Organization  o I 
a I ilk'  shop  nuclei 

b)  the  shop  nuclei  and  nuclei  groups 
el  the  districts  of  a town  according 
industrial  strength. 


to  size  and 


Part  Questions  of  the  Reorganisation. 

Transformation  Measures  for  the  Organization  of  Members 

nor  in  Shop  Nuclei. 

In  the  course  of  the  reorganization  it  may  become  necess- 
ary to  use  assistant  measures  for  the  organization  of  the 
Teague  members  not  organized  in  the  shop  nuclei.  This  will 
he  particularly  the  case  where  the  social  composition  of  the 
Teague  is  such  that  only  a very  inconsiderable  part  of  the 
membership  can  be  organized  directly  in  the  shop  nuclei 
at  the  place  of  work.  The  complete  apportionment  of  all 
other  members  will  then  be  carried  out  not  without  danger  for 
the  fundamental  composition  and  the  work  of  the  shop  nuclei. 
The  Leagues  must  work  energetically  for  the  betterment  of 
their  social  composition  so  that  in  a short  time  the  prepond- 
erating majority  of  the  League  membership  is  organized 
in  the  shop  nuclei  and  thus  all  other  organizational  forms 
made  unnecessary.  Where  it  is  already  possible,  no  other 
organizational  form  should  be  created  outside  the  shop  nuclei, 
and  the  whole  membership  should  be  organized  in  the  shop 
nuclei.  Where  however  such  organizational  forms  are  for 
a limited  time  necessary,  they  must  be  only  of  a transitional 
character,  they  may  in  no  way  be  regarded  as  being  upon 
an  equal  looting  with  the  shop  nuclei,  and  they  must  leave 
open  all  possibilities  for  their  liquidation.  The  question  of 
their  formation  is  not  a general  one  for  the  whole  League, 
but  only  for  individual  sections  of  it  where  the  situation 
demands  it.  and  only  then  when  it  would  lead  to  a real 
assistance  for  the  whole  building  up.  The  decision  of  the 
forms  to  be  used  in  a particular  country  or  parts  of  a country 
must  be  come  to  by  special  agreement  between  the  E.  C.  of 
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the  Y.  C.  I.  and  the  N.  E.  C.  of  the  particular  League  The 
forms  which  come  into  question  arc:  ' 

Part  attachment  of  members  to  the  shop  nuclei 

Work  groups  in  the  town  or  district  committees  which 
contain  the  members  not  belonging  to  shop  nuclei  and  utilizing 
them  lor  special  functions.  b 

Street  groups  formed  according  to  the  district  of  living  of 
the  particular  members.  These  may  not  be  too  targe  l/thc 
locality  of  a nuclei  group  or  a district,  the  existing  street 
groups  will  be  attached  to  the  respective  committee* 

All  these  membership  groups  carry  out  their  work  in 
support  of  the  shop  nuclei.  They  will  be  used  for  the  support 
of  the  whole  activity  of  the  shop  nuclei,  in  the  work  which 
these  latter  have  to  perform  in  and  before  the  shops,  and  in 
the  streets  and  houses  etc.  Members  may  not  be  accepted 
directly  by  these  groups,  but  must  be  passed  on  to  the 
district  or  town  committee.  These  groups  exercise  their 
rights  (participation  in  voting  etc.)  in  special  meetings  called 
by  the  town  or  district  committees  etc.  and  in  the  general 
membership  meetings. 

The  Organization  of  Members  working  individually  in 
shops 

and  those  engaged  in  small  shops. 


A difference  must  be  made  in  regard  to  the  members  who 
work  singly  or  in  twos  in  shops  where  large  large  numbers 
of  workers  arc  engaged,  and  those  who  work  often  singly, 
in  tiic  small  shops  and  in  the  handicrafts  with  few  workers. 
But  the  greatest  possible  application  of  the  principle  of 
the  organization  according  to  the  place  of  work  holds  good 
for  both  of  them. 

In  the  first  ctise  there  is  the  possibility  for  the  particular 
member  to  form  a nucleus  in  his  place  of  work.  An  individual 
member  in  a shop  is  to  be  regarded  (in  a limited  sense)  as  a 
nucleus.  He  has  the  most  urgent  tasks  to  perform  to  enlarge 
the  nucleus  by  the  winning  of  new  members  and  to  carry 
out  all  the  tasks  of  the  League  amongst  the  young  workers 
Ti  the  shop  according  to  his  abilities.  In  this  activity  he  should 


be  supported  by  the  neighboring  nuclei.  The  (individual  ) 
nuclei  belong  to  the  group  in  the  district  in  which  their  shop 
is  situated.  Their  members  take  part  in  the  meetings  of  the 


neighboring  nuclei,  apart  front  the  periodical  membership 
meetings  of  the  group  or  the  district. 

No  single  form  can  be  given  for  the  organization  of  the 
members  engaged  in  the  small  shops  and  this  will  differ 
according  to  the  various  countries.  It  lies  in  the  sense  of  the 
reorganization  of  the  Leagues  that  a concentration  upon  the 
winning  of  the  industrial  youth  and  particularly  those  of  the 
large  and  decisive  shops  shall  take  place.  The  small  industrial 
vouth  have  only  a subordinate  importance  For  the  extension 
of  our  League,  and  the  organizational  forms  to  be  decided 
for  them  remain  subordinate  part  questions.  The  following 


forms  come  into  question: 


a)  Allotment  of  the  particular  members  to  the  shop  nuclei. 

b)  Their  organization  in  the  transitional  assistant  forms. 

c)  In  indi vdi: at  countries  with  little  industry  and  few 
industrial  districts,  the  organization  of  the  members  in  similar 
or  related  trades  or  in  neighboring  smalt  shops  in  the  nuclei. 


The  Organization  of  the  Unemployed  Members, 

Members  becoming  unemployed  remain  fundamentally 
members  of  their  shop  nucleus  until  they  enter  another  shop. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  important  measures  to  prevent  the 
destruction  of  our  nuclei  thru  mass  dismissals  (clearing  of 
the  shops)  and  mass-victimi2ation  of  leading  comrades.  Com- 
rades becoming  unemployed  retain  their  functions  in  the 
nuclei  as  far  as  possible.  Those  unemployed  members  who 
live  very  far  from  their  shop  nuclei  may  be  released  from 
participation  in  the  work  of  the  shop  nuclei  by  a decision 
of  the  district  or  town  leadership,  '['here  comrades  will  then 
become  attached  to  the  shop  nuclei  in  their  district  of  living, 
preferably  to  those  of  the  same  trade.  The  unemployed 
members  must  assist,  particularly  during  the  reorganization, 
in  the  building-up  of  the  shop  nuclei  by  being  attached  to 
particular  shops  (where  possible  to  their  last  place  of  work.) 
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I he  shop  nuclei  must  control  their  unemployed  members 
who  belong  to  the  unemployed  fractions.  The  unemployed 
fraction  of  a town  will  be  led  by  the  town  leadership.  The 
creation  of  nuclei  composed  of  unemployed  members  on  an 
equal  organizational  footing,  with  the  shop  nuclei  is  not  per- 
missible. 

The  Organizational  Form  in  the  Country. 

The  basic  organizational  unit  in  the  country  will  be,  as  in 
the  towns  and  industrial  centres,  the  nucleus,  which  will 
however  differ  somewhat  in  its  structure  from  the  industrial 
nucleus. 

On  the  estates  where  a large  number  of  young  workers 
are  employed,  estate  nuclei  must  be  formed.  In  the  villages 
where  there  are  only  individual  undertakings  in  each  of 
which  only  very  few  young  workers  are  engaged,  village 
nuclei  must  be  formed.  These  comprise  the  w-hole  member- 
ship of  the  village.  The  leading  organ  of  the  village  nucleus 
is  the  nucleus  leadership. 

In  such  neghborhoods  where  the  undertakings  or  estates 
are  far  removed  one  from  the  other,  a village  group  must  be 
formed  in  which  the  existing  estate  nuclei  will  be  organized 
together  wth  the  village  nucleus. 


Resolution 

uiion  (lip  International  Relations  of  the  Shop  Nuclei. 

The  great  interest  of  the  membership  and  particularly 
id  the  shop  nuclei  of  many  Leagues  in  the  establishment  of 
immediate  relationship  with  the  brother  organizations  makes 
it  necessary  that  the  National  Executive  Committees  pay 
i Viv at  attention  to  the  consolidation  and  the  establishment  of 
international  relationships  The  Leagues  arc  still  insuffici- 
ently prepared  to  answer  the  practical  efforts  of  the  Young 
Communist  League  of  Russia  in  this  connection,  and  the 
connections  which  have  been  established  have  remained  up  to 
the  moment  weak.  The  carrying  out  of  the  international 
connections  must  therefore  be  deepened  and  systematized 
and  receive  a more  earnest  character.  For  this  reason,  there- 
fore, an  enlightenment  work  upon  the  general  importance 
of  the  international  relations  must  be  carried  out  in  the 
Leagues:  the  main  points  of  this  must  be:  a means  of  inter- 
national education:  material  for  agitation  and  propaganda; 
the  exchange  of  experiences;  the  drawing  of  the  Leagues 
more  closely  together  and  the  furtherng  of  practical  solidarity. 
The  shop  nuclei  proposed  for  the  relations  must  be  carefully 
chosen  and  their  activity  towards  the  nuclei  connected  with 
them  must  be  regular  and  permanent.  A connections  com- 
mittee or  a responsible  member  for  the  control,  the  prepara- 
tion and  the  utilization  of  these  international  relationships 
must  be  established  in  the  National  Executive  Committees. 


The  Economic  Trade-Union  Struggle 
of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues. 

i. 

Situation  of  the  Trade-Union  Struggle. 

0 The  Second  Congress  made  the  fundamental  decisions 
for  the  trade-union  economic  struggle.  The  Third  Congress 
presented  a practical  program  of  the  struggle.  The  Fourth 
Bureau  Session  made  this  program  concrete  and  underlined 
once  again  the  most  important  tasks  of  the  Y.  C.  L.  ’$.  The 
Fourth  Congress  emphatically  repeats  that  the  decisions  of  the 
previous  congresses  and  the  Bureau  Session  were  correct 
and  that  in  particular  the  perspective  of  the  Bureau  Session 
of  a strengthening  of  the  offensive  of  capital  has  been  proved 
correct. 

2)  'I  he  past  period  showed  us  not  merely  an  increase  of 
the  pauperization  of  the  proletariat  in  general,  but  above  all 
it  showed  us  that  the  situation  of  the  young  workers  in 
comparison  with  that  of  the  whole  proletariat  had  become  still 
worse  so  that  spontaneous  strikes  of  apprentices  and  young 
workers  have  repeatedly  come  about  in  various  countries. 

3)  Despite  all  these  facts  and  the  important  progress  which 
has  been  made  in  the  trade-union  economic  work,  sufficient 
attention  is  not  even  now  paid  to  this  work  and  it  does  not 
take  sufficient  space  in  the  activity  of  the  League.  In  most 
countries  the  activity  of  the  Leagues  in  this  respect  limits  itself 
still  to  a rather  general  propaganda  by  word  and  in  the 
press.  Only  very  few  of  the  Leagues  carry  on  a regular  and 
active  trade-union  economic  activity  in  the  sense  that  they  take 
an  active  part  in  all  questions  and  struggles  of  the  working 
class  and  represent  the  interests  of  the  working  class  youth 
in  these  struggles  and  in  the  sense  that  they  carry  on  a 
serious  struggle  for  concrete  demands. 


I |k«  Fourth  Congress  must  state  definitely  that  in  conse- 
quence ol  the  organizational  detects,  in  consequence  of  the 
lack  of  support  points  in  the  shops,  the  trade-union  economic 
work  m the  hist  period  has  remained  tar  behind  our  expecta- 
tions. This  is  chiefly  due  to  the  fact  thill  we  have  not  suffici- 
entiv  busied  ourselves  with  examining  the  actual  situation  of 
the  young  workers.  When  actions  were  undertaken  they  had 
an  casual  character  (.individual  cases  of  mal -treatment  of 
apprentices,  actions  in  the  continuation  schools,  etc.).  Actual 
material  on  the  economic  situation  of  the  young  workers  in 
the  large  shops  and  material  on  the  actual  conditions  on  which 
the  voting  workers  work  was  collected  by  very  few  of  the 
Leagues.  Above  all  it  must  be  stated,  that  the  work  in  the 
trade  unions  was  not  taken  up  sufficiently  energetically  in 
most  of  the  Leagues.  The  creation  of  economic  trade-union 
departments  in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  Fourth 
Bureau  Session  was.  it  is  true,  undertaken  by  most  of  the 
Leagues,  but  these  departements  were  either  composed  of  one 
man,  or  were  not  based  on  the  work  to  be  performed.  The 
supply  of  practical  material  to  ihe  membership  was  only  carri- 
ed out  by  a very  lew  of  the  Leagues.  The  issue  of  popular 
m:i»  literature  on  the  economic  situation  and  economic  strug- 
gle of  the  working  class  youth  has  been  almost  completely 
neglected.  The  reporting  to  the  Executive  Committee  upon 
tiit.  trade-union  economic  work  of  the  individual  groups  has 
also  been  very  defective. 

The  carrying  out  of  the  decision  of  the  Fourth  Bureau 
Session  in  relation  to  the  campaign  lor  entry  into  the  trade 
unions  was,  it  is  true,  commenced  by  most  of  the  Leagues, 
However,  this  was  not  carried  out  with  the  necessary  energy 
and  system.  The  creation  of  fractions,  and  where  they  exist 
the  work  carried  on  by  them,  must  be  characterized  as  ab- 
solutely insufficient.  Apart  from  the  question  of  the  shop 
nuclei,  this  is  also  a reason  why  the  Leagues  in  many  cases 
were  not  in  a position  to  take  up  the  struggle  actively..  The 
spontaneous  youth  strikes  show  this  very  clearly.  In  this 
question  special  directions  were  worked  out  which  the  Con- 
gress added  and  ratified  anew  (see  appendix  to  theses), 


-I)  The  economic  trade-union  struggle  has  been  carried  on 
by  many  Leagues  only  through  their  department.  The  econ- 
omic trade-union  struggle  is  however  an  important  part  of 
the  political  activity  and  must  therefore  be  carried  on  much 
more  in  connection  with  the  other  activity  and  must  stand  in 
much  closer  relation  to  the  other  tasks.  This  means  that 
the  Leagues  must  react  to  all  events,  as  for  instance,  the 
Experts’  Report  in  Germany,  the  Labor  government  in  England. 
In  this  way  the  trade-union  economic  struggle  will  become 
n part  of  the  entire  activity  of  the  Leagues  and  have  a political 
content. 

5)  The  formation  of  shop  nuclei  has  now  increased  the 
connections  of  the  Y.  C.  L.’s  with  the  masses  of  the  working 
class  youth  nml  has  advanced  the  economic  trade-union  strug- 
gle and  made  it  more  living  and  concrete  and  has  given  it  also 
more  of  a mass  character.  The  more  the  young  communist 
organizations  proceed  along  the  way  to  mass  organizations, 
mid  the  nearer  they  come  to  this  aim,  the  more  develops  their 
role  as  the  daily  and  practical  guardian  of  the  interests  of  the 
working  class  youth  in  all  questions  and  the  more  important 
will  therefore  become  the  practical  work  in  the  trade  unions, 
and  particularly  their  connections  with  the  Red  Trade  Union 
opposition  and  the  Red  Trade  Unions.  As  yet.  on  this  field 
we  have  still  very  few  experiences,  and  the  relations  to  the 
Red  Trade  Union  oppositions  and  the  Red  Trade  Unions  are 
in  practice  very  irregular,  and  in  most  case*  still  unsolved, 
in  many  countries  digressions  and  incorrect  tendencies  have 
become  observable.  The  International  Congresses  and  also 
the  Fourth  Bureau  Session  have  definitely  stated  that  ihe 
creation  of  special  economic  youth  organizations  is  unneces- 
sary and  the  formation  of  youth  sections  in  the  trade  unions 
is  to  be  particularly  rejected,  because  the  division  between 
the  youth  and  the  adult  workers  is  increased  thereby  and  be- 
cause the  Y.  C.  L.’s  must  be  the  only  organization  of  the 
working  class  youth  within  the  limits  of  the  proletarian  class 
struggle.  Nevertheless,  this  false  idea  of  special  trade  union 
organizations  for  the  youth  and  youth  sections,  appears  ever 
and  again,  supported  by  varying  arguments. 
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ti)  One  can  observe  iiUtTiinl ituiull v the  following  three 

phases:  — , 

,,  ihut  of  the  theoretical  discussion  of  the  ipicstion  of 

trade-union  economic  work. 

M The  period  ol  the  general  propngniula  of  our  demands 
and 

, i The  period  ol  the  propaganda  o!  concrete  demands  aris- 
ing out  of  a given  situation  and  an  actual  struggle  for  them. 

Most  of  the  Leagues  have  already  left  the  first  period,  even 
tho  in  some  of  the  important  Leagues  there  is  not  yel 
complete  clarity  on  this  question,  and  in  some  Leagues  di- 
gressions are  in  part  still  represented  on  individual  points, 
which  on  an  international  scale  arc  completely  clear.  Most 
Leagues  find  themselves  at  the  moment  on  the  way  from  thu 

second  to  the  third  phase,  that  is  to  say  they  have  set  up  the 
economic  program  of  struggle  according  to  the  decisions  of 
our  Congress  and  proceed  to  propagate  special  demands  aris- 
ing out  of  the  particular  situation  in  their  countries  in  all 
struggles  of  the  working  class,  to  represent  these  demands 
and  to  organize  the  struggle  lor  them.  In  estimating  tltc 
above  facts,  the  Congress  therefore  decides:  — 


II.  The  Next  Tasks  of  the  Leagues. 

u As  the  perspective  ot  the  Fourth  Bureau  Session  in 
relation  to  the  growth  of  the  offensive  of  capital  and  the 
increase  of  the  pauperization  of  the  masses  of  the  working 
class  youth  has  shown  itself  to  be  correct,  all  Leagues  in  the 
coming  period  must  first  increase  their  economic  trade-union 
work  in  general,  and  secondly,  they  must  proceed  from  the 
general  propaganda  of  our  slogans  to  the  systematic  daily  con- 
crete work  of  the  struggle,  beginning  with  the  daily  struggle 
and  the  representation  of  the  interests  ot  the  working  class 
youth  thru  the  nuclei  in  the  shops,  ;uwl  the  continuous  re- 
presentation of  individual  demands  in  the  party,  youth  and 
trade-union  press  and  through  the  fractions  in  trade  unions 
together  with  the  fractions  of  the  Party,  through  a continuous 
influencing  of  the  masses  ol  the  young  workers  and  the  parti- 
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cipulion  in  all  conflicts*  to  the  organization  of  actions  for 
the  struggle  for  definite  demands.  Thirdly,  in  connection  with 
i he  offensive  of  capital,  the  economic  activity  must  be  made 
political,  that  is  to  say  the  Leagues  must  bind  up  the  economic 
struggle  with  the  general  political  activity  and  use  it  to  show 
the  broad  masses  of  the  working  class  youth  that  each 
economic  struggle  in  its  final  end  is  a political  struggle. 

hj  The  trade-union  economic  departments  must  be  built 
up  as  real  and  efficient  departments  carrying  out  an  important 
work.  The  points  in  the  resolution  of  the  Bureau  Session 
in  relation  to  the  tasks  inside  the  organization  must  be  carried 
out  without  interruption.  The  Fourth  Congress  underlines 
particularly  the  necessity  for  the  calling  of  practical  work 
conferences  in  the  lccak  districts  and  on  a national  scale  of 
the  economic  trade-union  functionaries,  the  supply  to  the 
membership  of  practical  material,  and  the  issuing  of  popular 
mass  literature  on  the  economic  situation  and  the  struggle  ol 
the  working  class  youth. 

11 L The  Trade-Union  Economic  Work  and  the  Shop  Nuclei. 

a)  The  Congress  underlined  once  again  what  was  said  on 
the  importance  oi  the  shop  nuclei  in  the  trade-union  economic 
struggle  in  the  resolution  of  the  Fourth  Bureau  Session,  i. 
c. : - "The  formation  of  shop  nuclei  and  the  carrying  through 
of  the  reorganization  ot  the  League  upon  this  basis  is  the 
most  important  condition  for  the  economic  trade-union  work 
and  must  be  started  energetically  . Therefore,  in  the  coming 
period  the  weight  of  the  whole  economic  struggle  must  be 
laid  upon  the  shops,  that  is  to  say,  the  shop  nuclei  must 
become  the  bearer  of  the  trade-union  economic  struggle. 

The  existence  of  "listening  posts"  and  "pulse-feelers'  in 
the  shops  guarantee,  tl)  a correct  and  efficicni  system  of 
reporting  on  a national  and  international  scale  on  the  economic 
situation  and  the  economic  struggle  of  the  working  class  youth 
and  (2)  a leadership  by  the  Leagues  of  the  masses  of  the 
young  workers,  basing  itself  upon  the  actual  facts,  in  short 
a real  trade-union  economic  work. 
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M The  shop  nuclei  have  not  n purely  economic  mule-union 
in  ik' l u'li  hut  v.  it  hunt  shop  nuclei  no  good  work  in  the  trade 
union'  can  he  earned  on.  If  only  one  trade  union  exists  in 
i shop  the  nucleus  will  play  the  role  ot  a trade  union  frac- 
tion. If  however  several  trade  unions  exist  the  nucleus  must 

build  fractious  for  each  trade  union. 

The  shop  nuclei  must  watch  everv  change  of  spirit  and 
movement  of  the  working  class  youth  in  the  shop  and  act 
upon  it.  The  nucleus  can  best  protect  the  interests  of  the 
young  workers  in  the  shops  thru  ns  daily  contact  with  them,  be- 
cause  it  interests  itself  in  all  questions  and  needs  of  the  youth 
and  becomes  the  rallying  point  of  all  dissatisfaction,  the 
ijviM-r  the  helper  and  above  all  the  leader  of  all  the  young 
MkorWcr'  The  >hop  nuclei  agitate  for  joining  the  trade  unions 
ami  carry  on  revolutionary  work  thru  their  activity  in  the 
shops. 

ci  The  shop  nuclei  must  react  to  all  events  in  the  shops 
and  through  the  trade  union  fractions  ol  the  V.  C.  L.  they 
must  bung  up  all  questions  raised  in  the  'hop  for  discussion 
in  the  trade  unions.  (Thru  the  calling  ol  shop  meetings  which 
deal  with  all  questions  and  give  the  necessary  instructions.) 
The  smallest  event  in  the  shop  must  he  used  to  bind  mutually 
the  petty  struggles  in  the  shop  with  the  practical  work  in  the 
.trade  unions.  The  shop  nuclei  of  the  Y.  C.  I.  should  set  up 
definite  demands  supported  on  the  concrete  facts  of  the  situa- 
tion ol  the  working  class  youth  in  the  shops  (wage  questions, 
work  hours,  hygienic  arrangements,  etc.)  and  undertake  ac* 
tions  tor  these  demands  with  the  support  ut  the  adult  workers. 
It  is  the  task  of  the  shop  nuclei  to  mobilise  the  whole  working 
youth  in  the  struggles  ol  the  working  class  (strikes,  lock- 
outs. etc.)  and  support  them  with  ail  possible  strength. 

Similarly,  we  will  be  able  to  form  nuclei  in  such  shops 
where  as  yet  wc  have  none,  above  all  thru  a participation  in 
the  struggles  or  thru  some  particular  event  in  the  shops. 

d)  A class  contact  must  be  created  and  maintained  with1 
the  representatives  of  the  trade  unions  in  the  shops  with  the 
fractions  and  shop  nuclei  of  the  I’arty  and  the  shop  councils 
where  such  exist.  Reports  must  be  made  to  the  Party’  the 
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Y mi th  and  the  T rade  Union  press  on  nil  the  important  hanPtn. 
ings  in  the  simps.  A particularly  important  means  for  in- 
Hucncing  the  young  workers  in  the  shops,  and  for  the  rrc- 
partition  of  actions  for  definite  demands  is  that  the  shop 
nuclei  papers,  give  considerable  space  to  the  description  of 
the  situation  and  exploitation  of  the  youth  in  the  shops  md 
the  popularisation  of  our  demands. 

e)  The  Y.  C.  L.  must  take  an  active  pan  in  the  shop  coun- 
cil , movement  (shop  councils,  shop  committees,  shop  stewards, 
liictury  committees,  etc.)  and  where  none  of  these  exist  they 
must  take  on  active  part  in  the  formation  of  them.  The  nuclei 
mu  t fight  lor  the  active  and  passive  right  of  the  yobng  work- 
ers to  vote  for  the  shop  councils.  In  the  countries  where  this 
ha . not  yet  been  attained,  but  where  however  the  shop  coun* 

1 eils  movement  represents  a mass-movement  and  where  the 
Leagues  have  sulficicnt  strength  at  their  disposal  in  the  shop 
nuclei,  the  Y.  C.  L.  must  fight  for  the  entrance  of  a represen- 
tative of  the  youth  of  the  shops  into  the  shop  committee  with 
at  l«.a>t  a consultative  vote.  These  rcpicscntativcs  of  the  youth 
in  the  shop  councils  arc  however  only  a part  of  the  general 
simp  councils  movement.  They  may  not  form  themselves  into 
a special  body  and  may  under  no  circumstance  be  regarded 
as  a bridge  organization. 

il  The  employers  always  strive  to  develop  yellow  and' 
, strike-breaking  organizations  in  the  shops.  The  shop  nuclei 
must  carry  on  a struggle  against  these  organizations  and 
struggle  to  maint  tin  the  shop  clear  of  fascists.  ! he  connection 
between  the  offensive  of  capital  and  Fascism  can  be  best 
explained  to  the  young  workers  through  this  activity,  and 
one  can  point  out  to  the  young  workers  the  connection  be- 
v tween  the  reaction  and  their  bad  economic  situation. 

IV.  The  Work  in  the  Trade  Unions. 

A.  In  the  Reformist  Trade  Unions. 

1.  The  practical  work  in  the  trade  unions  is  ol  IS1*®1 
rortnncc.  In  the  trade  unions  with  a reformist  leadership  the 
Communist  Party  and  the  Y.  C.  L.  must  work  to  mobilise  an 


win  the  masses  in  them,  to  defeat  the  reformist  trade  union 
hureauaaci  and  to  transform  the  trade  unions  into  revoution- 
my  fighting  organizations.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  V.  C.  L.'s  to 
p re  vet  it  tie  exit  of  the  workers  from  the  trade  unions  (in 
Germany  for  instance).  The  Y.  C.  L.’s  must  regard  it  ns  their 
part  ice  In  r task  to  demand  the  entrance  of  the  working  class 
\otith  and  particularly  the  members  of  the  Y.  C.  L’s  into 
the  trade  unions;  to  win  the  masses  of  the  trade  union  mem- 
bers in>ide  the  trade  unions  for  the  opposition  and  to  strug- 
gle for  the  taking  up  of  the  special  youth  demands  in  the 
general  lighting  program  of  the  opposition. 

->  la  order  to  be  able  to  carry  out  tasks,  the  formation 
of  fractions  must  be  taken  energetically  in  hand  in  all  Leagues, 
f he  tractions  must  be  built  in  the  individual  trade  unions  in 
the  locals,  towns,  districts,  and  united  on  a national  scale  under 
5 he  leadership  ol  the  N.  E.  C.  ol  the  League.  The  already 
existing  tractions  must  carry  on  a practical  and  daily  strug- 
gle. This  persistent  daily  work,  this  representation  of  the 
demands  ot  the  V t.,,  L.  inside  the  trade  unions,  must  be 
regarded  as  the  most  important  and  immediate  task.  The 
N.  E.  C.  must  give  out  material  for  the  work  of  the  fractions 
and  lead  and  support  their  work  in  a practical  manner.  The 
economic  departments  of  the  district,  the  local  group,  etc., 
must  immediately  work  out  concrete  directions  for  the*  frae* 
t.uns  ,.nd  cent!  ol  their  cat  Tying  out.  lo  the  concrete  task 
of  the  fractions  belong;  — the  occupation  with  the  concrete 
conditions  of  the  working  youth  of  rhe  particular  industry 
on  a local  and  national  scale,  the  taking  up  of  an  attitude 
to  all  tariffs,  wage  and  apprentice  agreements,  an  examination 
of  the  same,  when  they  expire,  etc.,  the  putting  forward  of 
demands  in  connection  with  these  agreements  and  the  struggle 
for  the  same,  the  taking  up  of  an  attitude  to  all  trade  union 
questions,  and  organized  action  upon  the  occassion  of  Trade 
I nion  Congresses,  discussion  of  the  laws  for  youth  protection 
and  the  working  out  of  demands  in  this  connection,  the  taking 
up  of  an  attitude  to  the  unemployed  question,  to  the  question  of 
strike:-,  of  unemployment  support,  etc.,  the  preparation  of 
actions,  and  the  taking  of  the  necessary  measures,  inclusion 
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of  the  working  class  youth  in  the  struggles  of  the  trade  unions 
struggle  for  abolition  o)  all  organisational  disabilities  and’, 
where  wages  are  lower,  for  proportionate  dues. 


3)  Our  fractions  must  work  in  the  closest  contact  with 
those  of  the  Communist  Party  and  maintain  connections  with 
the  revolutionary  blocs,  or  with  other  forms  of  the  trade 
union  opposition,  TUEL  in  America,  the  minority  movement 
in  England  etc  ) and  also  with  the  shop  councils.  The  Y.  C.  L. 
should  strive  for  representation  on  all  committees,  etc.  They 
must  work  together  with  the  fractions  of  the  Communist 
Party  for  the  representation  of  the  demands  of  the  youth  and 
their  embodiment  in  the  general  program  of  demands.  It  is 
the  direct  task  of  the  Iractions  of  the  Y.  C.  L.  to  win  the 
masses  of  the  young  trade  union  members  for  the  revolution- 
ary trade  union  opposition.  The  slogan  must  be:  — all  young 
workers  organized  in  trade  unions  cn  the  side  of  the  trade 
union  opposition. 


4i  At  all  conferences  called  by  the  trade  union  opposition, 
the  representatives  of  the  Y.  C.  L.  must  take  part  and  strive 
that  these  conferences  adept  the  demands  on  behalf  of  the 
youth.  The  nuclei  of  the  Y.  C.  L ’s  must  propagate  and 
popularize  the  decisions  amongst  the  masses  of  the  young 
working  class  and  take  up  the  struggle  for  them  with  the 
support  of  the  adult  workers. 


5)  The  Fourth  Congress  states  once  again,  that  the  trade 
union  youth  sections  arc  not  merely  not  calculated  to  ad- 
vance the  work  amongst  the  young  workers,  but  on  the  con- 
trary, they  are  calculated  to  make  the  division  between  the 
young  and  adult  workers  still  wider  and  to  make  the  develop- 
ment of  the  Y.  C.  L.  into  a mass  organization  more  diffi- 
cult. The  Leagues  must  therefore  work  all  the  more  energeti- 
cally for  the  complete  equality  of  the  young  workers  and  the 
abolition  of  all  organizational  disabilities  between  the  youth 
and  the  adults. 

Where  youth  sections  aready  exist,  we  must  work  in  them 
according  to  the  earlier  decisions,  in  order  to  revolutionize  and 
win  the  masses  within  them. 


Ill 


I 


I’.  In  I In*  lial  Trade  I ii inns. 

m lltc  abnormal  relations  in  the  practical  co-operation 
miiIi  tin  Red  Trade  Unions  roust,  according  to  the  decision  of 
Hu  previous  congresses  he  regulated  in  tin  coming  period. 
I he  congress  stresses  once  again  that  no  special  youth  sections 
.ne  tK\Y".ii \ for  the  leadership  of  the  work  in  the  Red  Trade 

should  have  equal  rights 

111  the  Red  Trade  Unions  and  that  this  work  can  and  should 
he  ca:  .!  on  through  the  fractions  of  the  V.  C.  1..  together 

with  the  tuetions  ol  the  Communist  Party  in  comradely  co- 
operative work  with  the  Red  Trade  Unions.  Thru  the  elec- 
tion of  young,  trade  union  members  to  all  the  lending  bodies, 
through  all  general  >essions  and  commissions  of  the  Red  Trade 
Unions  and  V.  C.  L.V.  and  the  representation  of  the  Young 
Coinmunirt  Leagues  on  all  committees  of  the  Red  Trade 
1 nimiv  this  work  amongst  the  young  workers  can  be  carried 

on  anJ  Young  workers  won  for  the  trade  unions  without 
special  trade  union  organizations. 

hi  l lu  V C.  1..  lumid  be  the  mass-organization  of  the 
!i,;  ila>:>  youth  which  represents  the  economic  interests 
* t the  whole  working  class  youth  in  the  trade  unions  and  in 
the  struggle  of  the  whole  working  class  in  the  shops.  The  Y. 

L.  must  struggle  together  with  the  Communist  Party  for 
;1"  reci-gnitmn  as  the  muss  organization  of  the  working  class 
V#u,h  which  occupies  itself  with  the  question  of  the  working 
vouth  in  the  trade  unions.  Similarly,  the  question  of  the  rcgula- 
: i ..  v'i  the  dues  au;  : receive  a solution  a>  quickly  as  possible. 

Cl  Th  - work  must  be  carried  on  in  comradely  co-operation 
or  the  \ . C.  L.  with  the  Red  Trade  Unions  thru  general 
discussions  of  all  questions,  thru  the  working  out  of 
practical  proposals,  thru  the  taking  or  an  active  part  in 
the  daily  work.  etc. 

The  tendencies  towards  the  creation  of  special  trade  union 
organizations  for  the  youth  cun  be  best  eliminated  thru 
Mich  work,  and  the  sympathy  of  the  masses  of  the 
workers  a>  also  of  thp  youth,  won.  The  basis  for  this  nrc  the 
fractions  of  the  Y.  C.  L.  and  therefore  the  work  of  the  frac 
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(ions  in  the  lied  Trade  Unions  must  receive  tlic  greatest  atten- 
tion. The  young  communist  fraction  works  out  demands  on 
tariff  and  apprentice  agreements  before  strikes,  etc.  and 
spreads  them  in  the  Red  Trade  Unions,  and  the  latter  must 
represent  them  in  the  negotiations,  or  in  the  struggle.  The 
young  communist  fractions  in  trade  unions  must  make  de- 
cisions on  all  questions,  wages,  youth  protection,  hygcnic 
conditions  in  the  shops,  holidays,  school  question,  etc.,  and 
they  must  sec  to  it  that  these  arc  accepted  by  the  Red  Trade 
Unions. 

' di  The  fractions  also  arrange  meetings  of  the  working 
class  youth  organized  in  the  trade  unions.  These  should  be 
lulled  to  discuss  the  various  outstanding  questions,  and  the 
economic  struggle  of  the  working  youth,  and  should  be  used 
to  broaden  the  influence  of  the  Young  Communist  League  in 
'Ik-  trade  unions.  Ti  c young  communists  must  become  the  best 
and  most  active  trade  union  members  and  thru  their  work 
and  their  representation  of  the  interests  of  the  young  workers 
they  must  increase  the  influence  of  the  Y.  C.  L.  on  the  mass 
of  the  indifferent  youth  and  win  them  Tor  the  organization. 

c)  It  is  the  task  of  the  Y.  C.  L.  together  with  the  Party,  to 
ci cate  trade  unions  where  as  yet  none  exist  < the  Orient)  or 
to  rebuid  the  trade  unions  where  such  have  been  destroyed 
by  the  reaction  (Italy,  Bulgaria,  Spain,  ctc.t  They  will  of 
course  strive  that  such  unions  stand  under  revolutionary 

leadership  from  the  beginning. 

In  countries  where  the  trade-union  movement  is  split  and 
where  reformist  trade  unions  which  are  still  strong  exist  side 
by  side  with  the  red  trade  unions,  it  is  the  task  of  the  Young 
Communist  Leagues  together  with  the  Parties  to  work  in  these 
reformist  unions,  also,  to  build  fractions  within  them  and  to 
fight  for  the  re-union  of  the  trade  union  movement  upon  a 
revolutinoarv  basis  undei  the  slogan  of  unity. 

V, 

Struggle  Against  the  Offensive  of  CapitaL 

at  The  offensive  of  capital  and  the  pauperization  of  the 
working  youth  on  an  international  scale  has  gone  much  further 


hi  ilk’  l.i't  tiw  numili-  Ilk'  congress  therefore  makes  it  the 
iln iv  of  .ill  1 eagiter  m the  aiming  period  to  carry  on  much 
in  energetic  and  practice]  work  in  relation  to  the  struggle 

aifist  the  offen  ivi  •>[  capita!  and  the  further  pauperization 
i * i h-.-  hr.  ad  masses  t . the  working  youth.  The  Leagues,  which 
up  to  the  moment  have  satisfied  themselves  with  a' purely 
journalistic  propaganda  activity  must  now  go  on  to  real  prac- 
t c.it  wet',  and  take  up  the  daily  struggle  for  important  and 
definite  demands.  {\  c.  such  demands  as  arc  topical  in  the 
particular  country).  In  connection  with  the  work  in  the  shops 
t hep  nuclei)  the  Leagues,  according  to  the  existing  concli- 
■unis,  mu  t react  to  events  and  must  understand  how  to 
utilize  existing  situations  and  must  take  an  active  part  in  all 
struggles  thru  the  putting  forward  of  special  demands  for 
the  young  working  youth. 

I’  t The  propaganda  of  general  slogans  was  and  is  correct,  but 
lhc  feriod  of  pure  propaganda  is  now  pas:  and  each  League 
that  wishes  to  earn  the  name  "Young  Communist  League" 
m;;:t  now  go  on  to  the  setting  up  of  concrete  demands  for 
each  concrete  case.  It  must  not  happen  that  n situation  (a 
tnkc  of  adult  workers,  a youth  strike  etc.)  finds  our  Leagues 
-i  an  alrm*  : helpless  condition.  The  Leagues  must  be  ready 
to  take  an  active  part  in  all  conflicts,  in  each  wage  movement, 
in  each  case  or  dissatisfaction,  etc.,  and  to  put  forward  their 
special  demands  and  utilise  the  situation  for  themselves. 

I he  (.engross  stresses  also  the  importance  of  the  work 
amongst  the  rural  youth  which  is  now  a!]  the  more  important 
in  consideation  of  the  fact  that  in  many  countries,  above  all 
.n  bnl garni,  Germany,  America,  in  consequence  of  a severe 
agrarian  crisis  the  peasantry  has  been  set  in  movement  and  so 
■he  Rro,,:d  is  well  prepared  lor  the  crcaiio,,  of  a„ 
with  the  rural  working  class  and  the  poorer  peasants. 

ci  The  Y.  C.  L.’s  must  fight  for  the  most  urgent  demands 

the  working  youth  where  the  circumstances  are  the  most 
favorable  {where  strong  shop  nuclei  exist,  where  there  is 
support  from  the  side  of  the  adult  working  cass,  etc.)  They 
should  also  concentrate  on  the  most  important  brandies  of 
industry  and  particular  industrial  districts  and  carry  on  an 


intensive  campaign  for  definite  demands.  For  this  purpose  the 
Leagues  should  put  forward  detailed  demands  for  the  various 
branches  of  industry.  When  strikes  of  the  adult  working  class 
break  out,  the  young  workers  must  be  drawn  into  the  struck 
and  lined  up  with  the  adult  workers.  Such  struggles,  must 
be  concentrated  upon  propaganda  in  the  press,  special  num- 
bers of  the  paper  for  particular  industrial  districts  the  sending 
of  special  youth  speakers  to  all  strike  meetings. 

Such  campaigns  should  be  carried  thru,  not  merely  on 
the  basis  of  industry,  but  also  on  the  basis  of  the  shops,  for 
definite  and  quite  concrete  demands.  The  masses  of  the  work- 
ing youth  must  regard  the  Y.  C.  L.  as  the  leader  and  the  bearer 
of  the  economic  struggle,  as  the  organization  which  represents 
the  interests  of  the  masses  in  the  struggle  of  the  whole  work- 
ing class.  Only  in  this  way  can  wc  win  the  trust  of  the  working 
youth.  The  many  new  strikes  which  in  the  last  few  months 
have  broken  out  in  various  countries  (partly  without  the 
League  taking  an  active  part  in  them)  show  that  the  working 
youth  is  willing  to  take  up  the  struggle  in  its  own  interests 
and  for  the  betterment  of  its  situation.  The  Leagues  must 
therefore  very  definitely  study  the  situation  of  the  young 
workers  and  in  the  closest  contact  with  them  in  the  shops 
(shop  nuclei)  prepare  the  struggle  for  the  economic  demands. 
All  actions  of  the  young  workers  who  are  prepared  to  fight 
with  us  must  be  utilised, 


The  Young  Communist  Leagues  must  regard  it  as  their 
task  to  fight  For  the  carrying  thru  of  the  existing  youth 
protection  laws  which  arc  very  badly  adhered  to  particularly 
in  the  small  shops.  Even  in  those  shops  where  no  member  of 
the  League  is  working,  they  must  be  aware  of  all  breaches 
of  the  youth  protection  laws  and  effectively  interfere  (in- 
'ervention  with  the  employer,  thru  the  :rade  union,  demonstra- 
tion before  (he  shops,  etc.).  Above  all,  the  particularly  bad 
conditions  of  work  of  young  girts  should  be  given  increased 
attention. 

The  Y.  C.  L.’s  must  also  pay  more  attention  to  the  question 
of  the  work  amongst  the  young  workers  in  the  continuation 
schools,  through  the  creation  of  fractions  and  the  setting  up 
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.1  ik-lmih  demands  (school  councils.  aMipeniiimi  in  tiiv  plan 
‘ 1 Study,  abolition  of  evening  classes,  etc.)  and  must  prepare 
tor  action  tor  carrying  cut  these  demands  m connection  with 
our  general  trade* union  economic  struggle. 

The  economic  struggle  of  the  V.  C.  L.s  must  be  systemali- 
lilllv  organised  in  the  coming  period.  No  more  planless  general 
propaganda  and  incidental  actions,  but  a well  organized 
"sterna tic  struggle  for  definite  demands. 

•it  rite  Congress  also  points  out  that  through  the  increase 
"■  unemployment  in  many  countries,  the  questions  of  the 
unemployed  must  receive  greater  attention,  as  the  capitalists 
-cck  to  play  off  the  unemployed  against  the  workers  still  at 
n ' wav  to  split  the  class  front.  The  struggle 

’be  unemployed  must  therefore  be  carried  on  in  closer 
v ttncction  with  the  workers  in  the  shops.  Fractions  must  be 
organized  in  the  unemployed  organizations  and  at  the  labor 
exchanges.  A close  connection  must  be  created  between  the 
hop  nuclei  and  the  tractions  of  the  unemployed  through 
,miU!al  rt prcrentation,  The  struggle  for  the  demands  of  the 
unemployed,  for  reinstatement  in  the  process  of  production 
work  or  full  maintenance,  etc.  for  the  youth  equally  with  the 
adults,  must  be  prepared  and  carried  through  by  the  shop 
nuclei  and  tractions  m the  unemployed  organizations  and  at 
the  laboi  exchanges  in  the  general  struggle  or  the  proletariat. 

spa:;  Inin  the  intensive  propaganda  and  enlightenment 
uork  amongst  the  unemployed  upon  the  meaning  etc.  of 
bourgeois  militarism,  it  is  also  the  task  of  the  Young  Communist 
Leagues  to  take  the  initiative  lor  the  creation  of  particular 
organs  find  itinds  tor  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  connec* 
tion  between  the  trade  unions  mid  their  members  called  up 
tor  military  service.  In  particular,  all  efforts  must  be  made 
to  win  the  Seamen’s  unions  into  connection  with  the  sailors 
of  the  battle  fleet. 

c)  The  conferences  of  the  working  class  youth  must  be 
regarded  as  an  important  means  for  the  mobilisation  of  the 
masses  ol  the  working  vouth  tor  the  struggle  of  the  Y C.  L. 
The  ground  tor  the  calling  of  such  conferences  will  be  created 
by  the  growth  of  the  shop  nuclei  movement,  and  the  necessary 
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preparatory  work  will  be  carried  out  by  the  nuclei,  which  will 
propagate  the  necessary  demands  in  the  shops.  The  shi,P 
meetings  ol  the  working  class  youth  called  by  our  nuclei  will 
take  up  their  attitude  and  choose  their  delegates  for  these 
conferences,  which  will  be  called  cither  on  the  basis  of 
industry,  or  district.  The  shop  nuclei  must  take  care  that  the 
voting  of  the  delegates  takes  place  in  such  a manner  that  the 
conference  will  represent  the  greatest  possible  participation 
of  the  broad  masses  of  the  working  youth.  As  far  as  possible 
special  conferences  of  the  shop  nuclei  of  the  Y.  C.  L.  should 
be  called  before  the  calling  of  such  conferences  of  the  working 
youth,  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  these  latter. 

The  decisions  of  the  conferences  must  afterwards  be  per* 
■ istcntly  propagated  in  the  shops  and  used  to  the  full.  Under  legal 
conditions,  no  special  “committees"  etc.  should  be  formed  by 
these  conferences,  but  they  should  give  the  Y.  C.  L.,  as  the 
mass  organization  of  the  working  class  youth,  the  task  of  put* 
ting  the  decisions  into  operation.  The  reporting  and!  the  propa- 
gating of  the  decisions  in  the  shops  thru  the  shop  nuclei  be- 
longs above  all  to  this  work. 

f)  The  more  brutal  the  offensive  of  capital,  the  more  en- 
ergetically must  the  masses  of  the  young  workers  carry 
on  persistent  struggles  for  definite  partial  demands.  They 
will  by  this,  attack  capital  the  more  strongly  and  develop 
their  own  will  to  struggle.  The  better  the  Y.  C.  L.  understands 
how  to  lead  the  masses  of  the  working  youth  in  these 
struggles  and  how  to  deepen  anJ  broaden  these  struggles 
thru  the  setting  up  of  concrete  demands  arising  out  of  the 
existing  situation,  the  more  will  the  masses  of  the  working 
youth  have  confidence  in  the  communist  youth  organiza- 
tions. The  communists  must  make  their  partial  demands  the 
lever  for  the  struggle  lor  the  complete  revolutionary  trans- 
formation and  ns  a means  for  the  destruction  of  the  power  of 
capitalism.  The  struggle  for  partial  demands  (for  obvious 
and  necessary  minimum  demands)  must  lead  in  the  present 
period  of  the  decay  of  capitalist  economy  to  the  bitterest 
struggles  between  the  workers  and  capitalism  and  in  the 
measure  that  the  struggle  for  partial  demands  embraces  ever 
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luijin  ' of  Mu  workers  iiiul  sets  them  in  movement, 

id  the  some  ineuMiiv  will  it  lead  them  to  the  understanding 
that  the  m niggle  tor  p;.rt;al  demands  leads  to  the  Mi  uggle 
ti‘i  the  d ciacoohip  nit  the  proletariat. 


The  Struggle  against  Bourgeois  Mili- 
tarism and  the  Danger  of  New 

Imperialist  Wars. 

I.  Development  and  Deficiencies  of  the  Work  since  the  III 

Congress  of  the  Y.  C.  L 

1)  The  development  of  the  work  ince  the  III  Congress  of 
the  Y.  C.  I.  fulls  into  three  central  periods:  1.  The  period  from 
the  III  Congress  to  the  Fourth  Bureau  Session  (General  inter- 
national and  national  increase  of  the  work;  the  commencement  of 
the  Ruhr  work;  the  international  propaganda  week  against 
bourgeois  militarism  and  the  danger  of  war  from  the  1 1th  to  the 
IHlh  March  l!>23  with  the  rejected  united  front  proposal  to  the 
Young  Socialist  International).  2.  The  period  from  the 
Fourth  Bureau  Session  of  the  Y.  C.  I.  to  the  October 
defeat  in  Germany  (a  neglect  of  the  general  propaganda 
work  in  the  various  countries,  even  with  the  carrying  out 
of  a few  national  campaigns;  on  the  other  hand  however  a 
great  increase  of  the  special  work  in  connection  with  the  events 
in  Bulgaria  and  Germany,  where  in  the  latter  country,  the  Ruhr 
work  reached  its  highest  poinu.  3.  The  period  from  the  October 
defeat  in  Germany  to  the  Fourth  Congress  of  the  Y.  C.  I.  (De- 
crease of  the  special  Ruhr  work,  on  the  other  hand  however  a 
new  wave  of  the  general  work  in  the  various  countries,  and 
particularly  on  an  international  scale.) 

2)  On  the  whole  the  period  since  the  III  Congress  brought  a 
sharpening  of  the  struggle  of  the  Y.  C.  I.  and  the  Young  Com- 
munist League  against  bourgeois  militarism  and  the  danger  of 
new  imperialist  wars.  The  most  important  result  of  this  period 
was  that  the  possibility  of  work  in  the  Army  was  proved.  The 
results  achieved  upon  the  field  of  the  international  co-operative 
work  are  also  important.  On  the  other  hand,  the  period  under 


li?.  it- -Mu  'lunu'il  ,i!m*  i he  Jvfii  it'ih  ies  which  tire  sitll  present  in 
the  M'lievist  anti- militarist  work  of  the  young  communist  move- 
ment both  nationally  and  internationally.  Apart  from  the  un- 
vttivi.uie  i position  of  the  co  operative  work  of  tltc  Parties  on 
-he  ftelJ  of  propaganda,  eJucational  woi  k and  the  rep tesenta lion 
of  the  dail\  interests  of  the  soldiers,  and  the  failure  to  carry  out 
:he  organisational  measures  and  open  up  the  international  co- 
operative work,  the  following  points  are  to  he  considered  as  the 
.hief  deficiencies  in  our  activity  : I.  The  fundamental  attitude  of 
.e  T.  t..  I.  toward!  militarism  and  anti-militarism  was  not  suf- 
ficiently deeply  rooted  and  popularised  cither  in  the  organizations 

y 1 he  struggle  against  bourgeois  militarism  and 
!fu  danger  of  war  was  carried  out  too  link  as  a part  of  the  ge- 
neral work  of  the  movement  in  the  spirit  of  the  mass  organization, 
o.  It  h id  still  always  an  almost  exclusively  agitational  and  pro- 
.'.igatklisde  character.  I.  In  consequence  the  concentration  upon 
•he  formation  of  nuclei  in  the  Army  and  Navy  as  the  first  and 
mo-i  important  task  was  not  carried  out.  5.  The  bolshcvist  anti- 
mniianst  work  on  the  land  was  given  too  little  attention.  6.  In  a 

,!’U  wrl,ts  of  a,unlrk*s  ,hc  CXllting  legal  possibilities  were  not 

sufficiently  exploited.  7.  The  conspirativc  methods  were  insuf- 
ucient. 


II.  i >n  the  Fundamental  Attitude  of  the  Y.  (’.  (.  to  Militarism 
smtl  the  Struggle  Against  the  Danger  of  War. 

3)  The  insufficient  knowledge  of  the  fundamental  attitude 
o the  T.C.  I.  in  its  own  ranks  was  expressed  in  individual  cases 
of  unwillingness  to  enter  the  army  or  an  entrance  of  the  army 
m most  eases  without  any  clear  idea  of  the  communist  work  to 
-v  carried  on  there,  in  an  inability  to  make  clear  the  difference 
between  the  communi  t niggle  against  the  bourgeois  militarism 

ideas  k n6Cr  War  a"  * Vari°"S  P3cifist  and  nnnrchist 

These  ideas  are  strengthened  by  the  remaining  social  de- 
mocrat,c and  pac.ii-t  traditions  in  our  own  movement.  The 
. vistcncc  of  this  tradition  is  alone  proved  by  the  attitude  of  some 
commun.st  parliamentary  fractions,  sharply  criticised  by  Unin 
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which  in  this  question  of  bourgeois  militarism  and  ihc  strug, -k- 

against  it  take  up  a standpoint  which  is  neither  revolutionary 
nm  communist. 


It  is  the  task  of  the  T,  C.  I and  the  Young  Communist  Leagues 
together  with  the  Communist  Panic-  to  fight  these  phenomena 
energetically  and  persistently  where  they  appear. 

The  young  communists  must  go  into  the  army  with  the  firm 
decision  to  carry  out  a revolutionary  enlightenment  and  argam- 
.'Utional  u ork.  for  them  the  general  slogan  ‘ Coins  ades  in  uni- 


form,  do  not  forget  that  you  also  are  workers!  is  hy  no  means 
sufficient. 


The  Young  Communist  League-  must  learn  to  apply  the 
fundamental  attitude  of  the  Y*  C.  I.  to  practical  life,  and  to  ex- 
pose all  measures  from  the  side  of  the  capitalists,  as  for  instance 
the  compulsory  physical  training  or  the  military  service  laws,  as  a 
militarisation  of  the  proletarian  youth.  The  physical  training  of 
the  young  workers  can  only  serve  the  interest-  of  the  working 
class  under  the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat. 

The  Young  Communist  Leagues  must  struggle  for  the  adop- 
tion of  n communist  attitude  on  the  part  of  the  communist 
parliamentary  fraction  to  the  question  of  bourgeois  militarism 
and  the  struggle  against  it.  Partial  demands  on  the  field  of  the 
struggle  against  bourgeois  militarism  and  the  danger  of  war.  im- 
provement of  the  situation  of  the  soldiers  at  the  expense  of  the 
salaries  of  the  officiers  and  the  armaments  budget  etc.  are  only 
thinkable  and  possible  in  the  closes:  connection  with  the  funda- 
mental attitude  of  the  communists  and  when  they  make  for  the 
'cvoluf ionization  of  the  masses  and  the  exposure  of  the  socia 
democracy  and  arouse  no  illusions.  Their  representation  must 
therefore  be  accompanied  also  by  a broad  mass-campaign. 


In  certain  cases  the  demand  for  the  rcducation  of  the  time 


of  service  is  also  to  be  regarded  as  a revolutionary  partial  de- 
mand. In  each  single  case  where  the  concrete  circumstances 
make  it  ncsessary  to  defend  or  set  up  such  a demand,  the  above 
mentioned  securities  against  the  possibility  of  opportunistic  di- 
gressions must  be  fully  and  completely  fufillcd.  Above  all,  it  must 
develop  the  fundamental  line  of  the  decomposition  of  the 
bourgeois  army,  and  the  demand  itself  must  be  supporred  by  the 


: : whsti.'iun  action  of  the  woikmg  masses  and  the  soldiers  in* 
mJc  the  barracks.  Apart  Irutn  this  the  decision  for  the  settin* 
up  ol  such  a demand  may  only  he  taken  after  an  under  standing 
letwveu  the  t omnium -t  Path  and  the  Voting  Communist  League 
u the  one  iuitd  n J tile  l:..  C.  eil  the  C.  I.  and  the  U.  C.  of  the 
v I on  the  othei  hand.  Pai.ul  demands  pure  and  simple 
must  simplv.  a>  a whole  series  of  experiences  and  examples 
have  proved,  develop  into  a banal  reformist  policy. 

The  \ l l.  and  the  You  n i iomnuin  >t  Leagues  must  fight 
.icainvt  thiv  danger,  above  all  thru  an  energetic  struggle  against 
the  remains  of  the  social  democratic  pacifist  ideas  within  the 
tanks  of  the  movement  itself. 

I his  struggle  must  be  upported  by  an  energetic  and 
constant  criticism  of  the  theoretical  and  practical  attitude  of  the 
pponents.  particularly  the  social  patriots  and  auarehn-syndi- 
colisis,  to  the  question  of  being,  : .ti  litarism  and  the  danger 
of  war. 

lire  ground  basis  lor  the  struggle  against  social  demo 
cracy  must  be  the  treason  of  the  Second  International  to  the  rc- 
nlutionary  decisions  of  the  Stuttgart  film?)  and  the  Basel 
(1912)  C.  nfercnccit  its  it  ■or  policy  which  has  proved  the  object* 
\e  impcnalist  chat ac.v r of  the  Surial  Democratic  Parties,  its 
jfter-u-jt  /'■  'itcy  which  led  to  it>  development  into  a wing  of  the 
teoetkm  and  fascism,  its  national  and  international  proclama- 
tions m the  quviticn  of  militarism  and  the  war  danger  and  its 
permission  of  the  defence  of  the  capitalist  Fatherland  (Hague 
>Xorld  Peace  C ngre»,  Hamburg  Unity  Conference  of  the  So- 
cial Democratic  Vouth  Internationals,  Congress  of  the  Amster- 
dam Trade  Uni=r.  International  in  Vienna.  Congn  . of  the  Labor 

Party  H»2d.  Joint  Congress  of  the  French  Socialists  and  the 
Social  Democratic  Party  of  Germany  f. 

The  real  mean  ng  of  the  alliance  of  the  social-democracy 
with  pacifism  and  its  pacifist  policy,  and  riniilarly  its  apparently 
radical  bin  unrealizable  slogans  must  be  made  clear  to  the 
broad  masses  of  the  working  class  youth.  The  international 
*0cial  democracy  wishes  to  create  illusions  so  that  in  the  new 
imperialist  war  it  may  struggle  against  them  and  so  prepare  the 
ground  lor  further  treason.  And  on  the  other  hand,  under  the 
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(theoretical)  slogan  "agaim  all  militarism!"  they  reject  tin 
armed  defence  of  the  Ifu  un  proletarian  revolutiun,  but  at  the 
same  time  they  support  the  military  armaments  of  the  capitali  t 
Slates. 

the  snuggle  against  the  pacifist-  and  the  othei  opponents 
ol  the  communist  movement  in  the  question  of  the  struggle 
against  militarism  and  the  danger  ol  war  is  particularly  import- 
ant  in  the  countries  where  Anarchist  and  Syndicalist  traditions 
and  various  pacifist  tendencies  arc  still  deeply  rooted.  This 
struggle  must  he  both  fundamental  and  clear. 

A special  work  of  exposure  must  he  carried  on  in  relation  to 
the  two  demagogic  and  apparently  radical  slogans  of  the  In- 
ternational Social  Democrat*  and  the  Anarcho-Syndicalist  paci- 
fist,, that  is.  the  slogan  of  the  general  strike  in  case  o!  the  out 
hrenk  of  war,  which  has  been  again  set  up  by  the  Vienna 
Congress  ol  the  Amsterdam  Trade  Union  International,  and  the 
demand  for  the  military  strike  put  forward  by  the  anarcho- 
syndicalist  dements  in  Norway. 

The  slogan  of  the  general  strike  in  the  case  of  the  outbreak 
of  war  serves  the  International  Social  Democracy  for  the  crea- 
tion of  illusions  amongst  the  masses.  The  social  democracy  is 
not  concerned  with  the  realization  of  this  proposal.  This  is  best 
proved  by  it>  sabotage  of  each  social  partial  struggle  of  the  pro- 
letariat and  by  the  acceptance  of  this  slogan  of  the  general  strike 
by  n whole  number  of  bourgeois  and  petty-bourgeois  pacifists. 

The  military  strike,  with  which  words  the  Anarcho-Syndikal- 
ist„  in  a demagogic  and  apparently  radical  manner  cover  the  de- 
mand for  desertion,  as  an  individual  act  of  refusal  to  serve  in 
the  army  cannot  accomplish  anything  against  bourgeois  militarism 
and  the  danger  of  war.  but  can  only,  even  if  a large  section  of 
the  recruits  take  part  in  it,  lead  to  a defeat  of  the  working  class. 
Only  by  entry  into  the  army  for  the  purpose  of  revolutionary 
work,  that  is  to  say  for  the  creation  of  nuclei  inside  the  army, 
is  it  possible  to  win  over  masses  of  the  proletarian  troops  to  the 
side  of  the  working  class.  The  slogan  of  the  military  strike  may 
not  be  regarded  as  an  appeal  to  the  soldiers  to  reject  each  parti- 
cular attempt  to  use  them  against  struggling  workers,  that  is  10 
say,  to  “strike”,  which  would  be  correct,  but  may  only  be  rc* 


pidi'.l  n-  a Rent  ■ .4  »ppv‘-«  not  to  accept  military  service  and 

therefore  an  u/hommu'itst  slogan. 

M Itu  Young  Communist  Intel  national  uni  the  Young  Com- 
munM  UaRuev  in  Joh-  connection  with  the  Parly  and  parallel 
with  the  «t  niggle  against  bourgeois  militarism  and  the  danger 
of  mv  imperialist  wars  must  carry  on  a special  agitation,  pro. 
pagan-la.  and  cJihatum  for  the  ineWUMify  of  the  civil  re.ir,  the 
mvestify  r**r  mi/itd'v  prc’pjrjlidn  jn,i  f/ti*  arming  of  the  pro- 
letariat wad  (V  fa  defend  the  proletarian  revolution  by 
ro’ic  of  a-  ni.  that  is  ff  sav  the  creation  of  the  armed  proletar- 
ian purer,  the  lied  Ar/ny. 

^ hen  the  measures  fur  military  preparation  do  not  in  practice 
come  together  with  the  Bolshevik  anti- militarist  work,  then 
each  voting  communist  must  understand  the  close  connection  be- 
.ween  these  two  fields  of  work.  Only  when  the  revolutionary 
work  m the  army  is  carried  on  as  the  most  important  practical 
form  of  the  communist  struggle  against  bourgeois  militarism 
and  the  danger  of  war.  that  is  to  say  when  it  is  carried  on  with 
the  clear  knowledge  that  it  is  not  simply  an  "anti-militarist" 
work,  but  that  it  is  the  concrete  means  for  the  preparation  of 
•he  civil  war  and  the  proletarian  revolution,  will  the  borderline 
between  the  Communist-Lcnini't  struggle  against  bourgeois 
militarism  .tnd  the  danger  of  new  imperialist  wars  and  the  so 
cial  deniuv  ratic  pacifist  and  anarcho-syndicalist  policies,  which 

actual)  further  the  cause  or  imperialism,  fcc  made  absolutely 

vicar. 

In  order  to  emphasize  ih:s  constantly  in  the  international  life 
of  the  organization,  the  work  should  not  be  refered  to  simply  as 
anti-militarist  work,  but  as  ‘ boKhcvist  naii-niititaiist  work". 

The  agitation  propaganda  and  educational  wu*-k  for  the  civil 
war.  the  military  preparations,  the  arming  of  the  proletariat 
.md  the  creation  of  the  Red  Army  must  not  be  carried  through 
in  an  abstract  manner  hut  miisi  in  all  connections,  content  and 
form  be  connected  up  to  the  concrete  conditions  in  each  country 
and  on  the  other  hand  the  rich  examples  of  the  Russian  pro * 

.i  fiin'dR  NTii/uf ion  mutf  be  drawn  upon  Tor  a popular  prvsenta-  1 

.ion  of  the  question. 

Particular  attention  must  be  directed  to  the  popularisation  of 


'he  Red  Army.  The  Young  Communist  International  and  the 
Young  Communist  League > must  carry  on  an  enlightenment  work 
umongst  the  broadest  circles  of  tin  working  class  youth  of  the 
capitalist  countries,  upon  the  Red  Army  in  all  its  phases. 

In  connection  with  the  humbug  politics  which  the  social 
patriots  and  pacifists  in  the  capitalist  states  carry  on  with  the  de 
miind  for  a militia  system  based  upon  the  existing  system  in 
Switzerland  and  the  vagueness  still  existing  in  part  upon  this 
question  in  our  own  ranks,  great  attention  must  be  paid  to  the 
propaganda  of  the  fact  that  the  Red  Army  is  built  up  upon  the 
basis  of  the  militia  system,  and  to  the  difference  between  the 
militia  system  in  Soviet  Ru^ia  and  that  in  the  capitalist  countries. 

The  transformation  of  the  Red  Army  to  the  militia  system  is 
a further  step  in  the  enlistment  of  the  means  of  defence  of  the 
Soviet  Republic  in  the  work  of  economic  rcconsruction.  It 
makes  possible  the  training  of  the  broadest  masses  of  the  people 
for  armed  defensive  action  with  a minimum  of  material  and  time. 
Only  the  Soviet  Republic  can  rely  upon  the  broad  masses  of 
tile  workers  and  peasant.',  because  to  them  alone  is  entrusted 
the  defence  of  the  proletarian  fatherland. 

This  proletarian  class  character  of  the  militia  system  in 
Soviet  Russia  is  the  important  difference  between  it  and  the 
militia  system  in  the  capitalist  states.  In  the  capitalist  countries 
til  is  system  in  its  class  character  cannot  be  distinguished  from 
the  existing  armies.  For  it  gives  the  weapons  to  the  bourgeoisie 
and  removes  them  from  the  proletariat. 

The  introduction  of  the  militia  system  in  Soviet  Russia  cannot 
he  considered  in  any  way  as  a representation  or  a support  of  the 
social-democratic  and  bourgeois  liberal  demand  for  the  militia 
in  capitalist  countries.  This  is  otherwise  with  the  demonstrative 
demand  for  the  "workers  and  peasants  militia  which  is  put  for- 
mat d by  the  Communist  Party  in  Sweden  and  which  is  actually 
synominous  with  the  demand  for  the  Red  Army. 

The  introduction  of  the  militia  system  in  Soviet  Russia  has 
also  another  meaning.  It  is  a step  of  the  Soviet  Government  on 
the  way  to  disarmament,  he  meaning  of  this  step  and  the  dis- 
armament policy  of  the  Soviet  Federation  in  general  which  de- 
monstrates the  honest  wish  of  the  proletarian  state  to  disarm, 
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i at i fied  by  our  practical  experience.  Whilst  thc  Fourth  Congress 
of  Hie  Y.  C.  1.  brings  these  forccably  to  thc  memory  of  all  Young 
Communist  Leagues,  it  makes  certain  addition , for  the  future 
work  arising  out  of  the  lessons  taught  by  thc  activity  since  the 
Third  Congress  of  thc  Y,  C,  I. 

8)  Above  all,  thc  Fourth  Congress  of  the  Y.  C.  I.  emphasises 
once  again  that  the  bolshcvist  anti-militarist  work,  despite  thc 
fact  that  the  organization  of  thc  communist  influence  in  the 
army  must  in  great  part  be  conspirativc,  must  be  a broad  daily 
rttd  continuous  political  mass  work  also  outside  of  thc  barracks, 
and  that  this  work  is  not  to  be  carried  on  alone  by  individuals 
as  conspirativc  work,  but  is  to  be  carried  on  by  thc  whole  move- 
ment as  such. 

9)  The  shop  nuclei  have  in  this  connection  great  tasks.  Thc 
Fourth  Congress  of  thc  Y.  C.  I ratifies  in  detail  thc  instructions 
of  the  E.  C.  of  thc  Y.  C.  I.  on  the  building  of  shop  nuclei  and 
their  practical  work  as  the  unit  of  organization  and  thc  direc- 
tions contained  in  them  for  this  bolshcvist  anti -militarist  work. 

“A  part  of  the  preparatory  work  of  the  recruits  will  be  car- 
ried on  within  thc  nucleus.  Thc  nucleus  must  know  all  thc 
young  workers  in  the  shop  who  are  of  an  age  for  military'  service 
and  they  must  assemble  them  and  make  clear  to  them  thc  fate 
which  stands  before  them  and  explain  our  attitude  to  bourgeois 
militarism  to  th-'m.  After  the  entry  of  these  young  workers 
into  thc  army  thc  nucleus  must  maintain  a permament  connec- 
tion with  them.  This  can  be  very  well  done  thru  individual 
members  of  the  nucleus.  This  activity  must  be  carried  thru  upon 
thc  basis  of  the  general  directions  laid  down  for  the  bolshcvist 
anti-militarist  work.  Upon  military  occupation  of  the  Factory 
thc  nucleus  must  take  up  thc  bolshcvist  anti-militarist  propaganda 
falling  to  its  lot  in  these  circumstances.  In  particular  it  must 
lead  a strong  propaganda  against  the  nationalist  incitement  of 
thc  soldiers  and  must  do  its  utmost  to  awaken  and  maintain  the 
class-consciousness  of  thc  soldiers," 

10)  Thc  main  weight  of  thc  bolshevik  anti-militarist  work 
in  the  next  period  of  activity  must  be  upon  those  countries  which 
lie  immediately  before  the  danger  of  war  and  imperialist  con- 


I 


i lu tx  .ukI  ,mn>ii.N  tin  «.■  mine  attention  tli.m  previously  must 
tv  paid  i>»  die  countries  of  die  Orient  nnd  the  Balkans. 

lit  Having  regard  to  the  increasing,  both  in  extent  and 
, social  partial  struggles,  in  most  of  the  capitalist 
. rut-  . ' ;ui.|  the  eu*i  I't.’.odei  and  more  open  mobilization  of 
•lie  aimed  power  of  the  State  on  the  part  of  the  bourgeoisie 
n>t  these  struggles,  it  is  accessary,  for  instance  at  the  out- 
' eak  ot  labor  struggles,  to  carry  on  a widespread  propaganda 
iitiongst  both  the  troop*  and  the  civil  population  against  the  use 
. [ the  milit.it y for  the  suppression  of  the  workers  and  tigumsf 
the  use  of  the  soldiers  its  strike-breakers. 

*-»  In  the  spint  of  the  decisions  of  the  Third  Congress  and 
c Fourth  Bureau  S ions  of  the  Y.  C.  1..  great  attention  is  to 
paid  to  the  work  in  the  mercenary  and  voluntary  armies  as 
well  as  in  the  varinu-  voluntary  military  formations  (America, 
Ingland.  safety  police  and  State  militia.  Rcichswchr  in  Gcr* 
many,  hi'cist  militia  in  Italy,  compulsory  labor  formations  in 
Bulgaria  while  guards  in  Finland  etc.).  Further,  the  work 

amongst  non-commissioned  officers  must  be  taken  up  more  than 
previously. 

13)  According  to  the  International  decision  of  the  Com- 
mt.nist  Int.:  national,  the  bolshevik  anti-militarist  work  is  nof  a 
special  youth  activity,  but  an  equally  important  task  of  the  Com- 
munist I ’arty.  The  Young  Communist  Leagues  must  therefore 
nive  Tor  the  broadest  co  operative  work  between  the  Commu- 
,vst  pjrf"  ' the  Young  Communist  Leagues  on  this  field  and 
thereby  utilise  the  International  decision  of  the  Communist 
International  to  the  full. 

Ml  The  Fourth  Congress  of  the  Y.  C.  t.  Instructs  all  Young 
( ntmuni  -t  League  - in  close  agreement  with  the  Party,  to  use  the 
V-’.al  po  ihilities  exiting  in  many  countries  for  bolshcvbt 
. ri-mtliiarbt  work  in  particular  the  political  rights  (for  instance 
the  elections,  etc.)  and  the  possibility  of  orgini/.ed  economic  re- 
presennuion  for  the  soldiers  (for  instance,  "Soldiers"  traefc 
Unions")  i well  a-  the  possibility  of  issuing  legal  paper!,  for 
the  soldiers,  cc. 

The  Fourth  World  Congress  of  the  Young  Communist  Intcr- 
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national  also  draws  the  at  lent  ion  of  the  l.cagucs  earnestly  m the 
necessity  for  Ihe  betterment  of  the  conspirative  methods  of  the 
loLbcvik  anti-militarist  work.  Naturally,  even  the  best  orgam 
zation  of  the  con  pirativc  work  will  not  be  able  to  completely 
prevent  there  being  victims,  nnd  all  tendencies  which  oppose  the 
revolutionary  work  in  the  army  for  this  reason  must  be  fought 
as  opportunist.  At  the  same  time  however,  the  ri  ks  of  the  con 
spitativc  work  anJ  with  them  the  number  of  vi, tints,  must  be 
reduced  to  a minimum  thru  the  greatest  possible  betterment 
ol  live  methods  of  w’ork. 

15)  Bearing  in  mind  the  resolution  of  the  f ourth  Interna- 
tional Bureau  Session  on  the  bolshevik  anti-militarist  work,  the 
Congress  draws  attention  once  again  to  the  necessity  of  a basic 
bolshevik  anti-militarist  educational  work  among*i  the  ymmg 
communist  recruits,  and  also  among--!  the  broad  circles  of  the 
non-party  young  workers  and  young  working  peasant-,  who  accept 
military  service. 

16)  The  bolshevik  anti-militarist  work  is  of  great  import- 
ance in  the  country.  It  must  he  carried  on  there  chiefly  in  pro- 
paganda and  educational  work  amongst  the  masses  of  the  work- 
ing class  youth  on  the  land  a>  it  is  from  these  that  bourgeois 
militarism  recruits  its  ch:cf  forces  in  many  countries.  The  work 
must  take  on  Mich  forms  as  arc  demanded  by  the  backwardness 
ami  mistrust  of  the  working  and  peasant  youth  on  the  land. 

The  working  population  on  the  land  have  almost  no  internal 
relation  with  bourgeois  militarism,  they  only  fed  the  practical 
effect  of  it  upon  their  situation  (for  instance  taxes.  Joss  of 
hands,  etc.),  and  so  they  drift  into  an  unclear  opposition  to 
bourgeois  militarism.  It  is  necessary  to  use  this  primitive  anti- 
militarist attitude  of  the  working  population  in  the  country,  to 
explain  by  practical  examples  the  ways  of  bourgeois  militarism 
ii.  contradistinction  to  the  Red  Workers'  and  Peasants  Army  of  So- 
viet Russia,  to  set  up  demands  for  relieving  the  burdens  which  the 
working  population  is  forced  to  assume  by  bourgeois  militarism 
and  to  fight  for  these  demands.  The  demobilised  soldiers  should, 
wherever  possible,  be  used  for  agitation  amaongst  the  recruits 
because  they  can  best  make  clear  to  these  latter  the  lot  of  the 
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Mililicrs  of  itio  bourgeois  army  and  in  contradistinction  can  show 
• hen  live  situation  of  the  working  class  and  peasant  youth  in 
the  Russian  Red  Workers'  and  Peasants’  Army.  The  struggle 
.ig.iins:  bourgeois  militarism  and  the  burden  which  it  imposes  is 
i-ne  of  the  nearest  points  which  must  be  fastened  upon  in  order 
to  win  the  rural  proletariat  and  the  working  peasantry  for  the 
^uise  of  the  proletariat.  An  intensive  and  well-led  bolshevik 
anti-militarist  work  on  the  land  will  therefore  do  very  much  for 
the  creation  and  consolidation  of  the  alliance  between  the  work- 
ing class  and  the  working  population  of  the  country.  In  very 
many  countries  which  are  composed  of  various  nationalities, 
the  rational  pueslior.  stands  in  the  closest  connection  to  the  work 
an  the  land.  The  ruling  bourgeoisie  of  these  countries  always 
. rranges  that  the  troops  of  one  nationality  are  stationed  in  the 
districts  of  another  nationality,  speaking  a different  tongue,  in 
order  that  the  army  may  be  made  more  pliant  in  the  struggle 
against  the  internal  enemy.  This  play  of  the  various  national 
circumstances  against  the  people  which  is  dangerous  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  Working  class  no  matter  what  their  nationality, 
imst  be  struggled  against.  A propaganda  amongst  the  national 
minorities  in  the  army  and  the  people  must  be  carried  on  in  a 
1 .mini; -pirn  in  connection  with  the  bolshevik  anti-militarist 
work  on  the  land. 

IT)  The  bolshevik  anti-militarist  work  in  the  country  must 
cas  y »n  an  cnergeFc  struggle  against  the  bourgcois-Chrisian- 
reactionary  youth  associations  and  physical  culture  and  sport 
organizations  in  the  villages,  which  under  the  mask  of  advanc- 
ing culture  in  the  country,  train  the  youth  on  the  land  for  the 
armed  reserves  of  the  industrial  and  agrarian  bourgeoisie. 

»S)  The  Red  Sport  and  Physical  Culture  Organizations  can 
render  good  service  tu  die  bolshevik  anti-militarist  work.  They 
should  he  used  for  agitation  propaganda  and  educational  work  in 
their  own  ranks  and  amongst  the  circles  of  the  working  class  in 
the  town  and  in  the  country  under  their  influence,  and  they  should 
be  drawn  into  the  military  preparation  and  assist  in  the 
measures  for  the  arming  of  the  proletariat  Tor  the  civil  war. 

The  Leaguer-  of  cx-service  men  etc.  and  similar  organizations 
m-o  should  be  drawn  into  the  bolshevik  anti-militarist  activity. 
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lit)  The  Fourth  Congress  of  the  Young  Communist  Interna- 
tional in  (he  spirit  ol  the  resolution  of  the  Fourth  Bureau  Session, 
makes  it  the  duty  o;  all  Young  Communist  l eagues  and  part- 
icularly of  the  H.  C.  of  the  Y.  C.  I.  to  issue  popular  propagandist 
leaflets  and  propaganda  pamphlets  and  illustrated  literature  up- 
on the  basic  tactics  of  the  Leninist  struggle  against  bourgeois 
militarism  and  the  danger  of  war  and  also  belletristic  literature 
with  descriptions  of  the  Russian  experience'',  and  the  tasks  and 
life  of  the  Red  Army.  This  work  is  to  be  begun  in  the  near  future 
’n  an  organized  manner  according  to  the  existing  possibilities. 
Further,  care  should  be  taken  for  the  utilization  of  the  ex- 
periences of  the  various  organizations  in  the  bolshevik  anti- 
militarist work,  for  the  press  and  literary,  as  well  as  for  the 
special  internal  and  general  external  propaganda  work. 


20)  The  Fourth  Congress  of  the  Young  Communist  Inter- 
national requests  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  in  accordance 
with  decisions  of  the  Fourth  Bureau  Session  to  supply  the 
material  for  the  demand;-  sc;  up  bv  them  on  behalf  of  the  soldiers 
and  on  the  campaigns  carried  out  by  them  for  the  representation 
of  these  demands,  to  the  E.  C.  of  the  Y.  C.  I.  for  the  purpose 


of  international  utilization. 


The  Leagues  which  have  not  yet 


worked  out  such  a program  of  demands  on  behalf  of  the  soldiers 


must  do  this  as  quickly  as  possible  in  agreement  with  the  adult 


party. 

The  congress  stresses  once  again  the  importance  of  the  set- 
ing  up  of  revolutionary  soldiers’  demands,  and  the  struggle  on 
behalf  of  them  on  the  part  of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues. 
This  struggle  must  be  co-ordinated  always  in  the  closest  connec- 
tion with  the  general  struggle  of  the  working  class. 


21)  On  the  field  of  the  international  co-operative  work  the 
Fourth  Congress  of  the  Y.  C.  1.  considers  the  most  urgent  tasks 
to  be:  The  continuation  of  the  co-operative  work  between  the 
Young  Communist  League  of  Germany  and  the  Young  Com- 
munist League  of  France  in  the  Ruhr,  their  support  by  the 
neighboring  Leagues  and  the  whole  International;  the  co-ordina- 
tion of  the  bolshevik  anti-militarist  work  of  the  Young  Com- 
munist League  of  England  and  the  Young  Communist  League 
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of  I'runcc;  tlic  Young  Communist  League  of  France  and  the 
Young  Communist  League  of  Spain  in  the  Morocco  question; 
the  co-operative  work  of  the  American  League  and  all  Anglo- 
Saxon  Leagues,  the  sections  of  the  Balkan  Federation  and  the 
Oriental  Leagues. 

22 1 It  i-.  necessary  to  extend  the  internal  organization  of  the 
bolshevik  anti-militarist  work.  j.  e.  the  departments,  to  the  pro- 
vincial and  local  bodies  of  the  movement. 

The  actual  creation  of  nuclei  in  the  army  must  be  the  cen- 
tral point  of  the  bolshcvist  anti-militarist  work  in  the  army  and 
all  other  task*  are  subordinate  to  this  activity.  Special  measures 

must  be  taken  so  that  immediately  after  the  creation  of  the  sol- 

* 

d:cr>‘  nuclei  they  can  fulfil  the  general  political  tasks  which  fall 
to  them  such  as  the  education  of  the  non-party  proletarian  sol- 
diers for  communism. 

The  tasks  which  the  Young  Communist  International  and 
the  Young  Communist  Leagues  have  to  perform  in  the  future 
period  of  work,  in  clore  relation  with  the  Communist  Interna- 
tional and  the  Communist  Parlies  and  under  their  leadership 
arc  as  follow; 

a>  The  Young  Communist  International  and  the  Young  Com* 
munist  Leagues  must  pay  great  attention  in  the  next  period,  to  a 
more  basic  and  concrete  working-out  of  their  fundamental 
attitude  towards  militarism  and  the  struggle  against  the  danger 
of  war.  and  take  measures  for  its  greater  popularization  inside 
and  outside  the  movement,  b)  They  mustt  see  to  it  that  the 
struggle  aga  nsi  bourgeois  militarism  and  the  danger  of  new  im- 
perialist wars  is  carried  on  as  a part  of  the  whole  work  of  the 
movement  in  the  sense  of  the  mass  organization.  They  must 
therefore  • ce  to  it  that  a greater  activity  on  this  field  is  develop- 
t.  J on  the  part  of  the  shop  nuclei,  that  agitation  and  propaganda 
work  i-  carried  mu  on  a large  scale  in  the  country,  and  that  the 
various  revolutionary  assistant  organizations  for  instance  the  Red 
Sport  and  Physical  Culture  organizations  intended  For  the  sup- 
port oi  the  bolshevik  anti-militarist  activity,  arc  used  to  the  full, 
ci  In  conclusion  the  Y.  C.  L and  the  Y.  C.  L.’s  must  give  ela- 
borated and  new  directions  for  the  practical  work,  much  more 
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i"-—/.  * ' "7  ' vi  me  Broadening,  and  the  h,.uM 

“I  “r  “|,l”i,al!on  “f  *"  ''6*1  possibilities  and 

for  the  safety  or  the  conspirttive  work,  and  above  all  for  the 

actual  creation  of  soldiers’  nuclei  which  in  the  future  period  of 

activity  must  stand  in  the  foreground  as  the  first  and  the  most 

important  tasks. 


The  Work  of  the  Young  Communist 

Leagues  on  the  Land. 

The  necessity  for  the  extension  of  our  struggle  into  the 
unuitiy  and  the  necessity  for  winning  the  brand  masses  of  the 
working  population  in  the  country  tor  the  proletarian  revolution 
is  now  particularly  acute. 

Apart  from  the  working  class,  the  work  ng  population  in  the 
, is  most  interested  in  the  destruction  of  bourgeois  society, 

rf  the  capitalists  and  large  landowners,  for  the  power  of  the 
capitalists  is  based  in  great  part  upon  the  need  of  the  poor 
peasant  and  can  only  maintain  itself  at  their  cost. 

i:i  the  great  majority  of  the  countries  the  people  on  the  land 
Mrm  the  preponderating  part  of  the  whole  population.  The  win- 
re  ng  of  the  proletarian  and  poorer  circles  in  the  country  for  our 
struggle,  and  the  neutralization  of  the  middle  peasantry  is  today 

vital  question  of  the  proletarian  revolution  in  a whole  scries 
o(  capitalist  countries. 

The  continuous  chms  in  capitalist  society  which  is  expressed 
In  the  country  through  the  present  great  agrarian  crisis,  the 
effort>  of  the  caoitalists  to  restore  the  balance  of  their  economy 
;:!  the  co*t  o;  the  poor  peasantry  thru  a load  of  taxes,  leads  to 
the  enrichment  oi  the  large  landowners  at  the  cost  of  the  prole- 
tarian and  small  peasant  masses,  and  consequently  to  a sharpen- 
ing of  the  class  contradictions  on  the  land.  In  a whole  series  of 
countries  the  so-called  "scissors"  appear,  that  is  the  lack  of 
relation  between  the  prices  of  industrial  and  agricultural  pro- 
duct'-; a new  form  o!  exploitation  of  the  poverty  in  the  country 
by  industrial  and  commercial  capital.  All  this  creates  a favorable 
ground  for  the  work  of  the  communists  in  the  country. 

Our  revolutionary  experiences  up  to  the  present  and  parti- 
cularly these  of  the  Russian  revolution  have  shown  that  a con- 
'olidatcd  victory  ot  the  proletariat  is  impossible  without  a solu- 


tion of  the  question  of  the  winning  of  the  peasantry.  The  Russian 
revolution  has  pointed  the  way  to  the  solution  of  this  question 
The  proletariat  has  the  historical  task  of  making  the  alliance  with 
the  peasant! y a i entity,  of  binding  the  proletarian  section  of  the 
peasantry  to  itse.t  mu!  of  mobilizing  jt  against  the  bourgeoisie. 

The  concrete  slogan  for  this  alliance  is  the  slogan  of  the 
workers'  and  p*  aunts'  government,  that  is,  the  dictatorship  of 
the  proletariat  which  will  be  earned  on  thru  the  revolutionary 
struggle  under  the  leadership  of  the  working  class  and  its  advance 
guard  the  Communist  Party.  The  First  International  Peasants' 
Conference  and  the  creation  of  the  Peasant  International  in 
Moscow  provides  a firm  basis  for  the  revolutionary  alliance  be- 
tween the  proletariat  and  the  working  peasantry. 

The  proletariat  has  a natural  comrade  in  its  struggle  in  the 
country,  the  land  proletariat.  The  material  and  cultural  situation 
of  this  latter  is  in  many  cases  much  worse  than  that  of  the  in- 
dustrial workers  (working  hours,  wages,  etc.j.  This  refers 
particularly  to  the  working  youth  on  the  land.  The  freedom  of 
the  land  proletariat  is  impossible  without  a close  alliance  with 
the  industrial  proletariat,  and  for  this  reason  the  co-operative 
work,  and  the  general  struggle  is  historically  grounded.  The 
industrial  proletariat  uses  the  land  proletariat  as  a support  point 
for  the  propaganda  and  organization  amongst  the  working 
peasantry. 

Taking  the  revolutionary  role  of  the  land  proletariat  and  the 
poor  peastantry  into  consideration,  the  Fourth  Congress  of  the 
Y.  C.  I.  makes  the  winning  of  the  agricultural  working  class  youth 
and  the  youth  of  the  working  pedantry  one  of  the  most  import- 
ant tasks  of  all  the  Leagues. 

In  their  general  work  on  the  land  the  Young  Communist 
Leagues  approach  first  of  all  the  young  workers  and  the  poor 
pcasent  youth.  The  Young  Communist  Leagues  must  make  it 
ihcir  duty  with  regard  to  these  sections  to  make  them  class- 
conscious  and  equal  fighters  for  the  dictatorship  of  the  pro- 
letariat. 

Of  secondary  importance,  but  nevertheless  to  be  carried 
out  with  the  greatest  energy,  the  Young  Communist  Leagues 
must  work  amongst  the  youth  of  the  middle  peasantry  in  order 
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to  win  them  for  the  alliance  between  the  working  peasantry  and 
;tn-  Fighting  proletariat,  or  at  least  to  neutralize  these  sections 

which  stand  farther  away  from  us. 

In  the  countries  where  the  economic  exploitation  of  the 
peasantry  is  bound  up  with  national  suppression  (the  Balkans, 
Boland,  the  colonial  and  half-colonial  countries,  the  Orient  etc.) 
the  communists  put  forward  the  slogan  of  the  self  determina- 
tion of  nationalities  and  the  slogan  for  national  freedom,  as  this 
is  also  a preliminary  condition  for  the  freedom  of  the  peasantry 
and  the  proletariat. 

The  most  important  condition  for  successful  work  is  a correct 
attitude  in  the  ranks  of  our  own  Leagues,  that  is  to  say,  an 
energetic  struggle  must  be  carried  on  against  each  under-estima- 
tion of  the  importance  of  the  work  amongst  the  peasantry  and  a 
correct  understanding  must  be  created  for  the  particular  con- 
ditions in  the  country,  with  which  our  daily  work  must  be  in 

accord. 


I. 

1’he  Representation  of  the  Economic  Interests  of  the  Young 
handworkers  and  Small-Peasant  Youth. 

Always,  particularly  however  in  the  present  period  when  the 
Lollapse  of  capitalist  economy  shows  itself  clearly  on  the  land, 
the  strugg/r  for  the  economic  demands  of  the  working  class  and 
small-peasant  youth  must  be  placed  in  the  foreground  of  the 
activity  oj  the  Voting  Communist  Leagues  in  the  country,  hor 
the  peasantry,  the  capitalist  enemy  is  embodied  in  the  economic 
organizations  thru  which  the  capitalist  State  and  the  large  land- 
owners  are  enabled  to  hold  the  great  masses  of  the  small  peas- 
antry and  also  a portion  of  the  middle  peasantry  in  their 
suppressed  situation.  The  mortgage  associations,  (Hypotheken- 
kassen?)  the  agricultural  associations  and  the  various  co- 
operatives in  which  the  large  peasantry  have  the  leadership  play 
a great  role  in  this  respect. 

Although  tlte  Young  Communist  Leagues  carry  on  their  work 
in  the  country  in  the  spirit  that  only  the  social  revolution  can 
bring  the  freedom  of  the  peasantry,  and  base  their  whole  agita- 
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tion  upon  this,  nevertheless,  they  place  themselves  at  the  head 
of  the  daily  struggle  of  the  youth  in  the  country  in  order  to  win 
than  for  the  final  struggle  of  the  proletariat  thru  the  fight  for  the 
pat  inti  demands.  In  oider  to  carry  on  this  struggle  as  successfully 
as  possible  they  address  themselves  to  the  Communist  Parties 
and  the  trade  unions  of  the  agricultural  workers  and  demand  that 
they  support  the  struggle  of  the  youth.  The  Young  Communist 
Leagues  show  thru  their  energetic  representation  of  the  interests 
of  the  youth  in  the  country,  thru  their  struggle  Tor  the  better- 
ment of  the  situation  of  these  latter,  and  thru  their  activity  in 
the  Communist  Parties,  the  trade  unions,  and  in  the  press,  that 
the  Young  Communist  Leagues  are  the  only  organizations  of 
the  youth  which  are  prepared  to  struggle  and  actually  do 
druggie  for  the  interests  of  the  working  youth  in  the  country. 

In  relation  to  the  marking  youth  on  the  land  the  Fourth 
Congress  of  rite  Y.  C.  1.  puts  forward  the  following  economic 
demands,  within  the  framework  of  which  all  Young  Communist 
Leagues  must  carry  on  an  energetic  struggle  for  the  representa- 
tion of  tlte  interests  of  this  youth; 

1.  Young  workers  of  both  sexes  under  sixteen  years  may 

not  work  an  an  average  more  than  six  hours  per  day 
and  young  workers  over  1G  years  not  more  than  eight 
hours  per  day.  The  school  time  must  be  reckoned  in 
these  working  hours. 

2.  A Sunday  rest  of  44  hours. 

3.  Abolition  of  child-labor,  forced  labor  and  all  forms  of 

extra  work. 

•I.  A minimum  wage  based  upon  the  minimum  of  existance. 

5.  Equal  wages  for  equal  work  for  both  young  and  adult 
workers. 

G.  Payment  of  wages  when  work  is  interrupted  without  it 
being  the  fault  of  the  workers. 

7.  Collective  agreements  thru  the  trade  unions. 

8.  House-work  etc.  may  only  be  performed  as  definite 

work  and  not  the  duty  of  all.  Housing  conditions  shall 
be  sufficiently  good  and  Free  from  objection  upon  hy- 
gienic grounds. 


9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 


S;i f c i v regulations  against  accidents  an J the  provision 
t>i  quick  medical  help  at  (ho  expense  of  the  employer, 
) nil  wages  to  the  sick  and  their  re-employment. 

Food  control  and  the  control  of  payments  in  kind  thru 
the  control  committees  of  the  workers  and  the  trade 


unions. 

After  six  months’  continuous  work  a half  month’s  Fully 
paid  holiday. 

Unemployment  support  for  the  young  workers  on  a 
similar  scale  to  that  of  the  adults. 


Complete  organizational  and  strike  freedom. 

Abolition  of  all  punishment,  particularly  corporal  punish- 
ment; humane  treatment. 


In  connection  with  the  youth  of  the  small  peasantry,  the 
Young  Communist  Leagues  must  carry  on  an  energetic  enlighten- 
ment work  upon  the  various  forms  of  exploitation  of  capitalist 
society  against  this  youth. 

The  Young  Communist  Leagues,  hand  in  hand  with  the  Com- 
munis; Parties  and  the  revolutionary  Agricultural  Trade  Unions, 
struggle  against  the  exploitation  of  the  small  peasantry  thru  loan 
and  usury  cap.tal  which  forces  the  poor  peasantry  and  their 
children  into  debt  slavery;  aganist  commercial  and  speculation 
capital  which  buys  cheaply  the  small  surplus  production  of  the 
poor  peasants  and  sells  it  at  high  prices  to  the  proletariat  of  the 
•owns.  The  Young  Communist  Leagues  must  work  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  ifwju'dtjtc  connection  between  the  co-operatives 
i f the  small- peasantry  and  the  consumers’  co  operatives  of  the 
toivn  workers  for  the  struggle  against  the  exploitation  of  in- 
dustrial capital  which  holds  the  price  of  industrial  goods  arti- 
ficially high.  The  Young  Communist  Leagues  stand  for  the 
supply  of  the  instruments  of  production  to  the  poor  peasants  at 
low  prices,  against  the  exploition  of  the  small- peasantry  by 
private  monopoly  of  the  means  of  transport;  against  the  exploita- 
tion  by  the  capitalist  state  which  loads  the  poor  peasantry  with 
taxes  for  the  benefit  of  the  large  landowners;  for  the 
complete  freedom  of  the  poor  peasants  from  taxation; 
against  exploitation  thru  the  private  property  of  the  large  land- 
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owners  and  for  he  dmtim  of  the  land  amongst  those  who 
actually  work  it,  because  scarcity  of  land  forces  the  land-poor 
peasants  and  their  youth  into  a Feudal  slavery.  The  poor 
peasants  are  not  able  to  use  the  whole  labor  power  of  their 
family  upon  their  ground  for  themselves  but  arc  compelled  to 
lease  or  buy  the  ground  at  high  prices,  thru  which  the  peasant 

family  is  robbed  of  a further  pan  of  the  reward  of  its  labor  bv 
the  large  landowners. 

The  Young  Communist  Leagues  must  carry  on  an  energetic 
enlightenment  work  in  order  to  make  clear  to  the  youth  on  the 
land,  the  meaning  of  the  bourgeois  and  social-democratic  agrarian 
reforms  whilst  showing  them  that  these  reforms  are  actually  a 
legal  cloak  for  the  exploitation  of  the  peasantry  thru  large  capital, 
and  the  large  landowners. 

In  contradistinction  to  the  bourgeois  and  social-democratic 
agrarian  reforms,  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  demand  the  free 
distribution  of  land,  animals  and  instruments  of  production  to  all 
land-poor  peasants , small  lease-holders  and  land-workers. 

For  the  betterment  of  the  situation  of  the  youth  of  the  lease- 
holders, the  Young  Communist  Leagues  demand  the  reduction  of 
the  lease  sums  and  that  the  improvements  made  by  the  lease- 
holder be  compensated  to  him  at  the  conclusion  of  the  lease. 

Conferences  of  the  Youth  of  the  land  which  may  be  carried 
out  on  a village,  local  or  district  scale,  are  one  of  the  best  means 
for  the  mobilization  of  the  working  and  small  peasant  youth 
masses  for  the  struggle  for  the  economic  demands.  The  eco- 
nomic questions  and  the  methods  of  struggle  must  be  discussed  at 
these  conferences.  These  conferences  may  on  no  account  lead 
to  the  formation  oF  special  neutral  organizations.  The  Young 
Communist  Leagues  must  see  to  it  that  the  leadership  of  these 
conferences  is  in  their  hands  and  that  the  leadership  of  the 
struggles  is  handed  over  to  them.  General  conferences  of  the 
youth  in  the  land  and  the  industrial  youth,  which  bring  them 
closer  to  one  another  and  unite  them  in  the  struggle  are  particular- 
ly to  be  recommended. 

Thru  their  daily  activity,  thru  their  struggle  for  the  interests 
of  the  small  peasantry  and  their  youth,  the  Young  Communist 
Leagues  show  that  the  communist  movement  is  not  the  enemy 


i't  the  -null  pen -an  try,  bui  that  oil  the  contrary,  it  is  the  only 
movement  which  really  fights  for  tile  freedom  oF  the  small 
peasantry  From  the  yoke  of  capitalism,  and  really  carries  on  work 
lor  the  betterment  of  their  situation. 

Thru  the  activity  of  tiie  Young  Communist  Leagues  the  youth 
c>n  the  land  will  understand,  that  the  ultimate  Freedom  of  the 
peasantry  and  complete  possibilities  of  development  for  their 
youth  will  be  created  for  the  first  time  by  the  proletarian  revolu- 
tion which  will  confiscate  the  ground  and  land  of  the  large  land- 
owners  without  compensation,  and  which  will  not  only,  not  ex- 
propriate the  poor  peasants,  but  will  free  them  From  all  exploita- 
tion ami  support  them  in  every  possible  manner  with  the  aim  or  a 
gradual  transformation  imo  the  socialist  economy,  as  the  example 
of  Soviet  Russia  shows. 


The  Anti-Militarist  Activity  of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues 
on  the  Land  and  the  Struggle  against  Opponents. 

The  bourgeois  army,  the  fascists  and  other  bourgeois  military 
organisations  recruit  their  chief  forces  from  the  youth  in  the 
uumtry.  This  fact  makes  an  energetic  anti-militarist  work  in  the 
spirit  of  Leninism  necessary  in  the  country. 

In  the  various  Congress  and  Bureau  Session  decisions  of  the 
Y.  C.  1.  very  definite  directions  for  the  practical  anti-militarist 
work  have  already  been  given.  Therefore  we  show  here  only  the 
most  important  tasks  of  the  anti-militarist  activity  of  the  Young 
Communist  Leagues  in  relation  to  the  youth  on  the  land. 

Thru  the  propaganda  in  the  country  the  Young  Communist 
Leagues  must  make  clear  to  the  youth  on  the  land  the  mays  and 
the  use  of  bourgeois  miUtariftn  (the  regular  army,  the  fascist  or- 
ganization. particular  military  preparatory  organizations,  physical 
culture  organizations,  sport  associations  etc.i . Particular  atten- 
tion must  be  paid  to  those  youths  who  enter  the  bourgeois  army, 
in  order  to  create  a close  connection  between  them  and  the  pro- 
letarian elements  in  the  capitalist  army.  The  explanation  of  the 
difference  between  the  armies  of  the  capitalist  states  and  the 
workers’  and  peasants'  army  of  Soviet  Russia  must  be  carried  out 
with  particular  energy  (the  role,  the  material  and  cultural  situa- 


m 


ol  both  armies:  the  relations  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  both 
armies  etc.}. 

The  representation  of  the  economic  and  cultural  demands  of 
die  soldiers  and  the  demands  of  the  small  peasantry  in  the 
question  of  military  taxes  together  make  a very  important  part  of 
the  anti-militarist  work  of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  on  the 
land.  The  Young  Communist  Leagues  demand  better  payment 
for  the  soldiers  and  struggle  against  the  oppression  of  the  poor 
peasantry  by  military  taxes,  they  demand  the  complete  compensa- 
tion of  the  poor  peasantry  for  the  loss  of  working  power  caused 
by  military  recruiting. 

In  countries  where  no  compulsory  recruiting  system  exists  a 
propaganda  against  the  enlistment  of  volunteers  must  be  carried 
on  with  special  methods. 

The  Young  Communist  Leagues  fight  fascism  particularly 
energetically  in  the  country,  because  it  is  here  that  it  recruits 
its  chief  forces. 

Where  other  youth  organizations  exist  in  the  country,  poli- 
tical, economic  and  cultural)  the  policy  of  the  Young  Communist 
Leagues  towards  these  must  be  determined  by  their  character. 
With  regard  to  the  economic  and  cultural  organizations,  they 
must  be  made  superfluous  by  our  Leagues  and  the  massees  or- 
ganized within  them  must  be  gathered  into  the  Young  Communist 
Leagues.  Tor  this  purpose,  the  members  of  the  Young  Com- 
munist League  must  enter  these  organizations  to  carry  on  revo- 
lutionary work  inside  them  with  the  aim  of  winning  them  over. 
With  regard  to  the  political  peasant  youth  organizations,  which 
in  great  part  arc  the  organizations  of  the  large  peasantry',  a sharp 
struggle  must  be  taken  up  against  these  organizations  and  their 
real  character  must  be  explained  to  the  youth  in  order  to  free  the 
masses  which  follow  them  from  their  influence  and  to  bring  them 
under  our  leadership.  Only  in  exceptional  cases  where  these  or- 
ganizations in  consequence  of  definite  and  objective  reasons  arc 
forced  along  the  way  of  the  revolutionary  struggle,  must  the 
lactic  of  the  united  front  be  used,  even  then  however  with  the 
aim  of  winning  the  masses  of  their  members  for  our  struggle  and 
mobilising  them  in  this  way  against  their  own  organization  and 
their  official  leaders. 
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111. 

Tito  Kdtttmliotml  Work  of  llu*  Young  Communist  Leagues 

on  the  I. ami. 

lit  comparison  with  iho  proletarian  youth  of  the  town  the  youth 
,it  iiu-  country  is  hack  want.  In  very  many  cases  particularly  in 
the  districts  which  are  far  apart,  the  village  knows  no  political 
life  and  nothin?'  of  the  great  political  ami  revolutionary  events 
which  are  going  on  in  the  world  outside.  It  lives  upon  wild  rumors 
and  clap-trap  and  has  not  sufficient  political  knowledge  to  re- 
cognize the  real  meaning  of  present  day  society  and  the  revolu- 
tion. 

In  order  to  understand  what  is  happening  before  their  eyes 
the  youth  on  the  Lino  must  receive  a general  Weir  if  onlv  a 
short  one.  of  the  existence  ami  development  of  capitalist 
society.  We  must  supply  them  with  n fundamental  historical 
knowledge  on  a mu  trial  ist  basis  in  order  to  give  them  the  pos- 
sibility of  understanding  their  daily  political  life  in  the  correct 
I igh  t . 

It  is  the  task  of  the  political  educational  work  of  the  Young 
Communist  Leagues  in  the  country  to  explain  the  sense  of  the 
political  events  t othc  youth  there,  to  awaken  in  them  a will  to 
struggle  against  capitalist  society  and  an  understanding  of 
solidarity  in  the  proletarian  class-struggle,  and  to  make  them 
understand  that  they  can  only  be  victorious  in  this  struggle  if  they 
carry  it  on  in  the  closest  connection  with  the  struggle  of  the 
whole  working  class. 

The  educational  work  of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  in 
the  country  must  embrace  the  following  points:  I.  the  forms 
thru  which  capitalism  exploits  the  peasantry,  (Possession  of  the 
land,  commercial  capital,  means  of  transport,  taxes,  price  policy 
etc.)  3.  The  structure  of  capitalist  society.  (Private  property, 
the  State,  capitalists  and  workers,  large  and  small  peasantry, 
political  parties,  imperialism).  3.  What  is  the  proletarian  revolu- 
tion? (Short  history  of  the  working  class  movement,  communist 
society).  4.  How  the  revolution  comes.  (The  Russian  example 
shows  that  it  comes  thru  an  alliance  of  the  workers  and  poor 
peasants  in  the  struggle,  counter  example:  Bulgaria).  5.  77ic 
Workers'  arid  Peasants'  Government. 
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I lie  methods  of  the  educational  work  in  the  country  must 
conform  to  the  circumstances  there  and  be  more  simple  and  po- 
pular than  in  the  town  organization.  The  following  methods  can 
be  used  in  the  country  with  good  success;  I.  The  public  reading 
of  the  newspapers,  of  popular  pamphlets  with  explanations  fo! liv- 
ed by  discussions  upon  the  material  read.  2.  Open  discussions 
on  political  ({tiesfions.  (All  members  of  the  Young  Communist 
Leagues  who  find  themselves  in  the  country  and  the  comrades 
who  are  themselves  of  the  land  must  carry  on  discussions  with 
the  peasants  and  their  youth).  3.  Work  in  the  various  educational 
circles.  4.  Lectures.  5.  The  use  of  satirical  pieces,  recitations, 
songs,  etc.  (These  arc  absolutely  necessary  alongside  of  our 
political  educational  work,  for  the  youth  on  the  land  is  not  used 
to  difficult  political  discussions  and  it  is  hard  for  them  to  listen 
:o  political  things  without  interruption.  The  humourous  clement 
should  also  have  a political  tendency).  G.  Objective  methods. 
(Excursions  into  the  towns  and  the  factories,  pictures,  kinos, 
theatrical  performcnccs  etc.  and  similar  tilings  must  draw  the 
youth  on  the  land  into  the  life  of  industry,  the  organizations  of 
the  working  class  and  the  capitalist  exploitation  etc.) 

The  educational  work  and  the  whole  activity  of  the  Young 
Communist  Leagues  in  the  country  will  produce  much  better 
results  if  they  arc  carried  on  by  comrades  who  are  themselves 
of  the  country.  (These  comrades  know  the  circumstances  and 
the  psychology  of  the  youth  on  the  land  better  than  the  youth 
from  the  town  can  know  them).  Therefore  all  Young  Communist 
Leagues  must  pay  great  attention  to  the  education  of  leaders  of 
the  educational  work  and  of  officials  for  the  country  from 
amongst  the  comrades  of  the  land  themselves.  Special  courses 
must  be  organized  on  the  part  of  the  organization  of 
the  country  with  the  help  of  the  town  organizations  and  the  Party, 
for  this  purpose.  These  courses  must  be  used  at  the  same  time 
as  far  as  possible  for  the  education  of  propagandists  (speakers 
etc.)  for  the  country,  for  the  propagandists  sent  by  the  Young  Com- 
munist Leagues  into  the  country  should  know  the  psychology  and 
the  situation  of  the  youth  there.  It  is  good  when  they  them- 
selves arc  of  the  country. 

As  is  well  known,  the  villages  are  mistrustful  of  all  that 
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uitnci'  horn  ilk’  town  and  paiticuhuly  ideas  of  communism.  Tlie 
; oliiic.il  piepagsnda  in  i he  country  must  he  carried  on  with  care 
und  persistence.  Flaming  superficial  agitational  speeches  and 
difficult  theoretical  lectures  are  equally  out  of  place  in  the 
A'uniiv,  We  must  go  into  the  village  with  simple  concrete  things 
taken  from  the  life  of  the  working  youth  in  the  country. 

The  question  of  the  struggle  against  religion  must  receive 
particular  attention  and  is  even  one  of  the  most  important  educa- 
tional tasks  of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  in  the  country, 
for  the  religious  prejudices  of  the  peasantry  are  a great 
hindrance  to  the  revolutionization  of  the  villages.  The 
ruling  class  at  temps  to  maintain  the  religious  prejudices 
amongst  the  youth  on  the  land  not  only  thru  the  church 
but  also  thru  vaiious  Christian  associations,  Christian 
t'casantrv.  Young  Men’s  association,  Christian  educational 
etc.).  Two  things  must  be  distinguished  in  this 
the  struggle  against  the  church  as  an  organization 
struggle  against  the  widespread  and  deeply  rooted 
prejudices  of  the  majority  of  the  population  in  the 
Our  first  aim  in  this  struggle  is  the  separation  of  the 
church  from  the  State  and  the  school  from  the  church.  The 
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struggle  must  be  carried  on  with  great  care,  but  at  the  same  time 
with  all  energy.  If  the  work  on  the  land  demands  great  care  and 
persistence,  in  this  question  it  is  particularly  the  case.  Here  we 
meet  directly  with  the  religious  fanaticism  of  the  adult  peasants, 
and  each  careless  step,  each  smallest  offense  against  their 
religious  feelings  will  arouse  their  bitterest  opposition. 

Side  by  side  with  the  propaganda  by  word  of  mouth  all  Young 
Communist  Leagues  should  carry  on  an  energetic  printed  pro* 
pjgaadii.  A special  section  of  each  league  organ  must  be  devoted 
to  this  work.  And  wc  must  demand  that  such  sections  are  put  at 
our  disposal  to  be  edited  by  the  particular  departement  of  our  or- 
ganization in  both  the  Party  and  Trade  Union  Press.  (In  the  chief 
Oigan  of  the  Communist  Party  the  section  would  be  edited  by 
the  department  for  work  on  the  land  in  the  National  Executive  of 
the  League  etc.)  Special  numbers  devoted  to  the  ivork  on  the 
Lwd  must  be  issued  by  our  Youth  organs  as  often  as  necessary. 
The  Leagues  must  also  issue  special  pamphlets  upon  the  topical 
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and  important  questions  effecting  the  youth  on  the  land,  and 
these  pamphlets  must  be  vidcly  distributed  in  htc  villages.  From 
time  lo  time  special  leaflets  dealing  with  the  daily  questions 
of  the  working  youth  in  the  country  must  be  written. 

Thru  this  printed  educational  work  our  propaganda  in  the 
country  will  be  systematized  and  continual  material  will  be 
supplied  to  our  propagandists. 

The  practical  representation  of  the  cultural  demands  of  the 
youth  on  the  land,  next  to  the  educational  work,  is  of  very  great 
importance  for  the  winning  over  of  this  youth. 

In  all  countries  wc  can,  particuarly  now',  observe  definite 
struggles  of  the  youth  on  the  land  towards  knowledge.  The 
bourgeoisie  has  understood  how  to  utilize  this.  Apart  from  the 
schools,  the  bourgeoisie  carries  on  a broad  counter-revolutionary 
propaganda  thru  special  bourgeois  youth,  cultural  and  sport  or- 
ganizations. It  is  the  work  of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  to 
expose  the  actual  purpose  of  these  organizations.  Where  special 
leagues  of  the  youth  of  the  large  peasantry  exist,  the  Young- 
Communist  Leagues  must  lead  a particularly  energetic  straggle 
against  them. 

Although  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  must  continually 
stress  the  fact  in  their  propaganda  that  only  the  social  revolu- 
tion can  bring  complete  cultural  freedom  to  the  working  popula- 
tion of  both  the  town  and  the  country,  they  nevertheless  struggle 
energetically  for  the  following  cultural  partial  demands  on  behalf 
of  the  youth  on  the  land,  in  order  to  bind  them  continuosly  to 
the  final  aim  and  to  mobilise  the  masses  for  it. 

1.  Compulsory  village  education  at  the  cost  of  the  State. 

2.  For  the  extension  of  the  village  school  law  to  vocational 

training. 

3.  For  free  schools  based  on  the  principle  of  work  for 

agricultural  workers,  house  workers,  cattle  workers, 
gardeners  etc. 

It  must  be  stressed  that  the  economic  and  political  enlighten- 
ment activity  of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  on  the  land 
must  not  be  limited  to  the  benefit  of  the  cultural  struggle,  but 
the  economic  and  political  struggle  must  always  stand  in  the 
foreground. 


IV. 


Tin*  Organizational  Tasks  of  the  Yung  (ommunisl  Leagued 

on  the  Land. 

\ continuous  ami  dose  connection  of  the  Young  Communist 
l eague  with  the  i ura I youth  is  the  first  condition  lor  good  land 
work.  W here  this  exist?  practical  work  can  be  immediately  com- 
menced. 

Where  special  organizations  of  the  Young  Communist 
l cague?  do  not  exist  in  the  country,  the  first  task  is  the  creation 
of  connection  with  the  country  in  Order  to  build  orgnizations 
there. 

The  connections  with  the  country  are  created  by  the 
mik'd i re  groups  which  arc  composed  of  members  from  town  and 
country  groups  or  from  shop  nuclei.  These  initiative  groups  must 
consist  in  the  first  place  of  comrades  who  are  themselves  from  the 
country  or  who  are  at  least  in  permanent  connection  with  the 
country. 

The  lowest  organizational  unit  of  the  Young  Commimist 
League  in  the  country,  as  in  the  towns  and  industrial  centres  is 
the  shop  nucleus : these  nuclei  will  however  diTfcr  somewhat  in 
structure  from  the  industrial  nuclei,  under  the  presure  of  cir- 
cumstances. (widely  separate  work,  the  fewness  of  the  young 
workers  in  one  place,  etc.). 

( *■;  i 'Suites  inhere  numbers  of  young  workers  arc  engaged,  an 
* -mill'  it tj< Tens  is  formed  in  the  same  way  as  the  shop  nucleus  in 
the  factory.  In  villages  where  there  arc  several  small  agricultural 
enterprise?  in  each  of  which  only  one  or  two  young  workers  arc 
engaged,  a village  nucleus  is  formed,  the  leading  organ  of  which 
i?  the  nuclei  leadership.  The  village  nucleus  accepts  new  mem- 
bers, carries  out  a complete  registration  of  its  membership, 
attends  to  the  payments  of  subscriptions  etc. 

In  villages  where  the  small  enterprises  are  very  far  removed 
one  from  the  other,  several  village  nuclei  are  formed  which  come 
together  in  a local  group.  This  group  elects  a leadership  for  the 
work  of  all  the  nuclei  in  its  locality. 

The  work  of  a village  nucleus  is  in  general  similar  to  the 
woik  ol  a shop  nucleus.  The  nucleus  holds  its  regular  weekly 


meeings.  it  issues  a nucleus  paper  and  posted  bulletins.  The 
nuclei  distribute  communist  literature,  form  reading  circle?  and 
carry  on  propaganda  by  word  of  mouth  in  the  houses  of  the 
peasants. 

The  nuclei  leadership  calls  conferences  of  the  working  youth 
and  the  peasant  youth  in  which  the  economic  and  political  daily 
ij  lies  lions  are  discussed.  It  organizes  propaganda  evenings  and 
carries  on  all  the  league  work  which  cannot  be  carried  on 
directly  by  the  nuclei  themselves. 

A good  means  to  be  recommended  for  the  general  educational 
work  amongst  the  youth  on  the  land  is  the  formation  of  clubs  for 
the  peasant  youth. 

The  village  and  estate  nuclei  work  in  closest  connection  with 
the  group  of  *hc  revolutionary  agricultural  workers’  trade  union 
cr  with  the  oppositional  bloc  in  the  agricultural  workers’  trade 
union  to  which  all  nuclei  members  who  are  land  workers  must 
belong  and  in  which  they  must  form  a youth  fraction.  Vi  here  only 
a reformist  agricultural  workers'  trade  union  exists,  the  nuclei 
demand  the  acceptance  of  young  workers  into  the  trade  union 
with  equal  rights  and  attempt  thru  their  actions  to  force  the 
trade  union  to  represent  the  interests  of  the  young  workers.  The 
revolutionizaion  of  the  reformist  agricultural  workers’  trade 
union  in  close  co-operative  work  with  the  fractions  of  the  com- 
munist land-workers  is  one  of  the  chief  tasks  of  the  young 
workers  in  the  union.  In  such  neighborhoods  where  no  agri- 
cultural workers’  trade  union  exists,  the  nuclei  must  take  the 
initiative  in  forming  a revolutionray  agricultural  workers’  trade 
union. 

Where  economic  organizations  of  the  peasantry  exist  all 
members  must  enter  them  and  carry  on  a similar  work  to  that 
carried  on  in  the  trade  union.  Special  work  must  be  carried  on  to 
separate  the  poorer  circles  of  the  peasantry  from  the  large 
peasant  elements  and  for  the  separation  of  these  latter  from 
these  organizations. 

The  nuclei  must  also  do  every  ting  to  assist  the  co-operatives 

of  the  poor  peasants  and  the  land  workers. 

The  village  or  estate  nuclei  carry  on  their  whole  work  in  the 
closest  connection  with  their  particular  party  organization. 


Special  land  departments  must  exist  in  all  leading  Committees 
. t the  organization  tor  the  permanent  systematic  leadership 
> ! our  voi  k in  the  country.  The  leader  of  the  land  department  of 
group  must  at  the  same  time  be  the  leader  of  the  initiative 

group. 

The  most  important  tasks  of  these  departements  arc: 


a)  The  creation  of  our  organizations  in  the  country  (nuclei 

and  groups). 

b)  The  collection  and  examination  of  materia)  on  the 

economic  and  cultural  situation  of  the  young  land 
workers  and  small  peasant  youth. 

c)  The  organization  and  leadership  of  the  various  actions  of 

the  youth  on  the  land  in  their  districts. 


d)  The  supply  of  material  and  literature  for  the  organiza- 
tions in  the  country. 

ci  The  calling  of  conferences  of  the  officials  of  the  land 
work. 


The  department  of  the  National  Executive  Committee  must 
carry  on  the  closest  co-operative  work  with  the  agrarian  com- 
mission of  the  Communist  Party. 
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The  Congress  once  again  stresses  the  importance  of  this  work 
and  demands  that  all  Young  Communist  Leagues  take  it  up  with 
all  engrgy.  The  work  in  the  country  may  no  longer,  as  up  to  the 
I resent,  have  an  casual  character,  but  must , in  alt  countries, 
he  made  an  important  part  of  the  daily  League  activity. 


Hie  Opponents. 

i he  struggle  of  the  Y.  C.  1.  against  the  opponent  youth 
organization  plays  a very  great  role  both  from  the  political 
standpoint  and  also  form  the  standpoint  of  the  development 
of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  into  mass  organizations  and 
their  bolshevik  education. 

The  beginning  of  a new  democratic  pacifist  period  means 
: n attempt  by  the  bourgeoisie  "with  the  help  of  fascism  and 
the  social  democracy,  to  concentrate  the  forces  of  society... 
producing  the  appearance  of  a political  victory  of  the  petty 
bourgeoisie  and  participation  by  the  ‘people’  in  the  exercise 
of  power.” 

The  role  of  social  democracy  in  this  maneuver,  as  the 
most  important  support  and  the  tool  of  the  bourgeoisie 
is  today  greater  than  ever.  In  this  bourgeois  pacifist 
period  the  question  of  the  youth  plays  an  important  role, 
for  on  the  one  hand  the  socialist  and  pacifist  youth  leagues 
carry  on  the  whole  policy  of  their  Parties  with  regard  to  the 
youth,  and  on  the  other  hand  the  bourgeoisie  makes  direct 
attempts  ( Prance,  England,  Bulgaria)  to  create  for  themselves 
a support  in  the  broad  masses  of  the  youth.  In  the  bourgeois- 
pacifist  period  the  Y.  C.  I.  takes  over  the  duty  of  fighting 
against  the  rooting  of  new  illusions  in  the  ranks  of  the  work- 
ing youth  and  of  making  them  a support  point  for  the  re- 
volutionary struggle. 

The  development  of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  to 
mass  organizations  is  greatly  hindered  by  the  existence  of 
other  leagues  of  the  working  youth.  In  many  countries,  the 
growth  of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  to  mass  organiza- 
tions is  altogether  impossible  without  the  annihilation  of  the 
opponent  youth  organizations. 

The  whole  development  of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues 
to  mass  organizations  is  closely  connected  with  the  struggle 
against  the  opponent  youth  organizations. 


Iho  holshev izttl ion  of  the  Western  European  Leagues  will 
take  pi  iky  thru  the  mcrccliss  struggle  against  opportunism 
and  its  exponents  in  the  ranks  of  the  youth  and  against  the 
Young  Socialist  leagues.  The  ideological  struggle  against 
these  ogranizutions  with  the  participation  of  the  broad  masses 
of  the  membership  ot  our  Leagues  will  greatly  strengthen 
our  bolshevist  ideology. 


The  V.  C.  1.  has  three  chief  kinds  of  opponents:  the  so- 
called  Socialist  Youth  Organizations,  the  Fascist  and  Nationalist 
Youth  I eagttes  and  the  Christian  Bourgeois  Organizations.  In 
the  future  the  struggle  must  he  taken  up  against  all  three 
organizations  in  a like  manner  according  to  the  conditions  in 
(lie  individual  countries. 


1. 

The  Young  Socialist  Leagues,  which  do  not  merely  oppose 
our  individual  leagues,  but  as  international  opponents,  have  in 
general  followed  the  line  of  development  tip  to  the  time  of 
the  Fourth  Congress  of  the  Y.  C.  1.  foreseen  by  us.  The 
amalgamation  of  the  Young  Socialist  International  with  the 
Young  Workers’  International  at  Whitsun  1923  in  Hamburg 
was  the  bankruptcy  of  the  Centre  and  its  complete  subordina- 
tion to  the  Right  wing  of  the  Socialist  Youth  Movement. 

The  leading  role  in  the  Young  Socialist  International  lies 
in  the  hands  of  the  most  reactionary  league,  the  German 
Sozialisiischc  Arbeiter  Jugend.  Not  only  in  the  decisions  of 
the  Hamburg  Congress,  but  also  in  the  whole  activity  of  the 
Socialist  Youth  International  in  the  period  after  Hamburg, 
it  has  showed  its  traitorous,  opportunist,  nationalist  and  in 
part  directly  fascist  role. 

During  the  occupation  of  the  Ruhr  the  Young  Socialist 
International  supported  the  bourgeois  nationalist  policy  oT 
the  various  states  completely. 

The  treason  of  the  social  democracy  in  the  September 
revolt  in  Bulgaria,  their  ignominious  role  in  the  October  events 
in  Germany,  their  participation  in  the  brutal  persecutions 
against  the  working  class,  all  took  place  with  the  direct  support  of 
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the  Young  Socialist  League.  In  the  following  period  of  reac- 
hon  and  the  strongest  period  of  the  capitalist  offensive  the 
young  Socialist  Leagues  placed  themselves  openly  upon  the 
side  oi  the  attackers  and  rejected  definitely  every  attempt  to 
improve  the  situation  of  the  working  youth. 

I he  period  before  us  holds  great  dangers  for  the  workine 
youth.  Our  struggle  against  the  Young  Socialist  Leagues 
must  therefore  be  carried  thru  all  the  more  strongly. 

It  has  been  clearly  shown  that  the  Young  Socialist  In- 
ternational is  <i  chain  ol  traitorous  youth  leagues,  which  in 
its  final  resort  is  fascist.  The  following  arc  the  conclusions! 
the  Y.  C.  1.  and  the  whole  working  youth  must  deny  to  the 
Young  Socialist  Leagues  the  right  to  call  themselves  prole- 
tarian youth  leagues.  The  Socialist  Youth  Leagues  show  both 
ideologically  and  organizationally  a tendency  to  develop  into 
fascism. 

The  Congress  completely  ratifies  the  decisions  of  the  Fifth 
Congress  of  the  Communist  International  on  the  united  front 
tactic  and  its  application.  Our  political  tactics  against  the 
opponents  must  move  within  the  framework  of  the  decisions 
ol  the  Fifth  Congress  of  the  Communist  International.  In 
many  countries,  Czecho-Slovakia.  Sweden,  Austria,  Holland, 
Belgium.  Germany,  where  the  social  democratic  youth  move- 
ment is  still  strong,  the  tactic  of  the  united  front  means  now 
as  before  one  of  the  most  important  weapons  for  extension 
of  our  influence  and  our  tactics  against  the  opponents.  In 
general  the  tactic  of  the  united  front  must  be  applied  with 
special  attention  to  the  work  in  the  masses  of  the  working 
youth. 

The  following  methods  and  forms  in  the  struggle  against 
the  opponents  must  also  be  applied:  1.  The  past  period  has 
given  sufficient  material  for  us  to  carry  on  a general  propa- 
ganda upon  the  role  of  the  young  socialist  organizations. 
This  work  must  be  strengthened.  2,  The  fight  against  the 
opponent  youth  organizations  must  be  concentrated  in  the 
shops,  that  is  to  say,  we  must  attempt  to  isolate  and  annihilate 
the  opponent  youth  organizations  from  below.  The  struggle 
against  the  opponents,  must  be  carried  on  in  each  field  of  the 


:u'(ivitv  ol  i he  V.  C,  1.  Our  successes  are  naturally  bound 
up  wait  tlii-  general  activity  ol‘  our  organization,  but  the 
direct  activity  against  the  young  socialist  organizations  when 
ilie\  attempt  to  assemble  the  masses  of  the  working  class 
vouth  is  of  particular  importance  (counter-demonstrations, 
work  in  the  meetings,  at  excursions  etc. J A.  More  attention 
must  be  paid  to  the  popularization  of  the  Y.  C.  1.  ami  all 
its  experiences  \ terror,  illegality,  struggle  against  fascism,  the 
work  in  the  army  etc.)  as  the  world  organization  of  the  working 
uiuth.  f>.  In  the  struggle  against  the  opponents  the  popularization 
of  Soviet  Russia.  the  achievements  of  the  working  youth  in  Russia, 
and  the  work  of  the  Russian  Young  Communist  League,  plays  a 
very  important  role  and  must  be  taken  up  anti  strengh tenet! . C.  The 
campaign  against  war  and  the  10th  International  Day  of  Youth  must 
be  above  all  used  to  strengthen  the  work  against  the  opponents. 
The  Young  Communist  Leagues  must  in  this  connection 
explain  and  popularize  the  general  knowledge  of  the  traitorous 
role  of  the  social  democrats  at  the  beginning  and  during  the 
war  and  as  opposed  to  this,  the  history  of  the  Y.  C.  i. 

In  the  countries  where  the  opponent  youth  organizations 
are  weak  or  do  not  exist  at  all  (France,  England)  our  Leagues 
have  to  carry  out  the  same  work,  in  relation  to  the  influence 
of  the  social-democratic  parties  on  the  youth.  The  Young 
Communist  Leagues  must  work  to  prevent  any  entry  on  the 
part  of  tlie  working  youth  into  the  ranks  of  social  demo- 
cracy. 


11. 

The  strong  growth  of  the  fascist  youth  leagues  means  the 
greatest  danger  for  the  Y.  C.  L,  and  the  under-estimation  of 
this  danger  must  be  strongly  fought.  The  fascist  youth 
leagues  extend  their  influence  to  the  working  youth  also.  The 
misery  of  the  working  youth,  their  mistrust  in  consequence 
of  the  treason  of  the  social  democracy,  the  demagogic  propa- 
ganda of  the  fascists  etc.;  all  these  things  bring  sections  of 
ihe  working  youth  into  the  ranks  of  the  fascist  youth  leagues. 
Fascism  has  created  for  itself  particularly  strong  supports  in 
the  villages  amongst  the  youth  on  the  laud. 
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Up  to  the  present,  the  Young  Communist  Leagues,  with 
very  few  exceptions  have  carried  on  practically  no  struggle 
against  these  leagues.  The  Fourth  Congress  makes  it  the 
duty  of  the  whole  Y.  C.  I.,  and  particularly  of  those  leagues 
in  the  countries  where  the  fascists  are  especially  strong,  to 
take  up  the  struggle  against  them. 

For  this  purpose  our  Leagues  must  study  definitely  the 
history,  the  roots,  the  methods  and  forms  of  work  of  the 
fascist  youth  league,  etc.  The  struggle  against  them  will  take 
place  first  of  all  upon  the  political  field,  by  means  of  political 
propaganda,  thru  the  explanation  of  their  role  etc.  Previously 
this  important  side  of  the  work  was  particularly  neglected. 
The  Young  Communist  Leagues  must  in  general,  and  particu- 
larly in  the  shops,  mobilize  the  youth  against  fascism. 

The  open  military  struggle  is  of  great  value  against  fas- 
cism, and  will  best  produce  decomposition  in  the  ranks  of  the 
fascists. 

The  Young  Communist  Leagues  must  also  take  up  the  work  for 
the  decomposition  of  the  fascist  youth  leagues  thru  the  cre- 
ation of  nuclei  within  them. 

III. 

The  Christian  youth  leagues  which  represent  the  strongest 
support  of  the  bourgeois  state  apparatus,  have  previously 
been  almost  completely  out  of  our  field  of  activity,  although 
millions  of  young  workers  and  young  peasants  have  been 
under  the  influence  of  the  church  for  years.  In  some  districts 
we  have  absolutely  no  method  of  approaching  the  masses  of 
the  working  youth  without  the  struggle  against  these 
Christian  leagues.  The  struggle  against  these  leagues  is  a 
pressing  task  of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues,  in  Germany, 
Italy,  America,  France  and  China.  The  Young  Communist 
Leagues  must  devote  more  attention  to  the  study  of  these 
leagues.  Practical  experience  has  shown  that  a revolutionary 
wing  can  be  built  in  these  leagues.  The  young  workers  and 
peasants  in  these  leagues  cannot  stand  aside  in  the  great 
mass  struggles  of  the  adult  workers.  The  struggle  against 
these  leagues  is  in  the  first  place  carried  on  by  drawing 
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their  membership  into 
class.  ^strikes  etc.). 


the  general  struggle  of  the  working 
Our  influence  in  the  Christ  inn  trade 


unions  must  also  he  utilized.  In  every  struggle  of  the  Young 
Communist  Longues  an  earnest  attempt  must  he  made  to  draw 
the  Christian  youth  leagues  or  various  parts  of  these  leagues 
into  the  struggle  and  to  give  them  political  understanding  on 
i he  basis  of  the  experiences  in  these  struggles.  The  anti-clerical 
propaganda  of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  plays  a great 
role,  and  it  must  be  carefully  taken  up  in  the  whole  press, 
thru  special  meetings,  discussion  evenings,  etc. 


The  most  important  preliminary  condition  for  a successful 
struggle  against  the  opponent  youth  organizations  is  the 
participation  of  the  whole  membership  of  the  Young  Com- 
munist Leagues  in  this  work.  The  condition  for  this  is  that 
each  individual  member  is  convinced  that  the  Young  Communist 
International  is  the  only  leader  and  representative  of  the 
Interests  of  the  working  youth. 


On  the  Program. 

1.  The  Congress  ratifies  the  draft  program  presented  to 
it  and  presents  it  to  the  Leagues  for  discussion. 

2.  The  Executive  is  instructed  to  issue  the  draft  together 
with  the  speech. 

d.  rite  Executive  Committee  and  also  the  Leagues  are 
instructed  to  regularly  and  intensively  discuss  he  program  in 
the  press. 

•1.  Similarly,  the  program  of  the  Communist  International 
which  was  decided  upon  in  draft  by  the  Fifth  Congress  of  the 
Comintern  must  be  discussed  in  detail. 


i 
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The  Colonial  Question.  ’ 

■fc  *■ 

1,  'I'ho  Progress  of  the  Communist  Movement  in  the 
Colonies  Since  the  Third  Congress. 

During  the  hist  one  and  a half  years,  the  Young  ComnYun-  > 
ist  movement  has  attained  considerable  successes  in  the 
colonial  and  semi-colonial  countries. 

In  China,  in  spite  ol  the  crisis  in  the  workers’  movement; 
the  Young  Communist  League  has  consolidated  itself  and  has 
greatly  increased  its  press  activities,  in  particular  amongst  v 
the  peasants  and  in  the  national  revolutionary  movement.  In 
Korea,  many  new  local  communist  organizations  have  been 
formed  and  are  about  to  hold  a congress  for  the  formation 
of  a unified  organization.  These  organizations  have  at  present 
a great  influence  on  the  Korean  National  Revolutionary  Youth 
Federation.  The  Mongolian  Youth  League  has  during  this 
period  more  than  doubled  its  membership.  It  has  now  over 
•1,000  members.  It  is  rapidly,  becoming  a massorganization 
of  the  Nomad  youth  and  is  acquiring  an  important  role  in 
the  political  life  of  the  country.  In  Turkey,  the  amalgamation 
of  the  various  young  communist  leagues  into  a United  Turkish 
Young  Communist  League  is  about  to  take  place.  In  South 
Africa  a Young  Communist  League,  was  established  which 
although  up  to  the  present  it  has  consisted  only  of  Europeans, 
gives  us  a basis  for  our  work  amongst  the  negro  youth,  and 
attempts  are  being  made  to  win  these  latter  into  the  or- 
ganization. 

II.  The  Tasks  of  the  Young  Communist  League. 

The  tasks  of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  in  the  colonial 
and  half-colonial  countries  arc  particularly  complicated  and 
difficult.  On  the  one  hand  it  is  the  chief  task  of  a young 
communist  league  to  win  the  broad  masses  ol  the  working 
class  youth  and  to  build  up  its  own  organisation,  on  the  other 


hand  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  of  the  colonial  and  half- 
colonial  countries  must  support  the  national  revolutionary 
movement.  In  these  circumstances,  two  dangers  always  con- 
front the  Young  Communist  Leagues:  on  the  one  hand  the 
danger  of  the  disappearance  of  the  Young  Communist  League 
in  n united  national  movement,  and  on  the  other  hand  the 
danger  of  ignoring  the  revolutionary  movement.  Both  of 
these  dangers  can  cause  the  young  communist  movement  in 
the  colonies  great  harm. 

The  participation  of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  in  a 
national  movement  is  not  an  end  in  itself,  but  only  serves  the 
purpose  of  winning  an  influence  over  the  masses  of  the  youth 
and  leading  the  best  revolutionary  elements  amongst  them 
into  the  ranks  of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues. 

In  order  to  be  able  to  carry  on  the  difficult  work  inside 
she  national  movement  and  to  impregnate  it  with  our  spirit 
our  organization  must  be  consolidated  and  developed  through 
intensive  communist  propaganda  and  educational  work 
amongst  our  own  members  and  the  broad  masses  of  the  youth 
in  the  spirit  of  the  class  war. 

The  communist  educational  work  amongst  the  members 
of  the  Leagues  is  particularly  important  as  at  the  moment 
members  of  Young  Communist  Leagues  are  working  inside 
non-communist  youth  organizations  and  in  the  national 
revolutionary  parties.  Without  a systematic  and  energetic 
educational  work  amongst  their  own  members  the  Young 
Communist  Leagues  will  not  be  able  to  avert  the  danger  of 
an  ideological  demoralisation  of  their  members  and  a conse- 
quent disorganization  of  the  Leagues. 

The  Young  Communist  Leagues  must  be  strong,  disciplined 
and  centralized  organizations.  They  must  exercise  a firm 
control  over  their  members  working  in  non-communist  or- 
ganizations. The  connection  of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues 
with  the  fractions  inside  other  organizations  must  be  very 
close.  These  fractions  must  carry  on  their  work  according 
to  the  instructions  of  the  various  leading  bodies  and  must 
regularly  make  reports  upon  their  work  in  the  particular  non- 

communist  organization. 


III.  The  Support  of  the  National  Revolutionary  Youth 

Ognnizations. 

It  i-^  the  task  of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  to  line 
up  the  broad  masses  of  the  young  workers,  peasants,  employers 
ami  intellectuals  in  the  national  revolutionary  movement.  This 
can  only  be  obtained  by  the  creation  of  nationalist  rcvolu- 
: ionary  mass  organizations  of  the  youth  apart  from  the  Young 
Communist  Leagues.  These  must  be  determined  by  the  char- 
acter of  the  economic  and  political  stage  of  development  of 
the  countries,  in  order  to  win  the  broad  masses  of  the  young 
workers,  peasants,  employers  and  students  for  this  united  or- 
ganization. The  leadership  of  this  organization  must  stay  in 
the  hands  of  The  Young  Communist  Leagues,  which  must 
become  the  ideological  leader  of  the  national  revolutionary 
youth.  Such  a mass  organization  of  the  youth  serves  on  the 
other  hand  as  a field  for  the  spread  of  communist  influence 
over  this  vouth  and  to  draw  the  advanced  clement  of  this 

m 

organization  into  the  Young  Communist  Leagues. 


A.  The  Forms  of  the  National  Revolutionary  Youth 

Organization. 

The  formation  of  national  revolutionary  mass  organizations 
of  the  youth  will  take  on,  according  to  the  economic  and 
political  state  of  development  of  the  different  countries  of 
the  East  and  of  Africa,  various  concrete  forms. 

The  capitalist  process  of  development  in  a whole  series  of 
colonial  and  half-colonial  countries  is  already  so  far  forward 
that  we  find  a comparatively  developed  action  of  the  industrial 
proletariat  with  a growing  class-consciousness,  which  express- 
es itself  in  the  growth  of  the  communist  organizations  and 
their  influence  upon  the  workers'  movement.  China,  The 
Malay  Archipelago,  the  Philippines.  India,  Turkey,  Egypt, 
may  count  as  amongst  these  countries.  It  is  understandable 
that  in  these  countries  the  class  tendency  will  preponderate 
ill  the  character  of  the  national  revolutionary  youth  organiza- 
tion. which  in  their  final  results  must  take  the  form  of  work- 
ing youth  and  peasant  youth  Leagues. 


In  other  colonies  the  capitalist  process  has  not  deve- 
loped so  far.  These  arc  the  agrarian  countries  which  exclusiv- 
ely serve  foreign  imperialism  as  the  sources  of  raw  material 
ami  where  almost  no  industry  exists,  and  where  in  conse- 
quence the  workers'  movement  is  weak,  and  where  no  native 
bourgeoisie  with  a definite  class-consciousness  exists.  Merc, 
the  absolute  majority  of  the  population  is  intrested  in  political 
freedom  from  the  yoke  of  foreign  imperialism.  Such  countries 
are:  Korea,  Mongolia,  Tschungarei,  Afghanistan,  Persia.  Al- 
giers, Tunis  and  Morocco.  In  these  countries  the  national  re- 
volutionary mass  organizations  will  take  on  a typical  national 

' "h  Falls  to  the  task  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Young  Communist  Leagues  to  determine  the  general  direc- 
tions for  the  national  revolutionary  youth  movement  in  the 
colonial  and  half-colonial  countries.  Similarly  the  concrete 
forms  which  the  movement  in  the  various  countries  must  take 

on  must  be  determined  in  detail. 


n The  Political  Phase  of  Ihe  National  Revolutionary 

Organization  of  the  Youth. 

The  mass  organizations  of  the  national  revolutionary  youth 
should  not  only  be  organizationally  independent,  but  should 
also  protect  their  own  political  complexion.  They  are  called 
upon  to  play  an  important  role  in  the  nationalist  movement 
and  the  mass  organizations  of  the  revolutionary  you 
stand  in  close  contact  with  the  revolutionary  pares  and 
support  their  actions  in  order  to  promote  the  unity  of  the 

Though  the  national  revolutionary  organization  shouM  be 
regarded  as  a political  independent  organization,  communist 
fractions  inside  it  shall  control  its  policy. 


C.  Tasks  and  work  of  the  National  Revolutionary 

Organizations  of  the  Youth. 

The  most  important  task  af  the  mass  ^ 

enrol  Ihe  whole  revolutionary  you, , uhd  rts  “ ,im, 

become  a real  mass  organization.  In  o d 


-I  imiM  fight  for  the  economic,  political  mi  cultural  interests 

I"'*  mi,M  Cnrry  " cl,Uurnl  ""d  Po'ifcal  cd«2 


. In’  polincal  work  of  the  mass  organizations  must  con* 
•m  ^net  V in  the  struggle  against  foreign  imperialism.  They 
"ui't  right  tor  national  independence  rnnl  the  maximum  of 
uul  rw,,s-  ior  "lsl{'ncc.  for  tin-  complete  freedom  of  associa 
,l"11  sPlt‘ch-  meetings.  They  must  lead  a campaign 

” aS,t*,!0n  and  ProPa8ai'da  amongst  the  masses  of  the  youth 
tor  political  clarity,  in  which  they  explains  the  problems  of 
Hie  national  struggle  and  the  class  war.  l-*or  this  purpose 
it  must,  apart  From  the  issue  of  special  literature,  arrange 
courses  o I lectures,  meetings,  excursions  into  the  villages,  etc. 

11 1 Ihc  anti-militarist  work  must  consist  in  revolution- 
;,IV  propaganda  and  the  organization  of  nuclei  inside  the 
troops  ut  the  foreign  and  natiw  governments.  On  the  other 
hand  a political  and  cultural  enlightenment  work  must  be  carri- 
ed on  amongst  the  revolutionary  troops,  and  particularly  the 
f logon  of  the  revolutionary  people’s  army  must  be  propagated, 
llu.-  \M>rk  amongst  the  imperialist  troops  must  be  carried  on 
bv  the  organization  of  the  motherland. 

ci  la  its  economic  work  the  mass  organization  must  strug- 
,U‘  t oi  the  de tense  of  the  interests  of  ihe  young  workers; 
foi  wage  increases,  for  the  six-hour  day,  for  a free  Sunday 
:est  with  pay.  for  tile  improvement  of  the  hvgenic  conditions 
ot  work,  against  night  work  for  young  workers  under  IS  years 
of  age.  etc.  A particularly  energetic  campaign  must  be  carri- 
ed on  I if  the  abolition  (,i  child  labor,  for  free  education  for 
all  child: en  and  lot  t fi«,-  slogan  "e<|iial  wages  for  equal  w'ork". 

I hese  demands  ol  vnung  workers  and  peasants  must  be 
co-ordinated  with  thov  of  the  adult  workers.  The  mass  or- 
ranizations  must  struggle  for  equal  rights  of  the  young  work- 
ers and  peasants  m the  1 cade  Unions  and  Peasant  organiza- 
tions. and  demand  that  these  fight  for  the  interests  of  the 
young  workers  and  pea- ants. 

d»  The  educational  work  of  the  mass  organizations  must 
umsist  of  the  struggle  again- 1 illiteracy,  for  general  free 
:hoo!  education  with  modern  educational  methods,  and  for 
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special  continual  ion  schools  for  young  workers  and  peasants 
and  that  the  school  hours  he  counted  in  the  work-time  with 
full  pay  for  the  same.  For  free  vocational  training  of  young 
workers  ami  agricultural  courses  for  young  peasants.  The 
mass  organization  must  itself  establi  .lt  evening  classes,  circle*, 
courses,  etc,  to  teach  reading  and  writing  etc.  and  it  should 
hold  lectures  on  natural  science  and  upon  the  daily  political 
events. 

ci  Particular  attention  must  be  paid  to  the  propaganda 
against  the  religious  and  traditional  prejudices  against  women 
which  exist  everywhere  in  the  Orient  The  mass  organizations 
must  fight  for  equal  political,  economical,  social  and  cultural 
rights  for  women.  Particular  efforts  must  be  made  to  root  out  the 
prejudices  of  the  workers  and  peasants  against  young  girls, 
and  the  entry  of  young  girls  into  trade  unions  and  associations, 
with  equal  rights  must  he  demanded. 

().  The  Role  of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  in  the  Mass 

Organization. 


a)  The  task  ot  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  in  relation 
K.  these  mass  organizations  consists  of:  1.  Taking  the  initiative 
tor  the  formation  o!  the  local  units  of  these  mass  organizations 
(for  instance,  clubs).  2.  The  local  units  already  existing  but 
not  organized  in  communist  organizations  must  be  brought 
under  their  influence,  d,  the  organization  of  these  local  units 
into  a unified  and  centralized  mass  organization,  and  4.  it  is  the 
duty  of  every  member  of  the  Young  Communist  League  to 
be  a member  of  the  national  revolutionary  mass  organization. 

b)  A Young  Communist  League  must  work  inside  the 
mass  organization  and  take  over  i t > leadership.  It  must  be 
understood  that  the  leadership  of  a mass  organization  cannot 
be  merely  obtained  by  capturing  the  Exccutivt  Committee,  but 
the  confidence  and  trust  of  the  masses  of  the  membership 
must  be  won  front  the  bottom  upwards.  We  shall  win  the 
trust  of  the  masses  of  the  membership  only  thru  the  energetic 
work  of  the  communist  members  inside  the  organization,  who 
will  carry  cm  the  struggle  for  the  conquest  of  a mass  organiza- 
tion according  to  the  concrete  directions  of  the  Y.  C.  I.  Id 


•ill  local  groups  of  the  mass  organization  communist  fractions 
must  lv  built  in  order  that  the  work  of  the  young  communists 
inside  the  mass  organizations  shall  become  more  effective  ami 
the  line  of  the  Young  Communist  League  more  successfully 
carried  through.  These  communist  fractions  must  lead  the 
daily  struggle  of  the  mass  organization  and  carry  on  political 
educational  work  amongst  the  masses  of  the  members,  and 
in  this  way  the  class-conscious  elements  amongst  the  young 
workers  and  peasants  must  be  drawn  into  the  Young  Communist 
Leagues  and  their  work  carried  on  in  such  a way  that  the  mass 
organization  becomes  a recruiting  field  for  the  Young  Com- 
munist Leagues. 


The  Tasks  of 


Ihc  V.  C.  L.’s  of  the  Imperialist 
Countries. 


Despite  the  repeated  resolutions  and  theses  of  the  Second 
and  Third  Congresses  of  the  Y.  C.  1.  upon  the  necessary 
support  by  the  Y.  C.  L.'s  of  the  imperialist  countries  of  the 
youth  work  in  the  colonics,  these  Leagues  have  up  to  the 
moment  done  very  little  in  this  respect.  The  Fourth  Congress 
demands  once  again  that  the  Y.  C.  L,’s  of  the  imperialist 
countries  pay  much  more  attention  to  the  youth  work  in  the 
colonics.  The  Y.  C,  L.’s  in  close  co-operative  work  with  the 
Parties  must  do  their  utmost  for  the  commencement,  or  the 
support  of  revolutionary  or  young  communist  organizations  in 
the  colonies. 

Further.  Colonial  Departments  arc  to  be  formed  in  the 
National  Executive  Commnittdcs  of  the  Young  Communist 
Leagues  of  tlic  Imperialist  countries. 

Secondly,  the  Y.  C.  L.'s  of  the  imperialist  countries  must 
take  steps  to  carry  on  propaganda  amongst  the  youth  of  the 
colonial  countries  in  the  motherland,  in  order  to  prepare  them 
for  the  revolutionary  work  in  their  countries. 

Thirdly,  the  Y.  C.  L.’s  of  the  imperialist  countries  must  carry 
on  a persistent  propaganda  and  enlightenment  work  in  their 
own  countries  on  the  necessity  for  a general  struggle  against 
the  common  enemy  and  against  the  national  prejudices.  Above 


all  they  must  propagate  the  slogan  of  the  self-determination 
of  the  nations.  Mutual  information  and  continual  contact 
between  the  working  masses  of  the  colonics  and  the  mother- 
land, and  close  co-operative  work  between  the  colonial  Leagues 
and  those  of  the  motherland,  (the  taking  over  of  patronage, 
the  exchange  of  newspapers  and  material,  the  supply  of  ar- 
ticles, etc.)  is  indcspensible  for  the  rooting  out  of  the  still 
existing  national  prejudices  ("our  country”,  pride  of  colonial 
possessions,  a low  opinion  oF  the  colonial  peoples  as  against 
the  whites,  etc.)  and  the  dissipation  of  the  mistrust  against 
the  whites  on  the  side  of  the  population  of  the  Orient  and  the 
colonics.  Only  in  this  way  will  it  be  possible  to  make  the 
comradeship  of  the  youth  of  the  East  and  the  West  a fact, 
not  merely  in  principle,  but  also  in  practice  and  to  make 
posiblc  a united  youth  movement  under  the  banner  of  the 
Young  Communist  International  for  the  struggle  against 

world  imperialism. 


T- - 


I he  Sport  Question. 


!)  The  Third  World  Congress  and  the  Fourth  Bureau  Ses- 
sion gave  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  great  tasks  on  the 
Held  of  sport  activity.  The  Leagues  were  given  the  task  of 
supporting  the  formation  of  workers’  sport  federations;  they 
were  to  demand  that  the  sportsmen  of  the  working  class  leave 
the  bourgeois  sport  organizations  and  enter  the  workers'  sport 
organizations;  they  were  to  carry  on  work  inside  the  sport 
organizations  thru  the  formation  of  communist  fractions;  they 
were  to  build  red  blocs  and  lead  them  thru  the  fractions; 
they  were  to  create  sport  departments  in  the  leading  bodies 
of  the  Leagues  and  take  up  work  in  the  shop  and  factory  sport 
leagues. 

2)  These  tasks  have  only  been  carried  thru  by  the  Young 
Communist  Leagues  to  a very  small  degree.  Most  Leagues 
have  not  gone  further  than  the  formation  of  departments  for 
sport  work.  Only  a very  few  of  the  Leagues  have  worked  upon 
this  field  with  success. 

3)  The  Fourth  World  Congress  ratifies  the  decisions  of 
the  Fourth  Bureau  Session  on  the  sport  question.  It  declares 
that  the  work  in  the  workers’  sport  and  physical  culture  or- 
ganizations having  regard  to  the  world  political  situation 
remains  of  great  importance.  The  workers’  physical  culture 
and  sport  organizations  must  be  brought  to  take  their  part  in 
the  fight  against  Fascism,  bourgeois  militarism  and  reaction. 
This  is  their  chief  political  task  in  the  immediate  future. 

The  Young  Communist  Leagues  must  work  so  that: 

a)  The  workers’  sport  and  physical  culture  organizations 
struggle  ideologically  against  the  bourgeois  sport  organizations 
as  the  reserve  of  Fascism,  and  the  support  of  bourgeois  mi- 
litarism and  reaction,  and  that  they  fight  also  against  the 
"neutral''  declaration  of  the  workers’  sport  organizations, 
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bw”“se  Lhjs  j*  becoming  ,,  cover  for  counter-revolutionary 
activity.  J he  tJeological  ftSlM  against  Fascism  and  bourgeois 
militarism  must  not  be  confined  to  the  red  sport  and  physical 
culture  organizations  and  their  members,  but  must  be  ex- 
tended to  the  broad  circles  of  the  proletariat  engaged  in  sport 
and  must  be  carried  out  in  full  agreement  with  the  Com- 
munist Party  and  the  Young  Communist  League  in  the  form 
of  enlightenment  work. 


(b)  The  lied  Sport  and  Physical  Culture  Organizations 
must  be  of  organizational  assistance  in  the  struggle  of  the 
communist  organizations.  The  organizational  support  of  the 
struggle  of  the  Communist  Parties  and  the  Young  Communist 
Leagues  against  Fascism  is  carried  on  within  the  general 
proletarian  defence  organizations,  thru  the  entrance  of  the 
members  into  the  general  formations.  In  no  case  should 
special  organizations  composed  of  members  of  the  physical 
culture  and  sport  organizations  be  formed.  Thanks  to  the 
physical  education  obtained  by  them  in  the  workers’  sport  and 
athletic  organizations,  the  red  athletes  and  sportsmen  will 
form  a hardened  kernel  of  the  proletarian  defence  organiza- 
tions. The  workers’  sport  and  athletic  organizations  as  such 
must  put  all  their  strenght  into  the  service  of  the  defence 
struggle. 


4)  The  Fourth  World  Congress  gives  the  Young  Com- 
munist Leagues  the  task  of  taking  up  the  work  in  the  workers' 
sport  and  athletic  associations  much  more  strongly.  These 
organizations  must  become  organizations  of  the  proletariat 
class  war  thru  the  work  of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues.  In 
order  to  attain  this  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  must  carry 
out  the  task  set  them  by  the  Third  World  Congress  and 
the  Fourth  Bureau  Session;  they  must  form  their  sport  depart- 
ments in  all  the  leading  bodies  of  the  Leagues,  they  must  build 
fractions  and  red  blocs  and  take  the  initiative  in  the  form- 
ation of  workers’  sport  organizations,  where  such  arc  not  al- 
ready in  existence.  Further,  the  Young  Communist  Leagues 
must  work  for  a centralized  leadership  of  the  sport  movement, 
for  the  unification  of  all  existing  organizations  for  sport, 
athletics,  etc.  in  one  united  organization  on  a national  scale, 


ami  they  must  also  work  for  the  further  development  of 
On  'O  organizations  into  a mass  organization.  The  workers’ 
spurt  ami  physical  culture  organizations  must  embrace  wide 
eiiiU's  ol  the  working  class  youth,  but  nevertheless  may  not 
be  regarded  hv  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  us  “bridge” 
organizations. 


On  the  question  of  the  so-called  culture  organizations,  it 
was  shown  that  in  the  ranks  of  those  who  sympathize  with  the 
communist  movement  and  even  in  the  communist  movement 
itself,  incorrect  and  dangerous  opinions  upon  the  necessity  of 
a special  red  culture  movement  and  organzations  exist. 
These  tendencies  which  propose  the  creation  of  the  so-called 
‘Third  Column"  of  the  working  class  movement  for  "the 
leadership  of  the  struggle  against  bourgeois  culture"  arc  the 
signs  of  a heritage  left  by  social  democratic  opinions  upon 
the  class-war  and  revolution,  and  must  be  sharply  fought. 

2)  The  chief  cover  of  this  uncommunist  ideology  is  to  be 
found  just  in  those  associations  the  formation  of  which  is 
attempted  under  the  title  of  "culture  organizations".  This  group- 
ing of  various  sell  educational  organizations,  social  organiza- 
tions and  theatre  and  singing  associations  under  the  general 
title  of  "culture",  and  still  more  the  actual  unification  cither 
for  them  sieves  or  lor  the  "Red  Culture  and  Sport  Movement” 
would  mean  to  create  a firmer  ground  for  this  ideology. 

3)  On  this  ground  and  also  because  most  of  these  or- 
ganizations have  absolutely  no  connection  with  the  proletarian 
class-war,  the  unification  of  the  so-called  culture  organiza- 
tions with  the  Red  Athletic  and  Sport  Organizations  must 


in  general  be  rejected. 

'The  unification  of  individual  organizations  which  busy 
themselves  with  physical  culture  or  have  definite  connection 
thru  this  with  the  workers’  sport  and  athletic  associations,  is 
not  thereby  put  out  of  the  question,  but  can  also  take  place 
titer  an  examination  ol  the  work  and  composition  oT  the 
organization.  The  affiliation  or  other  educational  organiza- 
tions. social  unions,  theatre  and  singing  associations  and 


hygienic  organizations  should  not  be  accepted.  The  Young  Com- 
munist Leagues  will  regulate  their  relations  with  these  or- 
ganizations from  case  to  ease  according  to  circumstances. 
The  question  of  the  utilization  of  these  organizations  during 
illegal  periods  by  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  is  not  af- 
fected by  this  decision. 

4)  An  important  means  in  the  struggle  against  the  petty 
bourgeois  influence  of  these  organizations  on  the  working 
class  youth  is  the  carrying-on  of  the  communist  mass  educa- 
tional work  of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues,  which  cannot 
set  itself  the  task  of  giving  a "substitute"  for  the  activity  of 
these  organizations.  The  Young  Communist  Leagues  must 
arouse  an  understanding  in  the  masses  of  the  working  class 
youth  that  in  the  present  period  of  struggle  the  basic  political 
education,  the  knowledge  of  Marxist  and  Leninist  theory  and 
of  natural  science,  is  more  important  than  the  satisfaction 
of  various  needs  which  other  organizations  make  their  aim. 

5)  In  countries  where  unity  thru  amalgamation  or  in 
the  form  of  sport  and  culture  blocs  is  already  carried  out, 
the  Young  Communist  Leagues  must  give  the  main  part  or 
their  activity  to  the  sport  and  athletic  associations  and  not 
support  the  "culture  organizations"  affiliated  to  them.  The 
Young  Communist  Leagues  must  support  the  workers’  Sport 
L Iocs  as  the  transformation  period  to  a united  workers’  sport 
and  athletic  organization  on  a national  scale. 

So  far  as  these  tendencies  fought  by  us,  seek  to  make 
themselves  felt  in  the  Red  Sport  International  it  will  be  the 
task  of  the  latter  to  oppose  them. 


III. 

!)  The  Young  Communist  International  and  its  sections 
work  inside  the"  Red  Sport  International  and  its  national 
Leagues  thru  the  fractions  of  the  League.  As  the  overwhelm- 
ing majority  of  the  members  of  the  Red  Sport  International 
are  young  workers,  so  the  Young  Communist  International 
is  pnrticulaly  interested  in  the  work  of  the  Red  Sport  Inter- 
national. To  co-ordinate  the  work  and  to  support  the  political 
activity  of  the  Red  Sport  International  the  Executive  Com- 
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miti.c  ot  t lu-  Young  Communis)  Internal ional  sends  a repre- 
sentative tit  the  t wculiu*  Committee  ot  the  Red  Sport  In- 
temational  who  works  with  it  regularly.  This  work  is  carried 
on  under  the  direct  leadership  ot  the  H.  C.  ot  the  Y.  C.  1. 
and  in  agreement  with  the  Comintern. 


Ji  The  Young  Communist  Leagues  have  to  support  the 
work  of  the  Red  W orkers’  Sport  and  Athletic  Leagues.  The 
Young  Communist  Leagues  work  in  the  national  sections  of 
the  R.  S.  1.  thru  their  fractions  to  give  it  the  character  of 
the  class-struggle  and  to  make  it  powerful  in  the  struggle 
against  fascism,  bourgeois  militarism  and  reaction.  The  Young 
Communist  Leagues  send  representatives  to  the  National  and 
Local  Committees  of  the  Red  Sport  and  Athletic  Associations 
to  co-ordinate  and  support  their  work. 


The  Young  Communist  Leagues  must  see  to  it  that  the 
enlightenment  work  carried  on  in  the  sport  and  athletic  asso- 
ciations has  a revolutionary  class  character  and  is  carried  on 
in  agreement  w nh  the  mass  educational  work  of  the  Leagues, 
and  that  the  educational  work  goes  as  far  as  is  necessary  to 
awaken  the  clas-consciousncss  of  the  members  of  the  Red 


Sport  and  Athletic  Association  and  bind  these  latter  up  with 
the  class-struggle.  Further,  the  Young  Communist  Leagues 
must  work  so  that  the  Red  Sport  and  Athletic  Organizations 
become  mass-organizations  and  embrace  broad  masses  of  the 
indifferent  youth.  All  tendencies  which  seek  to  limit  these 
sport  organizations  to  purely  communist  organizations  and 
the  circle  of  their  work  to  the  communist  proletariat  must  be 
fought. 


% 


The  Fifth  Congress  of  the  Comintern  on 
the  Young  Communist  International. 

I.  The  Results  of  the  Development  of  the  Y.  C.  I.  since 

the  Fourth  World  Congress. 

1.  In  agreement  with  the  decisions  of  the  fourth  World 
Congress,  the  Third  Congress  of  the  Y.  C I.  defined  con- 
cretely the  task  “To  the  Masses ",  which  was  accepted  in  a 
more  general  way  at  the  Second  World  Congress  of  the  Y. 

C.  I.  It  concretely  defined  the  Basic  Forms  of  Organization, 
the  Nature  of  the  Work  and  the  Methods  of  a Mass  Organize 
titm  of  the  Working  Class  Youth.  It  laid  down  that  the  most 
important  immediate  task  was  to  lay  the  basis  of  the  or- 
ganization in  the  factories  by  creating  factory  nuclei.  It 
emphasized  the  necessity  for  political  activity  by  the  greater 
participation  of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  in  the  strug- 
gles and  problems  cf  the  Communist  Party  and  the  working 
class  and  pointed  out  that  the  immediate  practical  duties  were 
the  fight  against  bourgeois  militarism,  the  danger  of  war, 
and  the  capitalist  offensive.  rmfl 

2.  The  development  of  the  young  communist  organiza- 
tions in  the  preceding  periods,  clearly  proves  the  correctness 
ami  the  necessity  of  this  decision.  The  organizations  have 
maintained  their  ground  and  have  created  the  possibility  for 
the  further  development  of  the  young  communist  leagues 

a mass  organization  of  the  young  workers.  The  Y.  C.  . 
made  decided  progress  in  the  development  of  the  young  com- 
munist leagues  into  Mass  Organizations  of  the  Working  C/oss 
Youth . This  has  been  demonstrated  in  the  steady  numerical 
growth  of  the  most  important  young  communist  leagues.  im» 
growth  is  all  the  more  noteworthy  since  it  was  accompanied  by  a 
decline  in  the  so-called  “socialist  youth  movement.  H *e  Jroung 
communist  leagues  continue  to  carry  out  energetically  e 
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d.\  unis  oi  their  Livum!  and  Third  World  Congresses,  pay- 
mg  i.gnul  to  tin  e\i  ting  objective  revolutionary  situation, 
i mil  hr  lii’M  ii  that  ihis  growth  is  not  casual  or  transitional, 
hut  a lusting  one  which  will  lead  to  the  development  of  the 
mini:;  communist  leagues  into  a broad  mass  movement  of  the 
wording  \nuth  and  thereby  to  the  complete  liquidation  of  the 
youth  leagues  sailing  under  the  "social''  and  "socialise  flngs. 

d.  The  most  important  results  were  obtained  in  the  fol- 
lowing spheres: 

n)  7 /!<■  relit:  cal  activity  of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues, 
whose  participation  in  the  struggles  and  problems  of  the  working 
i lass  and  the  communist  party,  became  noticeably  stronger.  The 
political  policy  pursued  by  the  Y.  C.  I.  was  a good  one  and  a 
correct  one.  The  Young  Communist  Leagues  in  most  cases  con- 
ducted them- elves  as  the  best  vanguard  and  champions  of  the 
policy  of  the  Comintern  especially  in  the  fight  against  the 
opportunist  tendencies  which  have  evinced  themselves  in  various 
countries. 

b)  In  the  reorg.jm.Mtio/i  on  the  hosts  of  shop  nuclei,  the  young 
‘ommunist  leagues  nut  only  achieved  an  ideological  change  in 
their  membership,  but  al-o  created  the  necessary  conditions  in 
which  the  complete  reorganization  of  the  movement  on  the  new 
basis  may  be  proceeded  with  in  some  of  the  most  important 
leagues.  The  Young  communist  leagues  and  the  Y.  C.  I.,  were 
the  pioneers  in  this  activity  and  gave  great  help  and  valuable 
experience  in  the  tackling  of  ihis  work  by  the  Communist  Party 
and  the  Communist  International. 

c)  The  Communist  International  greets  with  enthusiasm  the 
self-sacrificing  initiative  and  activity  of  the  Y.  C.  I.  In  she  fight 
against  the  war  ami  imperialism  and  in  the  work  within  the 
bourgeois  armies.  Its  activity  among  the  French  troops  in 
occupied  Germany  (especially  in  the  Ruhr)  was  the  first  practical 
:.ud  concretely  carried  out  international  work  in  this  spere.  The 
active  work  of  the  French  Y.  CL  L.  in  the  French  army  is  also 
an  important  step  forward. 

The  Y.  C.  I.  has  proved  that  such  work  is  possible  and 
effective  under  the  most  difficult  circumstances. 

d)  The  Y.  C.  1.  has  also  made  considerable  progress  in  its 


development  into  « (irmly  cinlralised  and  mtenalimmlly.lcJ 
world  organization.  In  addition  to  the  numerical  growth  of  ihc 
more  important  young  communist  leagues,  the  Comintern  notes 
above  all  the  steady  grotvth  of  1(5  influence  among  the  broad 
masses  of  the  working  youth  and  the  steady  internal  Consolida- 
tion of  the  ymmg  Communist  leagues  of  the  various  countries 
into  a solid  world  youth  league. 

Ihc  1.  ( >.  I,,  in  this  work  u:d  not  receive  adequate  support 
from  the  communist  parties.  Whereas  certain  parties  (e.  g. 
ihc  Russian,  French  and  German),  energetically  supported  the 
work  of  the  young  communists,  in  the  case  of  other  parties  the 
young  communist  leagues  had  firs:  to  overcome  the  strong  opposi- 
tion of  the  party  leadership  before  they  could  fulfil  their  duties 
in  Poland  on  the  subject  of  anti-militarism,  since  the  party  did 
not  assist  the  anti-militarist  work  of  the  young  communists;  in 
Sweden,  where  the  Y.  C.  L.  and  the  Y.  C.  1.  were  strongly  opposed 
by  the  majority  of  the  party  leadership  because  they  were  in 
favour  of  the  policy  of  the  Communist  International;  in  Czecho- 
slovakia, where  the  party  for  a long  time  prevented  the  com- 
mencement of  '.he  shop  nuclei  work  of  the  Young  Communist 
League;  in  the  Balkans  and  in  other  cases).  Moreover,  the 
decisions  of  the  Third  Congress  01  the  Comintern,  regarding  the 
organizational  independence  of  the  Young  Cmomunist  Leagues,  " 
have  not  everywhere  been  completely  carried  into  effect. 

■It  In  certain  spheres  the  young  communist  leagues  could  only 
partially  develop  their  activities.  Thus  the  fight  of  the  young 
communis!  leagues  against  the  capitalist  offensive  and  against 
the  material  impoverishment  of  the  working  class  youth,  and 
also  the  activities  of  the  young  communist  leagues  in  the  trade 
unions,  with  the  exception  of  a few  countries,  were  still  very 
weak.  Moreover,  the  educational  work  did  not  respond  to  the 
demands  created  by  the  influx  of  numerous  new  members  and  by 
the  great  Fighting  tasks.  Mere  too  the  lack  of  support  on  the  part 
of  the  communist  parties  was  a factor.  Ihc  work  for 
winning  over  the  rural  youth , which  demands  special  methods, 
was  also  inandequatc.  the  fight  against  newly  created  fascist 
youth  movements , as  well  as  the  Christian  youth  leagues,  could 
not  be  carried  on  adequately  during  the  preceding  period. 
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II.  'Hu*  Future  Tasks  of  (he  Y.  C.  1, 

i On  con*  idvting  the  development  of  the  Y.  C.  1 jn 
1 weeding  pound,  the  Fifth  Congress  notes  that  the  decisions  (5 
tie  Second  and  Third  W orld  Congresses  of  the  Y.  C,  I.  and  ft* 

! i unit  Congress  of  the  Comintern  were  correct  and  were  iusli>  * 
'u‘d  by  practice.  I he  \ . C.  1.  and  its  sections  must  continue  their 
wo.k  m the  direction  of  the  decisions  of  the  Third  and  Fourth 
Congres-'cs  of  the  Y.  C.  I.  and  the  Third  Congress  of  the  C.  1. 
and  must  immci/hdift'/v  take  the  next  steps  towards  transforming 
the  communist  youth  organisations  and  the  whole  youth  inter * 
•itihima/  a true  l.enist  organization  and  a bulwark  of 
I'oisln  vis  m.  The  fight  lor  the  bolshevisation  of  thcYoung  Com- 
tnunist  Leagues  mint  be  made  the  central  task  of  the  Y.  C.  I. and 
the  starting  point  for  its  whole  work  among  the  leagues.  The 
bolshevisation  of  the  young  communist  leagues  must  find  its 
expression  in  the  transformation  oF  the  young  communist  leagues 
:r.ti>  mass  organizations  of  the  working  youth.  The  idea  that 
the  young  communist  leagues  arc  the  only  organizations  of  the 
working  youth  and  the  lenders  and  representatives  of  the  in- 
terests ol  the  broad  masses  of  the  working  class  youth,  must  be 
made  to  take  root  in  the  consciousness  of  the  young  workers. 
Another  important  duty  of  the  young  communist  leagues  is  to 
make  the  youth  organized  in  their  ranks  true  young  Leninists.  We 
must  take  care  that  every  member  thoroughly  understands  the 
fundamental  teachings  and  tactics  of  Lenin  and  is  capable  of  * 
applying  the  methods  uf  Leninism.  Leninist  training  must  find 
expression  in  the  active  participation  of  the  young  communist 
leagues  in  the  struggles  of  the  communist  parties  and  the  working 
class,  and  in  co-  ordination  with  practical  mass  work  and  theorct* 

*•!  education.  The  Y.  C.  1.  must  impress  upon  its  leagues  the  > 
piinciples  of  centralization,  international  discipline,  unity,  and 
close  contact  with  the  masses,  and  in  ihc  consciousness  that  the 
working  class  is  the  leader  for  all  the  oppressed,  it  must  enroll 
the  broad  masses  of  the  poor  peasants  and  the  oppressed  youth 
cf  the  colonial  countries  into  the  fighting  front  of  die  interna* 
tional  working  class.  H 

6)  The  young  communist  leagues  must  devote  especial  atten*  1’ 
bon  to  the  following  questions*  Close  participation  in  the  life  of 


10) 

the  rmi untwist  parties  and  in  the  struggles  of  the  working  class 
\ political  activity),  the  reorganization  on  the  basis  of  the  shop 
nuclei,  active  wort:  in  the  bourgeois  unities  and  the  fight  against 
the  menace  of  war.  practical  preparation  for  the  tasks  of  civil 
War,  economic-trade  union  work,  work  among  the  rural  youth  and 
educational  work, 

a)  Political  activity,  Where  polit'cal  activity  has  noi  reached 
a sufficient  pitch,  it  must  be  intensified.  Political  activity 
means  that  the  young  communist  leagues  must  take  active  part 
in  all  the  struggles  of  the  working  class  in  close  contact  with 
and  under  the  leadership  of  the  communist  party  and  must 
mobilise  the  working  class  youth  so  that  they  also  take  part  In 
Mk  slogans  and  the  discussions  of  all  question^  of  the  communist 
parties  and  the  Comintern  and  be  active  in  party  life.  This  is 
not  a special  task  parallel  to  the  other  tad:s  of  he  young  com- 
munist leagues.  The  point  is  that  it  must  permeate  and  invigorate 
all  the  activities  of  the  leagues  and  influence  them  in  the  spirit 
of  Leninism.  It  creates  the  principles  and  methods  for  nil  the  tasks 

of  the  Communist  International. 

The  communist  parties  must  do  everything  in  their  power  to 
increase  the  political  activity  of  the  young  communist  leagues, 
which  will  help  to  straighten  the  fighting  front  of  the  working 
class  and  to  train  new  politically  capable  fighters  for  their  own 

rank*. 

b)  In  the  creation  of  shop  nuclei  the  young  communist  leagues 
must  energetically  continue  the  work  already  begun.  They. must 
now  proceed  to  effect  the  complete  reorganization  on  a new 
basis.  Complete  reorganzaiion  on  the  basis  of  the  shop  nuclei 
before  the  next  world  congress  must  be  the  slogan  which  every 
^oung  communis:  must  zealously  strive  to  achieve. 

c)  Work  in  the  army  and  against  new  war  must  be  enegctically 
continued  by  the  young  communist  leagues  in  the  future.  This 
.«  one  of  the  most  urgent  demands  arising  out  ol  the  international 
situation  and  the  prospects  of  revolution.  I he  beginnings  of  the 
t,  cushion  From  mere  propaganda  to  concrete  work,  as  is  the  case 
in  the  German  occupied  areas  and  in  France,  must  quickly  be 
extended  internationally.  The  young  communist  leagues  must 
devote  special  attention  and  energy  to  carrying  out  Lcmns  slogan 
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tlK‘  crctttion  pI  nuclei  in  the  bourgeois  Armies.  The  younc 
voiuim.iu^t  league-,  must  exert  till  their  energies  to  mobilise  the 
broad  masses  of  the  working  da>s  youth  Against  a new  imperialist 
^ur.  The  hypocritical  misleading  slogan  of  the  social  democrats, 
uivoeaiing  the  general  strike  a-  the  method  of  preventing  the 
outbreak  of  war,  must  be  opposed  by  sober  propaganda  describing 
how  wars  break  out  and  by  pointing  to  the  necessity  of  trans- 
■ forming  an  imperialist  war,  once  broken  out.  into  civil  war  within 
the  capitalist  states;  to  thi*  end  revolutionary  work  in  the 
bourgeois  armies  must  be  carried  on. 

lit  1 he  period  of  the  ifirtvt  struggle  for  power,  which  sooner 
or  later  i>  bound  to  come  in  certain  countries,  should  induce  the 
Y,  C.  1.  to  examine  what  its  tasks  will  be  in  such  a period.  It  must 
therefore  seriously  examine  the  experiences  gained  in  liulgaria  in 
September  and  in  Germany  in  October,  and  carry  on  preparatory 
work,  agreed  upon  with  the  leadership  of  the  communist  party,  in 
the  young  communist  leagues.  Particularly  necessary  is  the 
military  training  and  education  of  the  members  of  the  young  com- 
munist leagues  under  the  direction  of  the  communist  party. 

c)  In  the  forthcoming  period  the  economic*  ami  trade  union 
light  must  be  carried  on  with  greater  energy.  The  young  com- 
munist leagues  n the  defence  and  representation  of  the  material 
. ti J cultural  interots  of  the  working  class  youth  must  pass  front 
mere  propaganda  t,>  the  actual  tight.  To  do  this  they  must  con* 
'iderabty  strengthen  their  work  in  the  reformist  trade  unions  and 
endeavour  to  revolutionize  them.  They  must  develop  their  frac* 
t ons  within  the  trade  unions  and  energetically  combat  every 
separation  into  young  and  old,  especially  in  the  form  of  youth 
sections.  This  they  must  do  in  order  to  give  practical  proof  to  the 
trade  unions  and  the  adult  workers,  that  the  young  communist 
leagues,  which  arc  developing  into  the  only  mass  oganizations 
of  the  working  class  youth,  have  to  fulfil  and  arc  fulfilling  the 
role  of  defender  of  the  interests  of  the  working  youth  within  the 
general  struggle  oi  the  proletariat.  This  should  also  be  the  case 
with  regard  to  the  red  trade  u n ions,  with  which  the  young  com- 
munist leagues,  conscious  of  the  fact  that  these  also  arc  carrying 
on  the  practical  fight  for  the  interests  of  the  working  youth,  must 
maintain  the  closest  contact.  The  communist  tn  the  trade  unions 
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must  take  care  that  the  young  communhi  leagues  art  recognized 
I y the  trade  unions  and  the  adult  workers,  as  the  organizations 
whose  duty  it  is  to  defend  and  represent  the  interests  of  the 
v wi  king  youth  as  part  of  the  general  interests  of  the  working 
class.  The  comn  unist  fractions  should  abo  take  care  that 
numbers  of  the  young  communist  leagues  arc  included  in  the  list 
o!  candidates  in  the  election  to  the  various  trade  union  committees 
and  bodies.  ( 

f)  The  work  of  winning  over  the  working  dais  in  the  country - 
side  is  very  important.  It  is  of  the  greatest  significance  for  the 
victory  of  the  proletariat  of  most  countries.  In  many  countries 
tliis  work  has  still  to  be  practically  begun. 

gi  The  mote  the  young  communist  leagues  rally  the  masses 
<d  the  working  class  youth  around  themselves,  the  more  must 
they  carry  on  among  them  a systematic  communist,  Leninist 
.'Mining,  in  close  conjunction  with  the  struggles  of  the  communist 
party  and  the  working  class.  Without  this  they  run  the  danger  of 
becoming  shallow  and  losing  their  communist  character  in  their 
struggles  and  activities,  the  training  which  is  to  be  given  in  the 
immediate  future  must  be  above  all  a political  training.  It  must 
make  the  young  communists  capable  of  taking  over  and  the  con- 
tinuing the  inheritance  of  Lenin  :n  word  and  deed.  It  will  depend 
upon  the  extent  ot  the  support  given  by  the  Comintern  and  the 
communist  parties  as  to  how  far  the  Y.  C.  L and  the  Voung  Com- 
munist Leagues  will  be  capable  of  fulfilling  the  duty  of  Lemntst 
training.  To  make  this  suppoit  possible,  is  one  of  the  most 
urgent  tasks  of  the  International.  Kegular  attention  must  also  be 

paid  to  anti-religious  education.  . 

7.  Apart  from  these  duties,  upon  which  the  young  communist 

leagues  must  concentrate  their  attention  in  the  near  future,  other 

duties  in  other  spheres  must  not  be  neglectc  . 

The  fight  against  the  fascist  organizations,  the  social  de- 
mocratic youth  and  the  religious  leagues,  must  be  continued  ' 
all  energy  in  the  future.  The  object  of  this  fight  must  be  to 

liquidate  and  to  destroy  these  organisations. 

The  work  or  preparation  by  the  Young  Communist  Leagues 
against  attempts  at  suppression  and  for  the  time  of  illegally, 
must  not  be  neglected.  ' S 
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WVik  m Ihe  Colonics  and  semi-colonics  of  imperialist  sides 
u.iiM  he  eiuigeiicnlly  curried  on  wish  the  object  of  arousing  the 
h'lltm-  muiu*  vomit  and  bringing  them  into  the  V.  C.  I.  At  the 
.line  time,  in  accordance  with  the  theses  of  the  Communist  In 
u-niatioiml,  it  is  the  duly  of  the  V.  C.  I.  to  rally  the  youth  in  the 
colonic  . semi  coh  ninl  countries,  and  in  the  Orient  who  arc  fight- 
iiij;  for  their  national  emancipation,  and  to  get  them  to  take 
pan  in  the  I glu  tor  emancipation  of  the  working  class. 

A steads  and  intensive  fight  against  the  bourgeois  sport  or- 
ganizations and  for  the  creation  of  workers’  sports  leagues,  is 
f'so  necessary.  Where  workers’  gymnastic  and  sport  leagues 
still  Jo  not  exist,  the  young  communists  must  work  to  create 

. must  carry  on  an  active  propaganda  in  the  existing 
workers  spurt  organizations  in  favour  of  the  lied  Sport  Interna- 
tional. 


H or/;  iwtong  children  also  deserves  great  attention,  Tor  the 
importance  of  such  work  is  still  often  under-estimated  by  the 
unmg  communist  leagues.  It  must  be  carried  on,  on  the  princip- 
les o'  communist  training  with  the  object  of  getting  the  pro- 
letarian children  to  hike  part  in  the  fight  of  their  class.  The 
Communist  Children's  Groups  must  he  under  the  control  of  the 
young  communist  leagues. 


Si  All  these  duties  of  the  V.  C.  !.  and  its  sections  can  be 

caried  on  successfully  only  il  the  communist  parties  lend  the 

necessary  co-operation.  The  Mipport  of  the  V.  C.  /.  and  its 

sections  is  one  of  die  most  important  tasks  of  the  Communist 

U "Cniaiional  and  the  communist  parties  in  the  immediate  future. 

Ihe  fulfilment  of  these  tasks  wit]  help  to  jnVi  over  wide  masses 

* f fill  a oil,  (fig  class  youth  tor  communism  and  to  hr  inn  new 

< a Jr  i s of  conscious  ami  strong  Leninists  into  the  communist 
fxirty. 


In  particular  these  tasks  are  to  get  the  young  communist 
leagues  and  their  members  to  participate  in  the  political  activity 
of  the  communist  parties  and  in  ihe  struggles  of  the  working 
class,  and  to  help  them  to  take  their  part  in  solving  the  problems 
of  the  communist  patty  and  the  Communist  International.  Wher- 
ever there  arc  factory  nuclei,  local  groups  and  district  organ iza- 
'ions  of  the  party,  and  none  of  the  young  communists,  the  party 
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,nust  ct cate  young  communist  organizations,  and  the  young  com- 
munists, for  their  part,  must  help  in  creating  party  organization! 
where  such  do  not  exist.  The  nuclei  of  the  communist  parties  in 
ihe  factories  and  their  fractions  in  the  trade  unions  must 
energetically  support  the  young  communist.;  in  their  economic 
struggles  and  in  the  fulfilment  of  their  other  duties.  It  is 
particularly  important  and  essential  that  the  young  communist 
/i  ligrics  and  the  Y.  C.  I.  should  be  supported  in  their  work  in  the 
armies  and  against  a new  war . The  carrying  out  of  those 
activities,  which  constitute  some  of  the  most  important  condi* 
-ions  for  the  proletarian  revolution,  can  only  be  secured  under  the 
leadership  and  with  the  participation  o:  the  communist  parties. 
Tlie  urgent  duty  of  the  Leninist  training  of  tiie  young  communists 
also  dependent  upon  the  constant  and  energetic  support  of  the 
communist  parties. 

9)  The  young  communist  leagues  on  their  part  must  do  every- 
thing to  increase  and  strengthen  the  contacts  oi  the  communist 
parties  day  by  day.  They  must  not  only  support  the  communist 
parties  with  all  their  strength  in  their  daily  activities  but  must 
also  carry  out  regular  and  systematic  training  within  their  own 
ranks  on  behair  of  the  communist  parlies  and  take  care  that 
when  their  members  reach  the  right  age  they  become  members 

cf  ihe  communist  parties.  v r t 

In  this  way  will  the  young  communist  leagues  and  thc  1 ^ L 
fulfil  their  duties  towards  the  communist  parties  and  the  Com- 
intern. and  be  in  a position  to  justify  the  expectation  of  the  Corn- 
intan  that  they  will  be  in  the  future,  as  they  have  been  in  the 
past,  the  best  front  line  fighters  and  defenders  of  the  policy 
and  the  decisions  of  the  Communist  International. 
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Ihe  I asks  ol  the  Young  Communist 
Leauge  of  Great  Britain. 

I tu-  vviMiton  of  a labor  government  is  the  product  of 
lapsiufot  decay,  iu  which  the  old  forms  of  capitalist  govern- 
ii’itit.  become  incapable  of  solving  the  national  and  international, 
M>cial.  political  and  economic  problems  caused  by  capitalism.  In 
‘ '| :s  f01  l4>d  the  capitalist  doss  uses  manifold  means  of  defense, 
om  use  of  the  Labor  Party  (socialist  m’nistcrialismj  with  its  so- 
wial  pacifism,  to  fascism  and  all  its  forms,  according  to  the  sharp* 
ne.s  nl  the  class-contradictions  and  the  mutual  relations  of  the 
Gasses.  I he  labor  government  and  the  fascist  government 
"C  two  extremes  m the  methods  used  by  tlte  bourgeoisie  to 
^ont.nue  their  Jictato:  hip,"  i Resolution  of  the  C.  1.  on  the 
English  Labor  Government.) 

Ju-t  as  the  Gorman  social- democracy  developed  into  the 
Left  wing  of  fascism,  so  the  Labor  l a tv  in  England  has 
become  the  third  bourgeois  party*  the  Left  wing  of  the  liberal 
l ourgeoisie.  The  l abor  Gove  nincnt  is  the  government  of  the 
bourgeois. c and  not  the  workers*  government  for  which  the 
workers  have  struggled  The  history  of  nil  ‘socialist*’  govern- 
ments is  the  histoiy  cl  the  betrayal  of  the  working  class. 
The  Labor  Party  and  its  government  is  no  exception.  During 
the  short  period  of  its  existence  the  Labor  Government  has 
demonstrated  to  the  English  workers  that  this  so-called  Labor 
jowi  nment  carries  ;.;i  a policy  ot  friendly  tolerance  towards 
the  working  das . only  so  long  as  this  latter,  does  not  disturb 
the  law  and  order  uf  the  bourgeoisie.  Immediately  however 
the  workers  even  enter  upon  a strike,  no  matter  how  justifi* 
;..'te  then  demands,  the  so-called  labor  Government  immediat- 
ely uses  all  the  menm  which  the  bourgeoisie  used,  in  order 
to  defeat  the  strike  :md  to  suppress  all  attempts  to  overthrow 
the  existing  system  of  society  by  revolutionary  means.  U is 
the  task  of  the  V.  G.  1.  of  Great  Britain  to  expose  the  Labor 
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Government  to  the  young  workers,  and  to  make  it  clear  to 
them  that  in  reality  it  is  no  labor  government,  but  a bour- 
geuis  imperialist  government,  a government  of  His  Majesty 
the  King,  which  bears  the  title  "Labor  Government**. 

Ibis  task  appears  to  be  somewhat  difficult,  for  even  today 
large  sections  of  the  working  class  are  held  by  the  illusion 
that  this  Labor  Government  will  actually  be  able  to  help 
them.  A few  unimportant  reforms  have  been  carried  thru; 
n few  crumbs  have  been  flung  to  the  workers  together 
with  promises  of  more,  but  apart  from  these  small  improve- 
ment-. which  absolutely  fail  to  better  the  serious  situation 
»-f  the  working  class  a»  a whole,  the  Labor  Government  has 
not  even  carried  cut  the  premises  vhich  it  made  to  the  work- 
ins  during  the  election.  The  young  workers  in  particular 
must  suffer  from  the  treachery  of  the  reformist  leaders  of 
the  working  class,  who  have  not  merely  forgotten  their  elec- 
tion promises,  but  haw  actually  beer  me  as  good  supports  of 
the  capitalist  system  as  the  previous  Tory  governments. 
Whilst  millions  of  pounds  arc  spent  for  warships,  air-flotillas 
and  military  armaments  which  arc  to  serve  in  suppressing 
the  working  masses  tn  the  colonics  and  in  the  motherland,  the 
over  growing  masses  of  young  ununployed  workers  lead  a 
miserable  existence  in  the  motherland  or  are  laden  like  cattle 
on  ships  and  sent  to  the  colonies  or  the  dominions  where  a 
still  worse  fate  awaits  them.  The  Labor  Government  has  done 
nothing  to  prevent  the  employment  of  thousands  of  young 
workers  under  16  year.-,  in  underground  work  in  the  mines; 
it  makes  no  efforts  to  improve  the  miserable  situation  of  the 
young  workers;  it  continues  to  permit  the  use  of  young  work- 
ers for  night  work;  it  mnkes  no  arrangements  to  feed  the 
half-starving  masses  of  the  working  class  children  and  does 
nothing  to  give  the  broad  masses  of  the  young  workers  a 

vocational  training.  aFv  ^ ,»aj| 

It  is  the  tusk  of  the  League,  having  regard  to  these  facts, 
to  carry  on  an  energetic  enlightenment  campaign  amongst 
the  broad  nurses  ci  the  working  youth,  in  order  to  win  them 
for  the  organization  which  alone  struggles  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  situation  of  the  working  youth  — the  Communist 
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1 1-HRIIC  and  to  carry  on  a bitter  struggle  together  with  the 
r.im.  against  capitalism  ami  its  lackeys  the  “ working  class 
leaders'  and  the  trade  union  bureaucracy. 

Ihc  task  of  developing  the  Young  Communist  League  of 
Great  Unwin  into  a mass  organization  of  the  working  youth 
stands  today  before  the  Y.  C.  1.  The  League  must  concentrate 
all  its  activity  upon  the  fulfilment  of  this  central  task  — the 
creation  of  a mass  organization  of  young  workers. 


The  Next  Tasks. 

1.  The  League  must  carry  on  a systematic  and  clearly- 
aimed  enlightenment  campaign  on  the  question  of  interna- 
tional pilitics,  now,  above  all.  upon  the  Experts'  Report.  The 
I cHguc  must  strive  for  a close  co-operative  work  with  the 
l Tench  and  German  brother-l  eagues.  It  must  carry  on  a 
sharp  struggle  against  the  imperialist  policy  of  the  Labor 
Government  and  against  the  danger  of  new  wars.  This  strug- 
gle must  not  be  confined  to  the  holding  of  meetings  and  the 
publication  of  articles  in  the  press,  but  the  propaganda  must 
be  carried  into  the  army  and  the  navy.  1 or  this  purpose  the 
League  must  work  lor  the  establishment  of  nuclei  in  the 
army  and  the  navy,  and  the  struggle  for  the  political  and  eco- 
nomic demands  of  the  soldiers  and  sailors,  such  as,  full  pol- 
itical rights,  freedom  of  organization,  of  meetings,  and  of 
speech,  the  abolition  of  corporal  punishment  in  the  navy,  etc. 
etc.,  must  be  carried  on  thru  these  nuclei  in  connection  with 
the  general  political  activity.  The  League  must  strive  for  a 
connection  between  the  sailors  of  the  battle-fleets  and  the 
trade-union  organized  sailors  of  the  Mercantile  Marine,  for 
a connection  between  the  Oriental  seamens'  organizations  and 
the  sailors  of  he  battle-fleets  etc. 

2.  It  is  the  task  ot  the  League  to  build  up  the  organiza- 
tion in  such  a way  that  it  is  possible  to  reach  the  broad  mas- 
ses of  the  working  class  youth  and  to  mobilize  them  for  the 
•struggle  against  the  traitorous  leaders  of  the  working  class. 
Por  this  purpose  the  already  existing  district  committees  must 
be  made  into  really  capable  werking  bodies,  that  is  to  say 
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i hev  must  be  so  organized  that  they  arc  in  a position  to  carry 
mil  the  instructions  of  the  N.  E.  C.  in  their  district. 

The  creation  of  departments  in  all  grades  ot  the  organiza- 
timi  from  the  N.  E.  C.  down  to  the  nucleus  is  a condition  for 

. 1 _ i I Uir.rb  in  fill  itt  hrfinrhf*c  Thf* 


t-Mil  from  Ihc  N,  U.  u.  uuwn  IU  Uit  iiuwicu:*  n luiiujuuu  ivi 
the  correct  lefltlership  of  the  work  in  Ell  its  branches*  The 
real  ion  of  capable  departments  (above  all  for  the  economic 
trade  union  work)  is  urgently  necessary,  particularly  in  the 
v*  j:  c.  and  in  the  most  important  industrial  districts. 

t The  1 cague  must  make  a special  effort  to  increase  the 
number  of 'its  membership.  Thru  the  organization  of  a 
systematic  recruiting  campaign  which  should  spread  itself 
ever  several  months,  the  League  must  set  itself  the  aim  of 
, naming  a membership  of  5,000  inside  a year.  The ^ League  M 

and  build  up  its  new  units  from  ihc  b»gm"’"8 ■ 

«f  the  slop  nuclei.  «.  ££&  mus,  be  mtdc 

must  be  taken  up  cnerge  . >•  . *We  |nsK|c  a definite 

where  ,hc  circumstances  are  most  <|  £ and  the  | 

perod.  lei  us  say  si*  months  the  mas  .r  o( 

majority  of  the  groups  should  be  built  up  upon 

the  shop  nuclei.  activity  which  it  has 

i Thr*  t uaguc  must  continue  ine  3^-t*  j . . 

commenced  upon  the  fie  d narticular  industries)  and 

(the  organization  of  campaigns  is  most 

favorable,  that  is  to  say.  where  * 4mni«« 

nuclei  arc  already  in  existence.  vouth  The  work  of 

.0  organize  £?££«  has  shown 

the  League  “'^^  " “w  o s uESle  for  tbe  leadership  of  iho 
that  it  understands  ho*  to  strugg*  intercsts.  it  js  now 

young  proletariat  in  the  ^ | h dc  unj0I*  them- 
also  necessary  t< t take  UP  |be  wo^mt  ^ 
selves  and  in  the  n - . .hc  unions  must  be 

The  campaign  for . W£a"n  niUSt  hC  -Every  member  of  the 
carried  further.  The  slogan ^ ^ ^ \n  active  worker 

Y.  C.  L.  a member  ol  h.s  tra  furtheti  an  energetic 

in  ,he  minority  movejiei  - ; the  broad  masses  of 
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!,u‘  » «**k«ne  dnss  youth  lor  their  entry  into  the  ir-.de 
Vu'm  the  begin mnj;  these  voting  workers  must  he  lined  up  with 
• K‘  "rroMtioii  t minority  movement).  The  creation  oMrac- 
,ions  o tie  G.  1..  must  be  taken  up  immediately  in  all 
.Ik-  nade  unions,  similarly,  connections  between  the  You™ 
Communist  Leagues  and  the  li.  I.  L.  U.,  and  the  minority 
movement  must  be  established,  and  efforts  must  be  made  to 
place  a representative  of  the  Y.  C.  L.  on  all  bodies  of  the 
K.  1.  L.  U.  and  the  minority  movement.  The  Y.  C.  L.  fractions 
in  the  trade  unions,  and  the  representative  of  the  League  in 
the  sections  of  the  minority  movement  must  carry  on  an 
energetic  and  persistent  struggle  for  full  rights  for  the  young 
workers,  for  lower  subscriptions  from  them  etc.  The  Young 
Communist  League  must  above  all  struggle  to  insure  that 
the  minority  movement  makes  the  demands  of  the  League  its 
own  and  takes  up  the  smuggle  for  them.  The  Young  Com- 
munist League  must  be  represented  at  all  conferences  of  the 
minority  movement  and  must  work  thru  its  representatives 
for  the  inclusion  of  the  demands  of  the  young  workers  in 
the  programmes  of  the  minority  movement. 

The  League  must  persistently  put  Forward  its  revolution- 
ary demands  as  opposed  to  the  unclear  and  reformist  demands 
of  the  Labor  Party,  with  regard  to  the  youth,  even  when,  as  to- 
day. the  masses  st'll  regard  the  demands  of  the  Labor  Party, 
for  instance  in  the  question  of  the  school  finishing  age,  as 
good  ones.  As  to  the  question  of  the  unemployed,  the  League 
must  above  all  propagate  the  demand  for  the  reinstatement 
of  the  youth  in  the  shops,  and  for  their  vocational  training  in 
special  apprentice  departments  in  the  shops  themselves  on 
the  basis  of  paid  work,  and  it  must  take  up  the  struggle  for 
this  demand.  It  is  here  necessary  to  propagate  our  demands 
with  especial  clarity  as  opposed  to  those  of  the  Labor  Party. 

The  struggle  against  the  Labor  Government  must  be  car- 
ried on  in  connection  with  the  struggle  for  the  following 
demands:  — 

I.  The  prohibition  of  all  night  work  for  young  workers 
under  the  age  of  IS  years. 


2.  A legal  fixing  oi  a minimum  wage  for  all  young 
workers  upon  the  basis  of  the  minimum  of  existence. 

d.  Six  hour  day  — four  weeks  paid  holiday  annually. 

*).  He  ustatement  of  all  unemployed  workers  into  indus- 
try, 

5.  Vocational  training  for  all  young  workers  up  to  the 
age  of  18  years;  apprentice  departments  in  the  shops, 
training  upon  the  basis  of  paid  work  with  wages  fixed 
by  the  trade  unions. 

(i.  Complete  political  rights  for  soldiers  and  sailors  and 
a material  improvement  of  their  situation. 

7.  Free  meals  in  the  schools  for  all  working  class  children. 

5.  In  order  to  be  able  to  approach  the  masses  of  the  young 
workers  in  the  above  sense,  the  political  understanding  of  the 
membership  must  be  increased  and  advanced  thru  a systematic 
educational  work  in  the  spirit  of  Leninism.  This  work  must 
he  carried  on  in  the  closest  contact  with  the  Party  in  order 
to  bring  about  a bolshevization  of  the  Party  and  the  League. 
It  is  the  task  of  the  League  to  create  a Leninist  reserve  for 
the  communist  movement  by  the  education  and  training  of 
the  future  Party  members. 

The  League  must  regularly  issue  special  circulars  to  the 
membership  for  the  increase  ot  the  political  activity  of  the 
League  in  connection  with  the  struggle  against  the  Labor 
Government  and  for  the  above  demands.  It  should  also  begin 
to  issue  simply  written  and  easily  understood  pamphlets. 

A co-operative  work  must  be  established  with  the  Party. 
The  League  must  take  part  in  all  the  questions  oF  the  arty 
and  must  writ  actively  inside  the  Party  for  its  bolshev.zat,on, 
lor  instance  in  the  building  up  of  shop  nuclei. 

0.  The  above  work  cannot  be  carried  on  without  a strong 
and  good  press.  The  League  must  therefore  transform  the 
"Young  Worker"  into  a real  mass-organ  which  is  able  to  lean 
the  young  workers  in  their  daily  struggle.  The  League  must 
work  to  make  the  “Young  Worker”  into  a fortnightly  and 

finally  into  a weekly  organ.  W W 


V I he  U ltRUe  must  take  practical  steps  together  with 
i!u-  I'm  tv  for  the  work  in  the  colonies.  Apart  from 
the  Luuulion  of  n department  for  this  work  in  the 
N.  I »*.  t upon  which  a Party  representative  must  sit)  n 
special  committee  must  be  created  into  which  the  comrades 
Irani  the  colonics  must  be  drawn.  It  is  the  task  of  this  com- 
mittec  to  establish  the  connect  itm  between  the  Young  Com- 
mum' t league  ami  the  colonies  thru  the  utilization  of  students 
and  seamen  etc.  staying  in  England.  A connection  between 
industrial  districts  in  England  with  similar  industrial  districts 
in  India.  Egypt  etc.,  must  be  worked  for.  Material  must  be 
exchanged,  new  papers,  pamphlets,  leaflets  etc.  General  ac- 
tions must  be  carried  out  on  the  occasion  of  strikes,  persecu- 
tions etc.  Help  committees  must  be  created  and  such  existing 
committees  {welfare  committees  etc.)  utilized  for  the  legal 
work  in  the  colonies.  A struggle  must  be  carried  on  for  the 
creation  and  legalization  of  trade  unions,  and  For  the  creation 
and  the  support  of  revolutionary  youth  organizations  in  the 
colonics  etc. 


<S.-  In  the  recent  period  efforts  were  made  upon  the  part 
of  the  1.  L.  F.  and  the  L.  P.  to  create  or  to  revive  their 
own  reformist  youth  movement.  It  is  the  task  of  the  Young 
Communist  League  to  carry  un  propaganda  amongst  the  broad 
masses  of  the  young  working  class  in  order  to  make  clear 
to  them  the  real  aims  of  this  movement  and  to  show  it  as 
an  attempt  to  split  the  front  of  the  fighting  working  youth 
and  as  an  attempt  to  create  a new  reserve  for  reformism  and 
social -treachery.  The  Young  Communist  League  is  the  only 
organization  of  the  working  youth  which  is  actually  willing 
and  in  a position  to  lead  the  struggle  for  the  betterment  of 
the  situation  of  the  working  youth.  The  struggle  against  the 
attempts  to  split  the  youth  movement  must  be  carried  on 
under  this  slogan,  it  is  necessary  to  show  the  young  workers 
that  the  gentlemen  of  the  Labor  Party  have  suddenly  betrayed 
an  interest  in  the  youth  because  they  see  that  the  Young 
Communist  League  is  <.n  the  way  to  winning  the  masses  of 
the  working  youth  for  the  struggle  against  capitalism  and 
against  the  traitorous  policy  of  the  pacifist  imperialists  of 


rue  Lahoi  Parly.  The  MacDonalds,  Hendersons,  and  Clym- • 

V*  10  P'ri,n«f  !lle  .>'oulh  '™">  the  clKwatugHc  „„a  ,o  ,4 
the  youth  for  their  aims  - the  defense  of  the  capitalist  state 
and  the  suppression  of  the  colonial  peoples.  This  the  Y.  C.  L. 
must  prevent.  We  must  expose  the  traitors  who  seek  to  split 
•he  workers’  movement,  and  rescue  the  young  workers  from 
their  clutches.  The  Young  Communist  League  of  Great 
Britain  must  now,  after  the  example  of  the  Party,  begin  an 
active  campaign  for  its  affiliation  to  the  Labor  Party,  and  it 
must  struggle  for  its  recognition  by  the  Labor  Party  as  the 
only  organization  of  the  working  youth.  We  must  form  frac- 


•ions  in  the  youth  sections  created  by  the  I.  L.  P.  and  the  L.  P., 
and  must  work  within  them,  on  the  one  hand  to  win  the 


young  workers  organized  in  them  for  the  Young  Communist 
Leagues,  and  on  the  other  hand  for  their  entry  into  the  Labor 
Party  as  full  members  without  organizational  limitations,  and 
lastly  for  the  liquidation  of  these  youth  sections  of  the  1. 
L,  P.  and  the  L.  P.  With  regard  to  existing  youth  sections, 
the  united  front  tactic  must  be  applied  on  the  occasion  of  all, 
political  and  economic  actions- 


9.  The  above  tasks  can  only  be  carried  out  when  the 
League  has  at  its  disposal  a capable  and  disciplined  N.  E.  C, 
Therefore,  the  personnel  of  this  latter  must  be  increased  by 
the  addition  of  comrades  from  the  provinces  (young  workers 
from  the  most  important  industrial  districts).  The  depart- 
ments must  become  real  functioning  bodies.  Above  all,  the 
greatest  attention  must  be  paid  to  the  creation  oi  a strong 
economic  trade  union  department  and  the  organization  of  shop 
nuclei.  Comrades  outside  the  N.  E.  C.  should  be  co-opted  to 


the  various  departments. 

It).  The  League  will  and  must  develop  into  a real  mass 
movement,  and  become  the  only  and  undisputed  leader  of  the 
working  youth  of  Great  Britian.  Thru  such  an  energetic  and 
persistent  campaign,  amongst  the  masses  of  the  working  youth 
against  the  so-called  "Labor  Government’1  and  its  treachery 
for  the  demands  of  the  working  youth,  against  the  pacifist 
impostures  and  the  war  armaments,  thru  a decisive  and  logical 
struggle  for  the  reorganization  oF  the  League  upon  the  basis 
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01  the  shop  nuclei  and  the  creation  of  its  „„h  • . 
portant  shops,  works,  factories,  docks  oil  t,  ,n  alt  to* 
tireless  et forts  for  the  increase  of  tltc  1 eaeiJV'T8  m 
11 1!  rrac.K-al  and  continual  work  i„  the  L Crship' 
Jur,„8  ™Rc  struggles,  „d  in  the  work 


I he  Y.  C.  I.  on  the  Young  Workers’ 

League  of  America. 

After  a through  discussion  and  consideration  of  the  past 
activity  and  the  present  situation  of  the  Y.  W.  L.  of  A.,  the 
special  commission  of  the  B.  C.  of  the  Y.  C.  I.  has  arrived  at 
the  following  conclusions:  , * 


I.  The  Past  Activity. 

1)  It  appeared  that  the  delegation  of  he  Y.  W.  L.  of  A., 

:it  the  III.  Congress  was  somewhat  opposed  to  economic  trade 
union  work  and  this  had  some  effect  upon  the  League.  Al* 
tho  the  II,  Congress  of  the  V.  Vi’.  L.  of  America  adoped  a 
program  which  was  fully  in  line  with  the  decisions  of  the  Y. 
C.  I.  Congresses,  the  NL  E.  C.  applied  these  decisions  in  a 
hesitating  manner,  which  can  be  accounted  for  by  lack  of  ex- 
perience and  by  the  difficult  situation  existing  in  America. 
This  state  of  affairs  led  to  a discussion  between  the  N.  E.  C. 
of  the  Y.  W.  L.  of  A.  and  the  Y.  C.  I.  Later,  in  connection 
with  the  situation  within  the  Party,  there  arose  a discussion 
between  the  majority  and  the  minority  of  the  N.  E.  C.  which 
resulted  in  a factional  dispute.  ' 

2)  Altho  there  is  a healthy  kernel  in  the  criticism  of 
the  opposition  (minority)  the  accusation  of  "sabotage”  is 
unfounded  and  must  be  rejected,  the  more  so  as  the  N.  E.  C. 
tried  hard  to  carry  thru  the  decisions  and  the  Y.  C.  I.  cart 
therefore  have  full  confidence  in  the  N.  E.  C. 

3)  As  both  the  above  mentioned  conflicts  have  now  been 
liquidated  by  the  decisions  of  the  C.  1.  and  the  ).  C.  I.  re- 
spectively, the  Y.  C.  1.  urges  all  comrades  to  end  nil  factional 
disputes  and  to  co-operate  in  n comradely  spirit  in  their  work. 
The  criticism  and  the  activities  of  the  Y.  C.  I.  and  its  represen- 
tative in  the  U.  S.  A.  in  May  1923  have  proved  beneficial 
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i*1  the  I enguo;  this  is  evidenced  by  the  actual  progress  made 
and  by  the  statement  of  the  American  delegation  at  the 
l\ . l i'iicii  s The  v.uik  should  now  be  preceded  with  on  the 
basis  of  the  following  points: 

II.  Future  Activity  and  Next  Tasks, 

4)  The  central  problem  oT  the  League  is  the  creation  of 
,i  mass  orguniratu u of  young  markers  and  the  winning  over 
of  the  broad  masses  of  the  young  workers  in  large  scale 
industry.  This  means  a systematic  and  definite  campaign  for 
increasing  the  membership  which  should  aim  at  a membership 
of  10,000  by  1025. 

5)  The  main  tasks  of  the  League  arc:  the  concentration 
upon  the  building  of  shop  nuclei;  a systematic  nntl  energetic 
economic  trade  union  work,  which  must  play  a foremost  role 
in  the  entire  activity  of  the  Lague,  and  a further  improvement 
of  the  ' Voting  Worker  giving  it  more  and  more  a mass- 
character  and  making  immediate  preparation  to  turn  it  into 
a weekly  by  the  first  of  the  new  year. 

6)  In  order  to  reach  this  aim  the  League  must  concentrate 
cn  these  tasks.  Above  all  the  League  mu  t now  inaugurate 
an  energetic  and  systematic  campaign  for  the  building  of  shop 
nuclei  and  the  complete  reorganization  of  the  League  on  this 
basis  by  concentrating  itself  on  the  most  important  industrial 
centres  (Illinois,  Pennsylvania,  New  England  etc.) 

7)  The  League  nmt  set  up  a plan  of  work  for  a period  of 
say  six  months  during  which  a certain  number  of  nuclei  should 
be  formed,  a certain  number  of  branches  completely  reorgani- 
zed and  a certain  number  of  new  members  won.  In  industrial 
centres  where  the  League  has  not  yet  got  a foothold  it  should 
strive  to  build  up  the  League  from  the  very  beginning  on  the 
basis  of  shop  nuclei. 

8)  On  the  field  of  the  economic-trade  union  work  the 
League  should  proceed  cn  the  basis  of  the  theses  of  the  Y. 
C.  I.  Congresses  as  well  as  on  the  basis  of  the  decisions  of 
the  11.  Congress  of  the  Y,  W.  L.  to  real  practical  work.  The 
past  activity,  which  can  be  termed  “journalistic"  activity 
should  now  be  replaced  by  the  daily  and  persistent  struggle 


Tor  the  demands  set  up.  No  strike  should  be  allowed  to  pass 
without  the  League  coming  forward  with  its  own  demands  in 
each  concrete  situation.  This  point  must  be  particularly 
stressed  because  the  League  has  in  the  past,  in  many  instances 
finled  to  come  forward  with  its  own  demands  for  the  young 
workers  and  contented  itself  with  a general  participation  in 
the  strike  work,  which  of  course  is  not  sufficient.  The  League 
should  intensify  its  economic  and  trade  union  activity  by 
I initiating  and  leading  campaigns  for  specific  youth  demands, 
similar  to  the  activities  already  being  carried  out  in  the 

V. v  tern  Electric  and  the  Bunte  Candy  Companies.  In  order 
to  extend  this  work  the  League  should  proceed  to  organize 
conferences  of  the  working  youth  in  such  places  where  con- 
ditions arc  favorable  i.  c.  where  wc  already  have  shop  nudek 

0)  The  Y.  C.  I*  observes  that  the  full  delegation  of  the  Y. 

W,  L,  of  A,  is  in  complete  agreement  with  the  practical  pro 
giain  as  outlined  at  the  IV.  Congress  (such  as  the  theses  on 
economic-trade  union  work  etc.)  This  is  a big  step  forward, 

ft  The  practical  tasks  of  the  League  within  the  unions  and  the  TUEL 
should  be  incorporated  in  the  plan  of  work  of  the  Y.  W.  L. 

10)  With  regard  to  the  work  within  the  union-  the  League 
> should  pursue  the  policy  outlined  in  the  theses  of  Y.  C.  1..  Above 

all  the  League  must  continue  its  energetic  campaign  for  the 
reduction  of  the  entrance  fees  and  dues  and  the  formation  of  Y. 
I W.  L.  fractions  within  the  unions. 

1 1 ) Beside  the  general  activities  in  the  TUEL  the  League 

i|  should  carry-  on  special  youth  activities  as  outlined  in  the  inter- 

j national  theses  (the  formation  of  communist  youth  fractions,  rc- 

I presentation  of  the  demands  of  the  young  workers,  incorporation 

| of  same  in  the  program  of  the  TUEL.  and  the  appointment  of 

I the  League  on  all  organs  of  the  TUEL  locally  and  nationally). 

I Special  youth  columns  in  the  press  of  the  TUEL  should  be 

I established  containing  explanatory  articles  on  the  demands  of  the 

I young  workers;  agitation  should  be  carried  on  for  the  most  im* 

||  portant  demands  thru  the  organs  of  the  TUEL.  These  demand  - 

I jhould  not  only  be  propounded  but  also  carried  into  effect. 

I 12)  The  educational  activity  should  be  improved  and  carried 

(id  in  line  with  the  decisions  of  the  Y.  i*  e.  the  training  m 
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the  i'irii  of  Leninism.  This  means  educational  work  carried  on 
•or  the  bohhevization  of  the  League  and  the  Party  and  the  crea- 
i on  of  :i  reserve  army  of  young  Leninists  within  the  League  for 
future  * in  the  Party,  The  bohhcvizittion  of  the  Parly  means 
:iist  and  foremoi 1 the  reorganization  of  the  Party  on  the  basis 
of  the  r hop  nuclei.  The  League  should  systematically  transform 
all  so.  tls  etc.  into  real  revolutionary  evenings  with  educational 
and  propaganda  value. 

13)  W ith  the  bobhevization  of  the  Longue  must  come  the 
increase  of  the  anti-militarist  activity.  At  the  present  stage  of 
the  development  of  this  activity  it  is  necessary  that  a systematic 
educational  campaign  be  carried  out  cn  the  basis  of  the  Y.  C.  L 
theses  which  must  be  systematically  carried  into  effect. 

I h Although  the  League  has  made  some  efforts  to  get  the 
* oung  farmers  into  the  League,  the  activity  on  this  field,  despite 
he  favorable  objective  conditions  (agrarian  crisis)  has  been  in* 
efficient  and  in  view  of  the  difficulties  no  great  headway  has 
leen  made.  It  is  the  task  of  the  League  to  carry  on  an  energetic 
uimpaign  among  the  young  rural  wage  workers,  youth  of  the 
small  farmers  etc.  for  concrete  demands  as  outlined  in  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  work  among  the  rural  youth  (theses  of  the  IV,  Con- 
gress and  instructions  regarding  educational  activities  among  the 
rural  youth). 

15 1 While  the  work  among  the  children,  i.  c.  the  creation  of 
a real  children's  movement  by  enrolling  the  children  of  the 
working  ilass  in  the  da-s  struggle  showed  very  gm  J re  mits,  it 
must  be  Mated  that  the  util  zation  of  the  children  for  the  trugglc 
.gain-  t child  labor  was  somewhat  neglected,  Some  good  begin- 
nings were  however  made  on  the  field  of  the  school  struggle. 
Th:>  chool  struggle  hould  be  carried  on  in  such  a way  that  the 
Junior  ■ ections  (:md  behind  them  the  Y.  Vi*.  L.)  lead  the  fight  for 
concrete  demands.  Above  all  an  energetic  campaign  should  be 
carried  on  against  child  labor  on  the  basis  of  concrete  demands 
<in  connection  with  the  general  struggle,  of  the  working  class, 
with  the  school  struggle,  school  strikes  etc.). 

jC)  The  League  hould  now  take  the  initiative  for  the  creation 
of  workers'  sport  organizations  with  the  object  in  view  of  form- 
ing a national  workers’  sport  organization.  In  view  of  the  fact 


no 

that  the  bov.es  use  sport  a*,  a means  of  estranging  the  workers 
from  their  c)r  . outlook  and  or  converting  them  to  the  idea  of  cla^ 
collaboration,  the  nuclei  should  pay  special  attention  to  the 
sports  clubs  of  the  various  fm, lories.  The  League  should 
•vork  in  such  clubs  to  win  the  young  workers  for  the  Y.  W.  L. 
rnd  the  workers'  sport  organizations. 

17)  In  order  to  give  a new  impetus  to  the  work  among  the 
negro  youth  a special  negro  department  (negro-colonial  dept.) 
should  be  set  up  within  ihc  N.  E.  C.  The  League  should  strive 
to  get  a young  colored  worker  on  the  N.  E.  C.  and  devise  ways 
and  means  to  work  among  the  masses  of  the  young  colored 
workers  a as  well  as  the  children)  thru  special  literature  and  by 
utilizing  the  existing  negro  organizations  particularly  for  the 
work  among  the  negroes  in  the  south  (special  instructions  will 
he  issued  for  this  purpose). 

IS)  The  work  among  the  forsign  speaking  youth  should  also 
be  considered  from  the  viewpoint  of  expediency,  i.  e.  how  wc 
can  best  carry  on  this  work.  Special  language  propaganda  com- 
mittees are  necessary,  but  thru  our  activities  in  the  nuclei  wc 
>houtd  strive  to  place  the  different  language  groupings  into  one 
unit.  Ways  and  means  should  be  devised  to  make  this  welding 
together  easier,  for  instance,  English  lessons  for  immigrants  etc. 
W ith  regard  to  the  Jewish  problem,  the  Y.  C.  I.  is  of  the  opinion 
that  special  literature  should  be  issued  from  time  to  time.  The 
Y.  C.  1.  endorses  fully  the  steps  taken  by  the  League  in  this 
question  < Resolution  of  11.  Congress).  jj 

All  the  above  work  can  only  be  carried  out  if  the  Y.  V.  L.  is 
one  united  whole  and  concentrates  all  its  energy  upon  these  tusks. 
Therefore  all  factional  disputes  must  cease  and  the  decisions  of 
the  N.  E,  C.  must  be  carried  into  practice  wholeheartedly.  .More- 
over the  Y.  C.  1.  i*.  of  the  opinion  that  the  League  should  strive 
for  its  rejuvenation  and  prolctarization  both  in  the  lower  units 
i ml  in  the  N.  E,  C.  and  that  the  N,  E,  C,  should  attempt  to  estab- 
lish a 23  year  age  limit  at  the  next  convention. 

20)  Steps  should  be  taken  Tor  enlarging  the  N.  E.  C.  which 
should  be  systematically  departmentalized.  Comrades  outside  of 
the  N E.  C.  should  be  drawn  into  the  national  work  by  making 
them  functionaries  of  the  various  departmental  committees. 
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A|':m  from  this,  slops  should  be  skcn  for  the  orraiuralion  . 
League  council.  b«m^auon  or  u 

:i)  Thc  immediate  establishment  of  an  adequate  in,Mi 
and  the  training  of  thc  League  members  for  illegal 

Z)  ir  Z7T  i'.f of  ",c  N- E- a ,SM  ,hc  •»-  *£ 
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Decision  of  the  Y.  C.  I.  on  the 

American  League 

Fifth  Enlarged  Session  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Y.  C.  I.  Proposes  Five  Main  Tasks  for  the  Young 
Workers  League  in  the  Coming  Period  and  Calls 
on  All  Members  to  End  Factionalism  by 
Rallying  Behind  the  N.  E.  C.  for  a 
United  League  Working  Toward 
a Mass  Organization. 


In  its  resolution  of  the  tasks  at  the  Young  Workers 
League  of  America  the  Fourth  Congress  of  the  Y.  C.  I. 
laid  down  the  lines  for  the  transition  to  Bolshevik  mass 
work.  Thc  Fifth  Enlarged  Bureau  Session  of  the  Y.  C. 
j investigated  the  progress  made  by  the  American  League 
in  tliis  direction  during  its  more  than  six  months  activity, 
and  arrived  at  the  following  conclusion. 

I The  Differences  in  the  Workers  Party  and  the 

Y.  W.  L.  of  A. 

1 Since  the  end  of  1923  a heated  discussion  has  been 
carried  on  in  the  Workers  Party  on  the  question  of  the 
establishment  of  a labor  party.  This  discussion  reached 
a climax  after  thc  last  presidential  election  in  November 
IJJ24.  With  respect  to  these  contentions,  questions,  the 
Enlarged  Executive  of  the  Y.  (.  I.  is  in  entire  agreement 
with  the  resolution  of  the  Enlarged  Executive  of  the  C. 
1 (lll  (he  American  question.  The  C.  I.  urges  both  groups 
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iu  ( lie  Workers  Tarty  to  discuss  rationally  and  ciulutly  on 
the  basis  of  this  platform  all  questions  confronting  the 
paiiy.  amt  to  collaborate  in  a comradely  maimer.  The 
Enlarged  Executive  of  the  v.  r.  1.  urges  the  entire  Youth 

League  to  be  guided  by  this  resolution.  It  should  be 
taken  ini  it  consideration  that  the  most  dangerous  enemy 
in  the  ranks  of  the  Workers  Tarty  is  the  Ixire  group  and 
iis  ideology.  This  makes  it  incumbent  on  the  adherents 
of  the  Majority  as  well  as  the  Minority  to  do  their  utmost 
to  form  a united  front  against  this  two  and  a half  Inter- 
national ideology. 


Ik  Past  Activity 

Whilst  iu  the  resolution  of  the  Fourth  Congress 
* *1  the  Y.  (\  l,,  we  still  hud  occasion  to  say  that  a certain 
hesitancy,  was  noticeable  within  the  Y.  \v.  L.  of  a.  with 
respect  to  the  application  of  the  decisions  of  the  Y.  0.  I., 
wt  an-  able  today  to  place  on  record  that  during  the  period 
following  the  Fourth  Congress,  work  was  carried  on  with 

greater  energy  than  ever  before.  The  Central  Com- 
mittee of  Cm  v.  W.  k.  of  A.  lias  shown  lately,  by  the  way 
it  is  conducting  the  league’s  work  that  It  is  capable  of 
being  the  lead-  •!'  the  American  Youth  League  In  full 
agreement  with  tin-  K C.  of  the  Y.  C.  L We  are  con- 
vinced that  it  will  be  able  also  in  the  future  to  lead  the  Y. 
W.  L.  iu  m eordance  with  the  lines  laid  down  in  the  resolu- 
tiou  and  in  the  resolution  of  ih**  Knlarged  Executive  of  the 
C.  L on  the  American  question.  If  members  of  the  Minor- 
ity group  have  reproached  the  Central  Committee  of  the 
Y.  W.  L,  with  not  having  done  enough  towards  making 
the  league  a mass  organization,  we  declare  that  there  is 
no  justification  for  such  an  accusation.  The  Executive  of 
the  Y.  (\  1 calls  upon  all  teugu*-  members  to  put  an  end 
iu  factionalism  and  to  work  together  in  a comradely 
fashion  on  the  basis  of  the  decisions  of  the  ('.  h and  Y. 
C.  I. 

Ilk  The  Chief  Tasks 

The  forthcoming  convention  of  the  American  League. 
aft«T  r>  stating  its  adherence  to  the  Theses  and  Resolution 
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of  the  Second  National  Convention  which  still  form  tli 
Imsls  of  the  activity  of  the  organization,  should  outlin 
Us  activities  as  follows: 


i* 


3.  The  main  task  of  the  American  league  is  the  eren- 
tiou  of  a mass  organization  of  young  workers  recruited 
primarily  from  the  larg*-  industries  and  organized  com- 
pletely upon  the  nucleus  basis.  Such  an  organization  w II 
be  able  to  initiate  and  lead  greater  political  and  economic 
struggles  of  the  young  workers  ami  reap  tin*  proper  or- 
ganizational results.  This  means  a constant  and  p'-r- 
sistaut  campaign  to  increase  the  membership  to  at  least 
l n.OOO  and  the  complete  reorganization  to  the  league  upon 
(be  nucleus  basis  by  the  next  Y.  C.  I.  Congress.  This  can 
only  he  achieved  by  a general  Increase  of  activity  on  all 
Helds  and  particularly  by  concerted  efforts  In  the  daily 
struggles  of  the  working  class  youth.  Our  slogans  must 
be  “In  every  large  shop  a nucleus'"  and  “Every  member  a 
shop  nucleus  organizer!"  Only  by  this  means  will  the  'i 
\V.  L,  assume  Us  true  role  as  the  sob-  representative  of  Mu* 

working  class  youth. 


4 The  league  has  made  a big  step  forward  on  n* 
economic  field  and  tias  already  shown  its  ability  to  par- 
ticipate i»  the  dally  struggles  Of  the  young  workers  by 
departing  from  the  ••journalistic"  stage  of  economic  trade 
ii uion  work  and  organizing  campaigns  with . concrete 
demands  for  the  youth.  This  must  be  intensified  so  that 
not  only  the  larger  sections,  but  also  the  entire  league  MS 
entered  in  the  work.  In  tie*  campaigns  carried  t hruagalnsl 
the  Bunte  Candy  Co.,  the  Nabisco,  the  Mail  order  Houses 
■ind  in  the  mining  industry,  tin*  league  has  gained  mu 
Icrb.m  C.  The  issuing  of  pamphlets  for  9**"**"- 
dust ries  lias  proved  10  be  very  successful.  While  these 

campaigns  for  specific  youth ^aajfe ‘ lJ“rk |J^!r  t 

ward  in  the  work  of  tho  V-  W.  L. . f , ^ 

...ted  t Imt  tlit-so  campalicns  have  eiilj  a p .-u  uai 

K,.;.  hauu.-  Is  in  "inning 

. * tnuLieAc  nf  vniitii:  workers,  i-  0*  ir  11  sucvmu.  m 

oiganhrfng  ahn|i  tiueh-i.  whic  h.  tog<th«r  with  the  trac  tion* 
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in  the  Unions  must  uiit.v  on  the  actual  strmr«iA 
demands  set  up  Moreover  these  r.,, ^*1  ^0I  ^u* 

?"W  ,m  «»/»'■  «»■*«!•  xceptfoB  ofu£! wSafaP! 

1 amp, i ntii)  m loss  important  industries  Those  , ® 

m“f  ! **  emended  on  a national  scale  amVsim  ?*' 

Zm*\ 1 the  k,‘>  Industries,  Specill  eff;»  rloHn 

to  reorganise  ami  cmiimio  Whl  na?L  « f ,W 

*«*  '•»<•  Hiassrs  of  (hr  .U»«  .-ttto  ££ 

!h.  In  ,K’*1  as.  roa’,  8*e®l.  text j|«-.  automobile,  etc.  on 

, 'flN  f W 1 y»*iHh  demands.  The  hesmr.ina  whioh 

'"""i"  V5rlo,u8  S"  "'"s  ' nc*e»»te>0  bv 

, h?. , ‘ f1"'  'be  youth  musi  And  a 

cTitiin-'l.  I!1!’.ai^,ls  1,1  ^le  league  must  ho  crowned  by  the 

tmhisirfo!*  anHffI°n  of  1,10  work*nS  youth  of  particular 
hnvtti  Muiet.  * 1 must  become  a means  of  rallying  the 
lo  tKo  a ' ,r  .vnuth  in  tho  hig  industries 

. 1 ' , a,|^s  'I"'  ^ W.  L,  These  conferences  must 

, ' nm  lobular  features  in  111,,  activities  of  the  V.  W.  L. 

. ' ***  Icegue  must  also  be  to  organize  eonfer- 

ih..  tt  IV.  i ! ru™  youth  at  which  representatives  from 
, -i- 1 v * ‘“I1*  Should  participate  thus  bringing  the  indus- 

hn.uL’.  ,!l  near,t0  the  ri»ral  youth  and  establishing  a bond 
»i  (r!  1 oo  industrial  youth  and  their  allies  in  the  rural 

-■  I * S it  effort s SIUH,1(J  in  made  to  have  Negro  del- 
- at  all  of  thi’st* « (inferences  (ind  r rial  and  rural). 

tie  m tin-  \v*-;ikcsi  points  in  the  work  of  the  league  has 
ts  failure  to  concentrate  upon  the  organization  of 
ate  tinuui  youth  fractions  without  which  the  practical 

irT'V,!lH  out  trade  union  work  is  without  founda- 

ton.  J he  industrial  campaigns  will  have  but  a propagan- 
j ,stlc  aI*d  in  a certain  Sense  a '‘journalist ic”  value,  if  the 

jeague  members  are  not  organised  in  the  unions  and  as 

hmM  :|S  tlu>re  are  Tfo  fractions  of  the  Y.  VV.  L in  the 
unions. 

1 he  slogan  "Every  member  of  the  Y.  VV.  L.  an  active 
u-  i unin|1  member”  signifies  that  the  members  of  the  Y. 

' 1-.  in  a particular  union  must  unite  into  a fraction  of 
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tie*  V.  VV.  I*.  Hand  in  lianti  wit  li  the  cam  pan:  n of  "into 
the  unions:"  must  !><  • arried  thru  the  lmilding  up  of  the 
fractions  of  the  Y.  VV.  L.  These  fractions  must  work  in 
closest  contact  with  the  T.  U.  K.  L for  specillc  youth  de- 
mands. It  is  their  task  to  conduct  within  the  general  ac- 
tivities of  the  T.  U.  K.  I*,  tlu*  work  for  the  interests  of  the 
young  workers,  to  propagate  and  jtopularize  the  demands 
of  tie-  Y.  VV.  I*  and  to  « nlist  the  support  Of  the  T.  U.  E. 
I...  and  thru  the  i\  I . K,  L.  the  support  of  tin*  union-,  to 
tight  for  the  demands  set  up  by  the  Y,  \Y,  I,  it  is  partic- 
ularly important  that  the  Y.  VV.  L wins  t!  uppon  of  the 
T I*.  E,  L.  iti  tiieir  fight  for  the  removal  of  all  barri*  r> 
against  the  youth:  high  entrance  (•  cs.  high  dues,  age  and 
color  barriers,  etc.,  and  for  the  admittance  of  the  young 
workers  with  full  rights  hut  lower  entrance  fees  and  dm 
in  accordance  to  the  wages  received.  For  this  purpose 
the  league  should  have  a representative  on  all  commit- 
tecs  of  the  T.  t\  E.  L.  The  league  must  also  make  the 
greatest  use  of  the  facilities  of  the  T.  I*.  K,  L In  order  to 
reach  the  masses  of  the  young  workers  thru  the  publica- 
tions of  the  T.  u,  E.  U (Column  in  the  I)ait>  Workers' 
Bulletin,  and  other  literature  issued  by  the  T.  1*.  K.  L.,  and 
tiirti  other  channels). 

5,  The  recurring  agrarian  crisis  which  became  more 
severe  in  each  period,  make  the  winning  of  the  agricul- 
tural working  youth  and  the  youth  of  the  working  tanner 
of  greater  important*1*  to  the  league.  This  work  nm>t  be 
definitely  begun  bv  the  setting  up  of  a working  commit- 
tee  in  the  N.  E.  C.  Which  will  co-ordinate  the  entire  at  - 
tlvltv  and  esncciallv  In  those  set  lions  where  the  league 
has  already  made  Enacts.  It  is  (he  duty  of  the  league 
to  carrv  * etic  campaigns  thru  the  setting  up  Of  special 
demands  and  slogan"  based  on  the  practical  Strug-1'*  “f 
the  rural  youth. 

6 Despite  the  traditional  race  prejudices  which  ex- 
ist among  the  white  and  colored  workers  our  league  nmM 
undertake  the  work  among  the  .Negro  youth 
milliner.  The  urogram  already  adopted  by  the  .V  r*.  t . on 


Hits  work  must  Ik-  amplified  anil  include  concrete  uteas- 
uti'S  Mr  reaching  tho  exploited  colored  workers  of  the 
>"iith  as  well  as  the  North.  A constant  campaign  show- 
ing the  common  class  interests  of  the  colored  and  white 
workers  in  their  everyday  struggles  against  the  boss  and 

the  capitalist  state  must  he  conducted  together  with  the 
entrance  and  the  setting  up  of  demands  by  the  Y.  \Y.  L.  in 
every  political  and  economic  struggle  of  the  Negro.  The 
publications  of  literature  dealing  with  the  Communist 
position  towards  the  Negro  will  be  an  aid  towards  our 
campaign  among  the  young  Negro  workers  in  the  packing 
coal,  steel  and  other  industries.  Efforts  should  he  made  to 
draw  young  Negro  workers  into  district  and  national  Work 
and  position. 

7.  Definite  beginning  must  be  made  in  the  educa- 
tional work  of  the  American  League,  in  our  mass  ac- 
tivity the  N.  E.  ('.  must  initiate  definite  campaigns 
which  will  popularize  the  league  and  its  principles.  The 
wide  distribution  of  our  press  and  the  regular  issuance  of 
nucleus  bulletins  will  assist  in  this  work.  The  N.  E.  C. 
should  issue  a monthly  political  bulletin  to  the  member- 
ship. (treater  training  of  the  membership  in  the  spirit 
and  teachings  of  Leninism  is  necessary  so  that  we  may 
create  a reserve  army  of  trained  workers  for  work  within 
the  party.  Tho  N.  E.  (\  must  establish  courses  on  a polit- 
minimum  for  every  unit  of  the  league,  and  also  establish, 
wherever  possible,  “week  end  schools’*  for  all  function- 
aries where  theoretical  and  practical  training  will  he  com- 
bined. in  order  that  the  league's  development  may  not 
be  retarded  by  the  lack  Of  Capable  functionaries  and  of- 
ficials for  district  and  national  work,  efforts  should  be 
made  to  establish  a Central  Training  Sc  hool  in  Chicago 
where  a group  of  comrades  can  be  drawn  from  various 
centers  for  intensive  training  in  the  theory  and  practice 
of  Leninism.  * 

In  addition  to  the  above  tasks,  which  must  be  con- 
centrated upon,  the  league  must  not  forget  the  following: 

General  Tasks 

$.  The  transformation  of  the  Young  Worker  into  a 
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w<  ekly  organ  marks  a great  step  forward  for  the  league. 
Every  effort  must  be  made  to  maintain  the  weekly  and  in- 
crease its  circulation  among  the  young  workers  in  the  in- 
dustries. The  mass  character  of  the  paper  must  Ik*  fur- 
ther improved  by  the  development  of  a national  net -work 
of  young  workers'  correspondents  from  the  factory  and 
mine.  The  Young  Comrade  also  must  be  further  changed 
to  tin  organ  of  the  school  struggle. 


!.t.  Aii  energetic  campaign  must  he  conducted  thru 
<>ur  league  press  against  capitalist  militarism  and  the  dan- 
ger of  new  imperialistic  wars,  at  all  times  pointing  out 
thh  difference  between  the  Leninist  conception  of  the 
i niggle  against  that  of  the  pacifists  and  socialists.  The 
establishment  of  actual  nuclei  within  the  army  and  navy 
is  one  of  the  next  tasks  of  the  league.  In  addition  we  must 
issue  concrete  demands  and  slogans  for  the  soldiers  and 
sailors.  The  work  in  the  C.  M.  T.  t\  must  be  continued 
this  vear  and  efforts  should  he  made  to  establish  and 
maintain  connections  with  the  G.  M.  T.  (>.  Chilian  clubs. 

\ stni,r,rle  should  be  carried  on  naainst  compulsory  niili* 
i , i v ■ raining  in  schools  upon  their  opening  this  year.  Ail 
Stn'oik  demonstrations  and  holidays  should  be  counter- 
acted by  the  league. 

in  The  Junior  Section  must  he  more  closely  co-or- 
in  its  wrt  »nd  rested  attorn  ion  given  to  the  wj- 

, 1.1.1, inn  Following  the  experiences  ol  the  Ger- 

ttical  educat  a*wejj  Jcnlt  national  organization  of  Junior 

man  l . L.  •>  oMtjonS)  with  the  school  nucleus  as  the 
groups  (Jun  struggle  as  the  basis  of  activity, 

basic  unit  a . 0II(  cf  n,e  present  Junior  groups,  with 
must  be  org  spartacist  League  as  a model.  A 

the  Germap  ^ made  thru  the  reorganization  of  the 
beginning  groups  on  the  basis  *of  school  nuclei,  the 
existing  ■ nty  0f  all  activity  must  be  centered  in  the 
/school  struggle,  light  for  better  school  buildings, 
school  nationalist  and  religionist  dope,  etc.)  The  most 
^Sortant  task,  however,  is  to  organize  a continuous  and 
^(•rgetic  nation-wide  campaign  against  child  labor  on 
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the  Imsit-  of  the  program  of  flu*  Y.  I.  This  campaign 
must  be  carried  on  also  amotm  the  adult  working  class 
tpartx,  fraternal  organizations,  etc.)  in  order  to  enlist 
their  support,  as  well  as  drawing  the  children  who  must 
in  this  struggle  play  a prominent  role  special  demands 
should  h*  set  up  for  the  child  laborers  and  all  measures 
must  he  taken  to  organize  the  tight  for  the  realization  of 
their  demands.  The  aim  is  to  abolish  all  child  labor  up  to 
H years  and  tin*  partial  demands  set  up  (such  as  higher 
wages,  etc.)  serve  only  this  limit  aim. 

11.  The  inlluence  of  the  many  bourgeois  youth  or- 
ganizations | itu\  Scouts.  V.  M.  A..  Y,  M.  fl.  A.,  etc*) 
must  hi  combatted  relentlessly  and  their  true  nature  as 
agents  ot  the  capitalist  class  exposed.  This  must  not  he 
limited  to  the  Young  Worker,  but  must  extend  to  the 
broad  masses  of  the  young  workers  thru  our  workshon 
agitation.  Our  nucleus  hull  dins  can  be  of  aid  in  this 
work.  We  must  point  out  clearly  and  distinctly  to  the 
young  workers  in  these  organizations  their  subtile  char- 
acter and  demonstrate  them  hv  our  struggles  that  the 
Y.  \Y  L.  is  the  only  representative  of  the  working  class 
routh. 


1 l\  The  eivailou  of  a national  sports  movement 
should  he  initiated  by  tie-  leagm  with  tin*  Workers  Sport 
\lliauo  and  other  sympathetic  proletarian  sport  and  ath- 
letic  groups,  forming  the  basis  of  a na  al  sport  organ- 
ization. Fractions  must  be  organized  in  all  sport  organ- 
isations ajtd  campaigns  conducted  to  affiliate  them  to  the 
national  workers  sport  organization. 

1".  Tin  agitation  and  propaganda  work  amongst 
the  foreign  language  speaking  youth,  must  be  continued 
thru  the  National  Propaganda  Coin  mil  tees,  who  must 
work  tinder  the  immediate  control  of  the  N.  K.  C.  The 
setting  up  of  language  units  should  he  minimized  as 
much  as  possible  ami  the  major  efforts  must  be  the  or- 
ganization of  the  language  s (leaking  youth  into  our  shop 
nuclei  and  other  regular  league  activities.  Ways  and 
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. . .,,m  should  he  devised  to  make  this  wielding  together 
* 4(,a8v  as  possible  and  an  ideological  enlightment  cam- 
. ji  i, just  be  conducted  by  these  committees  in  the  party 
nress  urging  the  foreign  speaking  members  to  join  the 
[ mulish  speaking  party  units  when  of  age.  Whenever 
necessary  special  literature  shall  be  published  to  spread 
(,ur  propaganda  ami  to  counteract  the  bourgeois  youth 

organizations. 

14  'Hie  league  Convention  should  elect  an  N*.  E. 
C with  a resident  administration  council  at  the  center  and 

Si,  , -IV  ,f  the  .mmlx-rs  in  the  dttri. ■.«.  denary  sasions 

X.  E.  C.  must  be  Held  regularly  Closer  is  rsunal 

coiitai  I must  be  obtained  by  the  national  °m‘ ' . 

v ariou.  district s.  Not  only  only  should  new  v »'»«■* 
proletarian  comrades  be  added  to  the  ^ 

lire  league  should  be  rejuvenated  by  Itat  mg , ntra 

M-  venrs  of  a-e  The  positions  of  functionaries  in  lower 
20  years  oi  age.  n f he  assumed  bv  members  of 

unit?  as  far  as  posst departmentalization  of 

23  years  of  age  and  under.  . lhruom  very- 

all  leading  committees  should 

where. 


y.  Conclusion 

• uni  of  this  program  can  only  be  ao 
The  ra.rylng  »jj  a]ld  ac,(¥uy  of  » ndtd  member- 

conipllshed  by,*®®  - „ unjtod  national  leadership.  A 
ship,  rallied  behind  * t b(i  establishtHl  In  the  Y.  L- 
Bolshevik  disclfjto  transformation  into  a Young  Leninist 

a$  a condition,  to  • j(i(i  under  the  direction  of  a 

League.  . n leadership,  nothing  can  prevent  the 

capable  Pr0Jettlerfean  League  into  a Young  Commit 
growth  of  th®  wi||  demonstrate  by  its  practical  lead-  is tip 
League  * agg  representative  of  the  Interests  of  tn»*e 
that  It  ri^vouth  and  the  lender  of  Its  struggle  for 
working  ‘ ,n-  ■ 

Comniunlsni. 
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